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 SPECIAL COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MINUTES

Friday, July 20, 2001

	MEMBERS:
	PRESENT:

	M. Phair, Chair
	M. Phair, Chair

	B. Anderson, Vice-Chair
	B. Anderson, Vice-Chair

	W. Kinsella
	W. Kinsella*

	L. Langley
	L. Langley

	
	Mayor B. Smith*


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

Councillor A. Bolstad.*
Councillor L. Chahley.*
Councillor R. Noce.*
Councillor R. Rosenberger.*
Councillor D. Thiele.*
A.B. Maurer, City Manager.
S. Phipps, Corporate Services Department (Law).
A. Sinclair, Office of the City Clerk.
D.H. Edey, City Clerk.*

*Attended part of the meeting.
A.1.
CALL TO ORDER

Councillor M. Phair called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

Councillors A. Bolstad, L. Chahley, R. Noce and D. Thiele were in attendance.

A.2.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOVED W. Kinsella:

That the Special Community Services Committee Agenda for the July 20, 2001, meeting be adopted.

Carried

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, W. Kinsella, L. Langley, M. Phair.

B.1.
URGENT MATTERS - PROTOCOL ITEMS

B.1.a.

Welcome to Swedish Triathlon Delegates (M. Phair).

__________________________________________________________________

On behalf of City Council, Councillor M. Phair welcomed two members of the Swedish Triathlon Delegation.

A.4.
EXPLANATION OF THE NON-STATUTORY PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS

Councillor M. Phair explained the non-statutory public hearing process.

Councillor R. Rosenberger entered the meeting at 10:05 a.m.

A.5.
CALL FOR PERSONS TO SPEAK

Panel 1:  J. Berghofer, Old Strathcona Foundation; D. Alston; R. Way, Edmonton Celebrate Canada – Canada Day Committee; G. Oldring, Garneau Condominium Association;
J. McDermid, Security Adviser; D. Fraser; C. Machell; M. Robinson; M. O’Flynn; and 
P. Devaney, Sherlock Holmes Pub, were in attendance to speak to the Whyte Avenue incident.

Panel 2:  C. Soskolne, Garneau Condominium Association; G. Haugh, Backroom Vodka Bar; 
T. Fuhr, Old Strathcona Business Association; S. Lowe, Old Strathcona Business Association; 
R. Morrison, Iron Horse Eatery and Watering Hole; J. Auba, True North Hemp Co.; and 
D. Conrad, V. Mayes, M. Carmichael and M. Hudema, were in attendance to speak to the Whyte Avenue incident.

F.
REPORTS RELATED TO COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MATTERS

F.4.
OTHER REPORTS

F.4.a.

The Incident on Whyte Avenue on the Morning of July 2, 2001.

__________________________________________________________________

A.B. Maurer, City Manager, made a presentation.

Mayor B. Smith entered the meeting.

B.1.
URGENT MATTERS – PROTOCOL ITEMS
B.1.b.

Welcome to Dr. Raj Pannu, MLA (M. Phair).

__________________________________________________________________

Councillor M. Phair welcomed Dr. Raj Pannu, MLA for the Edmonton-Strathcona constituency and Leader of the Alberta New Democrats.

F.
REPORTS RELATED TO COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MATTERS

F.4.
OTHER REPORTS

J. Berghofer, Old Strathcona Foundation; D. Alston; R. Way, Edmonton Celebrate Canada – Canada Day Committee; G. Oldring, Garneau Condominium Association; J. McDermid, Security Adviser; D. Fraser; C. Machell; and M. Robinson made presentations.

M. O’Flynn made a presentation and distributed copies of a media article to Members of the Committee.

P. Devaney, Sherlock Holmes Pub, made a presentation.

M. O’Flynn; J. Berghofer; R. Fraser; R. Way; D. Alston; P. Devaney; G. Oldring; and 
J. McDermid answered the Committee's questions.

The Committee recessed at 11:48 a.m.

The Committee reconvened at 11:52 a.m.

MOVED W. Kinsella:

That the rules be suspended to permit D. Conrad, V. Mayes, M. Carmichael and M. Hudema to make a dramatic presentation together, to a maximum time of ten minutes.

