

UTILITIES AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

MEETING NO. 8

Tuesday, February 11, 1997





MEMBERS��PRESENT��R. Noce, Chair��R. Noce��L. Langley, Vice-Chair��L. Langley��A. Bolstad��A. Bolstad��B. Mason��B. Mason��

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:��Councillor B. Maitson*�Councillor M. Phair*�F. Gossell, B.E. Thom Q.C.*, Office of the City Manager�E. Britton, Corporate Services Department��*Attended part of the meeting.

A.	CALL TO ORDER AND RELATED BUSINESS

A.1.	CALL TO ORDER

Councillor B. Noce called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

A.2.	ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOVED	 B. Mason:

That the Utilities and Public Works Committee Agenda (No. 8) for the February 11, 1997 meeting be adopted with the addition of the following items: 

F.2.c.	Memorandum from EPCOR regarding the Drainage Branch (B. Mason)

F.2.d.	Changes to DATS (M. Phair)

G.2.c.	Infrastructure Project Update (Verbal Presentation)

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

A.3.	ADOPTION OF MINUTES

MOVED	 B. Mason:

That the Minutes of the January 28, 1997 Utilities and Public Works Committee Meeting (No. 7), be adopted.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

D.2.	EXEMPTIONS AND VOTE ON ALL OTHER ITEMS

MOVED	 A. Bolstad:

That items F.2.a., F.2.b., F.2.c., F.2.d., G.2.a., G.2.b. and G.2.c. be exempted; and

D.3.a.		Transportation Master Plan's Citizen Advisory Group's (CAG) Role.

	



That the revised due date of Feb. 25, 1997 be approved.�Transportation & Streets

Due: Feb. 25, 1997��

H.01.		Edmonton Transit System Advisory Board – 1996 Annual Report.

	



That the 1996 Annual Report for the Edmonton Transit System Advisory Board be received for information.�Edmonton Transit System Advisory Board��

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

F.	ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES AND RESPONSES

F.1.	ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES

F.1.a.	Clover Bar Landfill (B. Mason).

	



“I would like the Administration to prepare a report regarding information I have received that a waste company under contract to Strathcona County has been delivering commercial waste to the City's Clover Bar Landfill and representing it as residential waste from the County.  I would like the report to verify whether this is true and, if it is, I would like to know the dollar loss to the City and what the Administration is doing to recover this loss.  ��Also, I want to know if the City intends to pursue criminal charges against the waste company.  ��I would like a response to this inquiry at the next Utilities and Public Works Committee meeting on February 25, 1997."�Asset Mgmt. & Public Works

Due: Feb. 25, 1997��

F.1.b.	Materials Recycling Facility - Clover Bar Landfill (A. Bolstad).

	



“This inquiry is a follow up to an earlier inquiry I made about the City's plan to build a Materials Recycling Facility at Clover Bar.  I understand that one or more of the applicants wishing to compete for this project may want to build the facility at a different location or retrofit their existing Materials Recycling Facility in Edmonton.  I'm told these facilities could be turned over to the City as part of the deal.  I'm wondering if either of these approaches would be considered by the City.  If not, please tell me why not.  And if so, I'd like to�know if the City will indicate that it is open to this kind of an alternative at the Request for Proposal stage, or will the applicants have to wait until their proposals are evaluated to see whether this was an option.  Given that this project is due to proceed in the near future, I'd appreciate a response to this inquiry as soon as possible, even by the next Utilities and Public Works Committee meeting, if that is manageable."�Asset Mgmt. & Public Works

Due: Mar. 11, 1997��

F.1.c.	Whyte Avenue Project from 105 to 109 Streets (B. Maitson).

	



“I would like a report from the Transportation and Streets Department to respond to the following questions regarding the status of the Whyte Avenue Project from 105 Street to 109 Street.

1.	What work has been undertaken on this project to date?

2.	What interest has the Old Strathcona Business Revitalization Zone and individual property owners shown in this project?

3.	How is the project proposed to be financed?

4.	What funding would be required in 1997 to ensure the completion of design work and any other activities to ensure that construction could take place in 1998?

