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Session Three – Environmental Protection of Public Property 

 
To protect the River Valley and Ravine System from urban development that may 
compromise its integrity and long term stability. 
 Draft City Policy: Development Setbacks from River Valley/Ravine Crests 
 
A. Introduction 
 
B. Primer on Environmental Protection of Public Property 
 

 Components – slope and public upland setback 
 River Valley public policy – historical context; basic intent and mechanism(s) for 

acquisition; river valley trails and facilities (Capital City Recreation Parks system) 
 1985 North Saskatchewan River Valley Area Redevelopment Plan and Top of 

Bank Roadway Policy – see Session One handout 
 Managing environment hazard risk so as to protect public property on or adjacent 

to the slope  
1. use of restrictive covenants – geotechnical recommendations – additional 

development setbacks, back yard water restrictions, City’s indemnification  
2. other subdivision requirements (i.e. fencing) 
3. Parks bylaw – Unauthorized Use of Parkland 

 
C. Issues 
 

 Question – Is the bigger problem in the back yard or outside of it? 
 Problems with restrictive covenants: 

1. prior problems - too many development setback lines; poor language; 
inappropriate recommendations (i.e. type of sewer pipes) 

2. City’s liability – indemnification clause limitation 
3. homeowner’s expectations – a pig in a poke 
4. does not prevent encroachments unto public parkland (85% river valley 

upland areas) 
 Encroachments on public parkland – past and ongoing experience; general 

conclusions 
 

Roundtable Discussion and Questions 
 

D. Finding Solutions 
 

 Basic approaches 
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1. improvements to restrictive covenants as a risk management tool – legal 

instrument; education; enforcement 
2. Unauthorized Use of Public Parkland Bylaw – greater enforcement 
3. avoidance - no backing on TOB development or limit its application, 

especially in higher environmental hazard risk slope situations  
4. private sector solutions – contribute to education/information programs; 

establish reserve fund for landslide events 
 exercise #5 – views of basic approaches 
 

Roundtable Discussion and Questions 
 
E.   Next Meeting – date, assignments, description/overview 
 
Further Readings 
 
1.  Edmonton Planning and Development Department, Discussion Paper: Development 

Setbacks from River Valley/Ravine Crests, March 2002, Chapter 3. 
 

Handouts Follow 
 

1. Example of a Typical TOB Restrictive Covenant 
between the City of Edmonton and a Private Developer 

2. Managing Environmental Hazard Risk associated with 
Urban Development and Slope Instability 
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