Carried

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, W. Kinsella, L. Langley, M. Phair,
B. Smith.

C. Soskolne, Garneau Condominium Association, made a presentation, a copy of which was distributed to Members of the Committee and filed with the Office of the City Clerk.

G. Haugh, Backroom Vodka Bar; T. Fuhr, Old Strathcona Business Association; S. Lowe, Old Strathcona Business Association; R. Morrison, Iron Horse Eatery and Watering Hole; J. Auba, True North Hemp Co.; and D. Conrad, V. Mayes, M. Carmichael and M. Hudema made presentations.

G. Haugh; T. Fuhr; S. Lowe; R. Morrison; and C. Soskolne answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED M. Phair (Made at the July 9, 2001, Community Services Committee Meeting):

1.
That the City Manager prepare a report for the August 20, 2001, Community Services Committee meeting on the feasibility and cost of the following options that are within the City’s mandate to minimize the potential of future incidences like the one experienced on Whyte Avenue on July 2, 2001:  

a)
The partial closure of roads to vehicular traffic in the Whyte Avenue Plan Area from 10:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m. on Friday and Saturday nights during the non-winter months.

b)
The stationing of fire trucks in the Whyte Avenue area and use of water hoses to contain people if necessary.

c)
Special enforcement of parking regulations with Tow Trucks on Friday and Saturday nights.

d)
Special levy on establishments that serve or sell liquor in the Whyte Avenue Plan Area to cover additional enforcement costs.

e)
Steps to reduce the number of licensed business establishments (bars, lounges, and nightclubs) in the Whyte Avenue Plan Area.

f)
Inaugurate an aggressive program that both maintains and repairs street furniture and cleans the Whyte Avenue area of debris particularly on weekends.

g)
A review of the kinds and frequency of inspections relative to occupancy load in bars and pubs on Whyte Avenue.

2.
That the City Manager prepare a report for the August 20, 2001, Community Services Committee meeting on how to pursue the following options that are within the Province’s mandate to minimize the potential of future incidences like the one experienced on Whyte Avenue on July 2, 2001:

a)
For a 4-to-6-week trial period, the Liquor Board requires liquor stores and bars in the Whyte Avenue Plan Area to end sales at 1:00 a.m. on weekends.

b)
That the Liquor Board require training on “over serving” for bar employees and the Board increase its enforcement of “over serving”.

c)
That the Liquor Board considers recommending that the minimum drinking age be increased to 19 years of age.

d)
A process for tracking Bylaw violations levied against bars.

3.
That the following options be referred to the Edmonton Police Commission and Edmonton Police Services for their information:

a)
Increase the number of police officers in the Whyte Avenue Plan Area on weekends during the late night hours.

b)
Consider establishing a “drunk tank” near Whyte Avenue for weekend use.

c)
Consider establishing a horse mounted officer corps in the Whyte Avenue area.

d)
Consider designating officers to enforce current Bylaws (no bicycles, skateboards on sidewalks, etc.) during daytime and early evening hours in the Whyte Avenue Plan Area.

AMENDMENT MOVED L. Langley:

That the following options be added:

1.
h)
Look for ways to bring 20-to-30-year-olds into the process for providing solutions to the problems experienced.

i) Determine the role of off-sales in the Whyte Avenue area.

j) Review measures the City has in place to deal with excessive noise and determine if additional measures would be helpful.

k) Look into the possibility of the City providing a park area in the Whyte Avenue area for cyclists, skateboarders, inline skaters, etc.

l) Look at providing public washrooms in the Whyte Avenue area.

m) Look at convening a meeting of stakeholders and City Administration that would jointly look at a comprehensive implementation strategy using the resources of all parties.

n) Determine the City’s role in promoting Whyte Avenue and any financial responsibility.

o) Review items placed on the sidewalks of Whyte Avenue (e.g., signs, benches, garbage bins, bus stops, etc.) as to their necessity and whether taken together they impede movement of people.

p) Review street lighting, particularly at low level.

q) With the Taxi Commission, review safety issues faced by drivers and the level of taxi service available late evening/early morning hours on Whyte Avenue.

r) Determine the feasibility of late-night bus service during special events.