5.	If funding were available, what is the estimated cost if the project were to be constructed in 1998?

Please make this report available for the next Utilities and Public Works Committee meeting."�Transportation & Streets

Due: Feb. 25, 1997���

F.1.d.	Senior Citizen Annual Pass (R. Noce).

	



“In December, 1996, City Council passed a motion stating that seniors who qualify for Guaranteed Income Supplement be eligible for a Senior Citizen Annual pass at a discounted rate of $25.00 for 1997 and 1998.  I appreciate the fact that the Transportation and Streets Department was directed to report back to the Utilities and Public Works Committee prior to the establishment of the 1998 annual budget, however, I would ask the Department to answer the following questions:

1.	What has been the feedback from seniors and City employees who sell the transit passes as to the effectiveness of using the Guaranteed Income Supplement as a guide to determine the eligibility for a reduced transit pass.

2.	If the feedback has not been favourable, what steps should City Council be taking to address the problem(s)?"�Transportation & Streets

City Manager

Due: April 15, 1997��

F.1.e.	Highway 2 Corridor Study (R. Noce).

	



“In February, 1995, City Council approved the Planning and Development Guidelines Highway 2 Corridor Study.  I would ask the City Manager to provide the Utilities and Public Works Committee with an update with respect to same."�Planning & Dev.

City Manager

Due: April 15, 1997��

F.1.f.	Yellowhead Trail Traffic (R. Noce).

	



“In an effort to improve traffic flow along the Yellowhead Trail, I would ask the Transportation and Streets Department to answer the following questions.

1.	Is there any bylaw in place which prohibits trucks from using the left hand lane (outer lane) on any road in the City of Edmonton?

2.	If there is no bylaw in place, would the Transportation and Streets Department support a bylaw which would prohibit trucks from using the left hand lane on the Yellowhead Trail?"�Transportation & Streets

Due: April 15, 1997��

F.1.g.	Residential Power Rates (R. Noce).

	



“In the past couple of weeks, I have received a number of comments and telephone calls with respect to the high cost of residential power rates.  Most citizens have said that our residential power rates are too high.  I agree.  I would ask the City Manager to obtain the answers to the following questions.

1.	How does Edmonton rank in comparison to other major cities in Canada with respect to residential power rates?

2.	What steps will EPCOR be taking, if any, to reduce residential power rates in Edmonton?

I would ask that a report be prepared for the February 25, 1997 Utilities and Public Works Committee meeting."�City Manager

Due: Feb. 25, 1997��

G.	CITY MANAGER'S REPORTS

G.2.	TRANSPORTATION AND STREETS

G.2.a.	C	Request for Cancellation of Local Improvements - Nick Papadopoulos.

	

Councillor B. Maitson entered the meeting.

K. Sawatzky, Transportation and Streets Department, D. Lopushinsky, Corporate Services Department (Law Branch) and P. Nugent, Planning and Development Department, made a presentation and answered the Committee's questions.

N. Papadopoulos made a presentation and answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED	 B. Mason:

That the Utilities and Public Works Committee recomend to City Council:

That the request for cancellation of water and sanitary sewer local improvement charges be denied.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

Councillor B. Maitson left the meeting.

G.2.c.		Infrastructure Program Update.

	

R. Millican, Transportation and Streets Department made a verbal presentation.  

B. Thom Q.C., City Manager, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED	 B. Mason:



That the Transportation and Streets Department prepare a list of potential projects to be funded under this Infrastructure Program for the February 25, 1997 meeting of the Utilities and Public Works Committee, that this item be time specific at 10:00 a.m. and that all Councillors be invited.�Transportation & Streets

City Manager

Due: Feb. 25, 1997 at 10:00 a.m.��

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

MOVED	 B. Mason:

That the Committee recess for five minutes.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

The Committee recessed at 10:20 a.m.

The Committee reconvened at 10:25 a.m.

F.	ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES AND RESPONSES

F.2.	REPORTS ON ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES

F.2.a		City Hall Parkade (B. Mason).

	

A. Maurer, Asset Management and Public Works Department, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED	 A. Bolstad:



That the January 27, 1997 Asset Management and Public Works Department  report be received for information.�Asset Mgmt. & Public Works��

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

F.2.b.		Two Way Traffic Operation - Walterdale and High Level Bridges (R. Noce).

