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TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MINUTES

Tuesday, January 13, 2004

	MEMBERS:
	PRESENT:

	L. Langley, Chair
	L. Langley

	D. Thiele, Vice-Chair
	D. Thiele

	J. Batty
	J. Batty

	J. Melnychuk
	J. Melnychuk


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

Councillor B. Anderson

Councillor A. Bolstad

Councillor M. Phair

A. B. Maurer, City Manager

S. Thompson, Office of the City Clerk

A.1.
CALL TO ORDER

Councillor L. Langley called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

Councillor A. Bolstad was in attendance.

A.2.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOVED  D. Thiele:

That the January 13, 2004, Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting agenda be adopted with the addition of the following item:

G.1.b.
University of Alberta Health Research Initiative Facility – Construction of a Tunnelled Building Sewer Service

Councillor M. Phair entered the meeting.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk, D. Thiele.

A.3.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

MOVED  J. Batty:

That the December 3, 2003, Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting minutes be adopted.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk, D. Thiele.

B.2.

EXEMPTIONS AND VOTE ON ALL OTHER ITEMS

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

That items G.1.a. C, G.1.b., G.2.a., G.2.b. and G.2.d. be exempted for debate; and 

D.3.
STATUS OF REPORTS  (
D.3.a.
Environment Management System (K. Leibovici)

	That the revised due date of February 10, 2004, be approved.
	AMPW

Due: Feb. 10, 2004


D.3.b.
Progress Report – Growing Transportation Issues in Northwest Edmonton

That the revised due date of March 2, 2004, be approved.

RECONSIDERED

(continued on page 7)

D.3.c.
The Status of “Brownfields” in Edmonton

	That the revised due date of April 20, 2004, be approved.
	AMPW

Due: Apr. 20, 2004


G.2.
TRANSPORTATION AND STREETS DEPARTMENT

G.2.c.

Preliminary/Detailed Design and Construction Engineering Services Consultant Appointment  (
	That approval be given to retain external professional services for the preliminary/detailed design and construction engineering for 23 Avenue/Gateway Boulevard Interchange.
	Transportation & Streets 


G.3.
OTHER REPORTS

G.3.a.

Open Tenders $1,000,000 or Greater (Inclusive of GST) as at December 23, 2003  (
	That Administration award the tender projects listed in Attachment 1 of the December 23, 2003, Transportation and Streets Department report 2004COF003 and enter into all relevant agreements, such tenders to be in accordance with Administration’s normal tendering guidelines.
	Corporate Services


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk, D. Thiele.

Councillor B. Anderson entered the meeting.

B.3.
DECISION TO HEAR AND TIME SPECIFICS
MOVED  L. Langley:

That item G.2.d. - Dunvegan Access Road - be dealt with as the second item of business.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk, D. Thiele.

D.
ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES AND RESPONSES

D.1.
ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES

D.1.a.

Beaver Regional Waste Management Services Commission – Future Landfill Options for the City of Edmonton (A. Bolstad)

	“I understand the Beaver Regional Waste Management Services Commission is well along with its plans to develop a very large landfill site next to the village of Ryley, approximately 75 km southeast of Edmonton.

In a January 8, 2004, meeting with Roy Neehall, Manager, Waste Management Branch, Asset Management and Public Works Department, Commission officials and myself, Commission officials made it clear that they are quite capable and willing to accept waste from the City of Edmonton.  Their preference would be to sign a long-term contract, one that would last at least 25 years, we were told.

Consequently, I would appreciate a report that responds to the following questions.

1. Does the Beaver landfill site present a viable option for the City of Edmonton?

2. Would it be in the City’s interest to enter into negotiations in the near future, while this option is available?

3. Are there other landfill options the City would like to explore?

4. Given the rapidly declining lifespan of the Clover Bar landfill site, how does Administration propose to deal with this issue?

As a footnote, I was told that the officials from the Beaver Regional Waste Management  Services Commission are willing to come to City Hall to make a presentation at a Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting.