2.
e)
Establish a minimum price for alcoholic drinks, avoiding low-cost drink specials.

f) Make food service available in bars in the early morning hours (not take-out).

3.
e)
That the Edmonton Police Service initiate “enforcement blitzes” in the Whyte Avenue area.

f) That the Edmonton Police Service operates regular Check Stops on Whyte Avenue.

g) Use Police trailers on Whyte Avenue.

h) Edmonton Police Service be more visible in the bars during late evening hours.

i) That surveillance video cameras be installed in the Whyte Avenue area and moved to different locations from time to time.

Carried

FOR THE AMENDMENT:
B. Anderson, L. Langley, M. Phair.

ABSENT: 
W. Kinsella.

MOTION ON ITEM F.4.a., AS AMENDED, put:

	1. That the City Manager prepare a report for the August 20, 2001, Community Services Committee meeting on the feasibility and cost of the following options that are within the City’s mandate to minimize the potential of future incidences like the one experienced on Whyte Avenue on July 2, 2001:

a)
The partial closure of roads to vehicular traffic in the Whyte Avenue Plan Area from 10:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m. on Friday and Saturday nights during the non-winter months.

b)
The stationing of fire trucks in the Whyte Avenue area and use of water hoses to contain people if necessary.

c)
Special enforcement of parking regulations with Tow Trucks on Friday and Saturday nights.

d)
Special levy on establishments that serve or sell liquor in the Whyte Avenue Plan Area to cover additional enforcement costs.

e)
Steps to reduce the number of licensed business establishments (bars, lounges, and nightclubs) in the Whyte Avenue Plan Area.

f)
Inaugurate an aggressive program that both maintains and repairs street furniture and cleans the Whyte Avenue area of debris particularly on weekends.
	City Manager

Due: August 20, 2001


	g) A review of the kinds and frequency of inspections relative to occupancy load in bars and pubs on Whyte Avenue.

h)
Look for ways to bring 20-to-30-year-olds into the process for providing solutions to the problems experienced.

i) Determine the role of off-sales in the Whyte Avenue area.

j) Review measures the City has in place to deal with excessive noise and determine if additional measures would be helpful.

k) Look into the possibility of the City providing a park area in the Whyte Avenue area for cyclists, skateboarders, inline skaters, etc.

l) Look at providing public washrooms in the Whyte Avenue area.

m) Look at convening a meeting of stakeholders and City Administration that would jointly look at a comprehensive implementation strategy using the resources of all parties.

n) Determine the City’s role in promoting Whyte Avenue and any financial responsibility.

o) Review items placed on the sidewalks of Whyte Avenue (e.g., signs, benches, garbage bins, bus stops, etc.) as to their necessity and whether taken together they impede movement of people.

p) Review street lighting, particularly at low level.

q) With the Taxi Commission, review safety issues faced by drivers and the level of taxi service available late evening/early morning hours on Whyte Avenue.

r) Determine the feasibility of late-night bus service during special events.

2.
That the City Manager prepare a report for the August 20, 2001, Community Services Committee meeting on how to pursue the following options that are within the Province’s mandate to minimize the potential of future incidences like the one experienced on Whyte Avenue on July 2, 2001:

a)
For a 4-to-6-week trial period, the Liquor Board requires liquor stores and bars in the Whyte Avenue Plan Area to end sales at 1:00 a.m. on weekends.

b)
That the Liquor Board require training on “over serving” for bar employees and the Board increase its enforcement of “over serving”.

c)
That the Liquor Board considers recommending that the minimum drinking age be increased to 19 years of age.

d) A process for tracking Bylaw violations levied against bars.

e) Establish a minimum price for alcoholic drinks, avoiding low-cost drink specials.

f) Make food service available in bars in the early morning hours (not take-out).

