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Speed Limits in School Zones (Dave Thiele)



Recommendation:

That the following report be received for information.

Report Summary

This report provides a response to an Administrative Inquiry by Councillor 
D. Thiele regarding speed limits in school zones.

Previous Council Action

At the September 12, 2000, City Council meeting, Councillor D. Thiele made the following inquiry:

“Since the start of school I have received a number of calls with regards to speed limits in school zones.

1. When did Edmonton eliminate school playground speed zones and what was the reasoning?

2. Are there any speed zones remaining in the City of Edmonton?  If so, where are they located and what are the speed limits?

3. How does Edmonton compare in school/playground speed zones to the rest of the Province – i.e. Calgary, Red Deer and rural areas?

4. What are the traffic accident and traffic accident injury numbers in Edmonton school and playground areas and how do these compare with the rest of the province?

5. What would it take to implement full and/or partial speed zones in school/playground areas?

I would like a response to come back to the Transportation and Public Works Committee.”

At the September 11, 1996 City Council meeting the following motion was passed:

1. That school zones not be implemented within the City of Edmonton.

2. That the City continue to address traffic safety at schools through continued safety and education campaigns and installation of crosswalk signals where justified.

Report

Question 1

· School zones with reduced speed limits (with the exception of the four listed below) have not been used in Edmonton since the early 1970’s.  They were removed at that time because motorists did not adhere to the lower speed limit.  As a result, school zones were providing a false sense of security for the children rather than improving their safety.

· Playground zones with reduced speed limits have never existed in Edmonton.

· As an alternative to school and playground zones with reduced speed limits, Edmonton has focused on providing pedestrian crossing facilities and educating the children and parents.  Pedestrian protection around schools is provided through pedestrian signals, amber flashers and marked crosswalks.  Through the Parent Parking Patrol program, the Edmonton Police Service and Transportation and Streets Department partner to improve driver behaviour in school areas and teach children safe roadway crossing procedures. 

Question 2

· There are four school zones in Edmonton, which were adopted as part of the annexation in 1980.  They are located in rural areas at Winterburn School, Ellerslie School, Horse Hill School and the West Edmonton Christian School.  These zones are posted at a 30 km/h speed limit along roadways that operate at a speed limit of 80 km/h.

Question 3

· School and playground zones with reduced speed limits are used in areas throughout Alberta such as Calgary, Red Deer and Strathcona County.

Question 4

· From 1997 to 1999, an average of approximately 340 pedestrians per year were involved in a traffic collision.  Of these, an average of approximately 30 collisions involved a pedestrian between the ages of 6 and 11.  For this elementary school age group, an average of approximately 5 pedestrian collisions annually were reported over this three-year period in areas of potential school zones during the effective times of these zones as stipulated in the Highway Traffic Act.  Each of these pedestrian collisions resulted in an injury.  

· Pedestrian collision statistics are not available for Red Deer and Strathcona County.  In Calgary from 1997 to 1999, an average of approximately 380 pedestrians per year were involved in a traffic collision.  Of these, an average of approximately 43 collisions involved a pedestrian between the ages of 6 and 11.  Statistics for collisions in areas of potential school zones was not available.

· Information regarding the number of collisions and the associated injuries/fatalities in Edmonton playground areas is not available.  

Question 5

· The implementation of full and/or partial 30 km/h speed zones in school areas would require engineering, education and enforcement.  This would include the following:

1. Tab signs specifying the 30 km/h speed limit and the boundaries of the zone would be required for all existing school and playground areas.  The estimated cost of this additional signage is $110,000. 

2. Consistent enforcement of the reduced speed limit would be required in the school and playground zones.  The method of conventional enforcement would require the services of 10 additional constables and equipment at an estimated cost of $1,100,000 per year.  As an alternative, photo radar enforcement may be used with the addition of 10 commissionaires and 9 photo radar units at an estimated first year cost of $1,300,000 in combination with an annual cost of $450,000.  The Edmonton Police Service supports conventional enforcement for this situation.

3. In order to reach a high rate of compliance within the school and playground zones it is crucial that speed enforcement be complemented with a campaign to make motorists aware of the zones.  An effective media campaign could be done at an estimated first year cost of $21,000 in addition to an estimated annual cost of $17,000.

Additional Information

· The Transportation and Streets Department initiated a pilot project at two locations within the city in May 1996 to test the effectiveness of school zones.  Speed surveys at these test sites showed that the majority of motorists adhered to a 50 km/h speed limit while very few motorists complied with a 30 km/h speed limit.  The average speed in the vicinity of the trial school zones decreased only 2 to 3 km/h. 

· In August 1996, Council reviewed the results of the pilot project completed in May 1996.  At that time, Council approved that school zones not be implemented within the City of Edmonton, and that the City continue to address traffic safety at schools through continued safety and education campaigns and through the installation of pedestrian protection facilities where justified.  
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