	

R. Millican and B. Stephenson, Transportation and Streets Department, answered the Committee's questions. 

MOVED	 R. Noce:



That the January 22, 1997 Transportation and Streets Department report be received for information.�Transportation & Streets��

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

Councillor M. Phair entered the meeting.

F.2.c.		Memorandum from EPCOR Regarding the Drainage Branch (B. Mason).

	

A. Maurer and Y. van Schaik, Assets and Public Works Department and B. Thom Q.C., City Manager, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED	 B. Mason:

1.	That the February 2, 1997 Asset Management and Public Works Department report be received for information.

2.	That this item be referred back to the Administration to prepare a report for the Utilities and Public Works Committee's consideration before any consideration by EPCOR shareholders on the Administration's postition concerning the potential of EPCOR taking over the Drainage Branch.

AMENDMENT MOVED	 A. Bolstad:

3.	That the report outline the terms of reference for this review by EPCOR and include rationale why the City would consider this type of move of drainage to EPCOR.

CARRIED

FOR THE AMENDMENT:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

MOTION OF COUNCILLOR MASON, AS AMENDED, put:



1.	That the February 2, 1997 Asset Management and Public Works Department report be received for information.

2.	That this item be referred back to the Administration to prepare a report for the Utilities and Public Works Committee's consideration before any consideration by EPCOR shareholders on the Administration's postition concerning the potential of EPCOR taking over the Drainage Branch.

3.	That the report outline the terms of reference for this review by EPCOR and include rationale why the City would consider this type of move of drainage to EPCOR.�Asset Mgmt. & Public Works

Due: April 15, 1997��

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION�AS AMENDED:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

F.2.d.	C	Changes to DATS (M. Phair).

	

R. Millican and D. Nowicki, Transportation and Streets Department, made a presentation and answered the Committee's questions. 

B. Thom Q.C., City Manager, left the meeting.

MOVED	 B. Mason:

That Item F.2.d. be made a debatable item to allow action motions to be made in response to the content of the report.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

MOVED	 B. Mason:

That the Utilities and Public Works Committee recommend to City Council:

1.	That the February 5, 1997 Transportation and Streets Department report be received for information.

2.	That the DATS service hours existing before the February 1, 1997 cuts be reinstated and that $12,000.00 be provided from Council Contingency to cover the associated costs.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

G.	CITY MANAGER'S REPORTS

G.1.	TRANSPORTATION AND STREETS DEPARTMENT

G.2.b.	C	Strategy for Implementing Council Directive to Consolidate the Existing Sewer Surcharges into the Regular Sanitary Rate.

	

A. Maurer, Asset Management and Public Works Department and D. Yakubow and T. Cooper, Transportation and Streets Department, made a presentation and answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED	 B. Mason:

That the Utilities and Public Works Committee recommend to City Council:

1.	That effective July 1, 1997 the surcharges be consolidated into the regular sanitary charge and the existing rate structure be amended to the Fixed/Variable Option 2 rate structure (Attachment 3 of January 23, 1997 Transportation and Streets Department report).

2.	That effective July 1, 1997 the Sewer Use Bylaw be amended to reflect the new rates and rescind the surcharge rates.

3.	That the Administration be directed to prepare a report for Council that (a) compares the rate structure per volume of usage for both domestic and commercial customers to that of other Canadian cities, and (b) details of how these rates fit into the City of Edmonton economic vision.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce, L. Langley.

I.	MOTIONS ON NOTICE

I.01.		National Highway Program (A. Bolstad).

	

Councillor Bolstad stated that, at the next meeting of the Utilities and Public Works Committee, he will move:

1.	That the Administration prepare a letter, in consultation with the Yellowhead Highway Association, that urges the federal and provincial governments to develop a cost shared national highway program.  The letter should indicate the benefit of such a program to Canada, Alberta and the City of Edmonton; and further, that the Administration determine the list of people and/or agencies who should receive this letter from the Mayor and Council of the City of Edmonton.

2.	That the Administration report back to the Utilities and Public Works Committee with a priorized list of short, medium and long term roadway improvements, complete with rough cost estimates, that are required on that portion of the Yellowhead Highway that falls within the City of Edmonton.

K.	ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.
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