3.
That the following options be referred to the Edmonton Police Commission and Edmonton Police Services for their information:

a)
Increase the number of police officers in the Whyte Avenue Plan Area on weekends during the late night hours.

b)
Consider establishing a “drunk tank” near Whyte Avenue for weekend use.

c)
Consider establishing a horse mounted officer corps in the Whyte Avenue area.

d) Consider designating officers to enforce current Bylaws (no bicycles, skateboards on sidewalks, etc.) during daytime and early evening hours in the Whyte Avenue Plan Area.

e) That the Edmonton Police Service initiate “enforcement blitzes” in the Whyte Avenue area.

f) That the Edmonton Police Service operates regular Check Stops on Whyte Avenue.
g) Use Police trailers on Whyte Avenue.
h) Edmonton Police Service be more visible in the bars during late evening hours.
i) That surveillance video cameras be installed in the Whyte Avenue area and moved to different locations from time to time.
	Item F.4.a. cont’d.

City Manager

Due: August 20, 2001

Item F.4.a. cont’d.

City Manager

Due: August 20, 2001

Edmonton Police Commission

Item F.4.a. cont’d.

Edmonton Police Commission


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, L. Langley, M. Phair.

ABSENT: 
W. Kinsella.

MOVED L. Langley:

	That Members of Council be permitted to forward additional options for the City Manager to respond to under Parts 1 and 2 of the motion.  These options must be submitted to the City Clerk by Wednesday, July 25, 2001 (to be distributed as Attachment 1 of the July 20, 2001, Special Community Services Committee Minutes). 
	City Manager

Due: July 25, 2001 


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, L. Langley, M. Phair.

ABSENT: 
W. Kinsella.

N.
NOTICES OF MOTION

Councillor M. Phair asked whether there were any Notices of Motion.  There were none.

(Sec. 91. B.L. 12300)

O.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m.

______________________________

______________________________

CHAIR





CITY CLERK
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Attachment to Minutes

Community Services Committee

 Non-Statutory Public Hearing - July 20, 2001

Re. Incident on Whyte Avenue. Morning of July 2, 2001

Councillors’ Suggestions. re. Options for Whyte Avenue

· Councillor B. Anderson

1. That implementation of a minimum (___m) separation distance between drinking and eating establishments.

2. That performance bonds for compliance be attached to City business licences renewed annually.

3. That intermediate penalties be established for non-compliance, such as temporary removal of patio permits or dance floor components, etc.

4. In what way can we remove the discretion given to development officers, so we can avoid the granting of variances, which water down the policy decisions being made to control the rowdiness on Whyte Avenue?

5. Stringent application of the LUB, especially parking requirements and the establishment of an inventory of available parking to identify development applications that do not meet bylaw requirements.

· Councillor A. Bolstad

1. [as part of 1.m] Could the stakeholders attempt to determine the make-up of an implementation team or task force and the resources that would be required to implement the measures approved by Council.

2. Could we look into the feasibility of adding more bike routes/lanes in the area.

3. Does development of a graffiti wall make any sense?

4. How about a summer neighbourhood parking program?

5. With respect to Canada Day, how are we going to ensure that another celebration does not lead to another riot on Whyte Avenue?  Will Whyte Avenue stakeholders be included in the planning of next year’s Canada Day event?

· Councillor T. Cavanagh

1. Cities in the United States and Europe have reduced their manpower component to two men.  They man a truck with a high pressure water hose.  This cannot be done by fire personnel but should be done by peace officers.

[I understand that this is “similar” to item (b), but would like the option explored using police rather than fire personnel.]

· Councillor L. Langley

1. Review all permits and licences to ensure parking and occupancy obligations are being respected and complied with.

2. That the City Manager consult with AGLC administrators and encourage more inspectors and more inspections of licensed premises.

3. Look for a way to have the offenders, that is the troublemakers, pay for the damages of work off the debt in Community Services.

· Councillor M. Phair

1. Contact AADAC for advice or suggestions on how to successfully reach 20-to-35-year-old males, especially those who over-drink.

2. Initiate City clean-up of streets/garbage on Whyte Avenue at 3:00 a.m. on weekends.

3. How could an “alternative measures” kind of program for persons charged be developed for Whyte Avenue?  Another model to deal with drunken behaviour or persons charged might be that of the “john school”.  Has this been looked into?

4. Institute regular transit on weekends on Whyte Avenue from 1:30 – 3:30 a.m.

5. Restrict the hours of sale for liquor stores and off-premises sales in the Whyte Avenue area to midnight on Friday and Saturday nights.

�
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