I would appreciate it if that could be arranged for the same time as when the response to this inquiry is presented.”
	AMPW

Due:  Mar. 16, 2004

D.1.a. contd.

AMPW

Due:  Mar. 16, 2004


D.1.b.

Transit Ridership (M. Phair)

	“I would like the following information from Transit.

1. Ridership levels for 2002, 2003 and predictions for 2004 and 2005.

2. The number of new areas of the City with no service that warrant it and the likely additional areas in 2004 and 2005.

3. The number of new areas with partial service that warrant an increase in transit and projections for 2004 and 2005.

4. The number of communities that received “early” transit service because of arrangements with the developers.  Information on what the arrangements were (cost of service, vehicles, etc.) the length of time the arrangements covered and what happens to the service when the arrangement ends.

5. The number of buses currently in the fleet, their usage and the predicted need for an increase in vehicles, drivers, garages, etc. over the next five years.

6. Any information that Transit has on the impact on ridership in new areas when service is provided at the early stage of development as opposed to when development is completed.

I would like this inquiry to return to the Transportation and Public Works Committee.”
	Transportation & Streets

Due:  Mar. 16, 2004


G.
REPORTS RELATED TO TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MATTERS
G.1.
ASSET MANAGEMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

G.1.a.
C
Drainage Master Plan 2004 – 2014 Implementation and Strategies  (
W. D. Burn, General Manager, and K. Sawatzky, Asset Management and Public Works Department, made a presentation.

Administration project consultants B. Buie, UMA Engineering Ltd.; H. Kuehne, Associated Engineering Group Ltd./Member, Infrastructure Technical Advisory Committee; and 
T. Cooper, CORVUS Business Advisors, made presentations and answered the Committee’s questions.

K. Sawatzky and J. Hodgson, Asset Management and Public Works Department; L. Benowski, General Manager, Planning and Development Department, answered the Committee's questions.

A. B. Maurer, City Manager, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED  J. Batty:

That Transportation and Public Works Committee recommend to City Council:

That the Drainage Master Plan 2004 – 2014 Implementation and Strategies be approved.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk, D. Thiele.

MOVED  J. Batty:

	1. That Members of Council, who wish to do so, may submit written questions on the Drainage Master Plan to the Office of the City Clerk by noon, Thursday, January 15, 2004. [Attachment 1 to the January 13, 2004, Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting minutes]
2. That a report responding to Councillors’ questions on the Drainage Master Plan be distributed to Members of Council prior to the January 20, 2004, City Council meeting.
	AMPW

City Manager

Due: Jan. 19, 2004


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk, D. Thiele.

G.2.
TRANSPORTATION AND STREETS DEPARTMENT

G.2.d.

Dunvegan Access Road Concerns (Transportation Planning Workshops)  (
B. Stephenson, Transportation and Streets Department, made a presentation and answered the Committee's questions.  R. Millican, General Manager, Transportation and Streets Department; and S. Thompson, Office of the City Clerk, answered the Committee's questions.

(continued on page 8)

D.3.
STATUS OF REPORTS  (
D.3.b.
Progress Report – Growing Transportation Issues in Northwest Edmonton

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

That the following motion be reconsidered:

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

That the revised due date of March 2, 2004, be approved.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk, D. Thiele.

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

	That the revised due date of March 16, 2004, be approved.
	Transportation & Streets

Due:  Mar. 16, 2004


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk, D. Thiele.

(continued from page 7)

G.2.
TRANSPORTATION AND STREETS DEPARTMENT

G.2.d.

Dunvegan Access Road Concerns (Transportation Planning Workshops)  (
MOVED  D. Thiele:

	1.
That the December 15, 2003, Transportation and Streets Department report 2004TS8181 be received for information.

2.
That the following progress reports return to the March 16, 2004, Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting at 1:30 p.m. and be dealt with together:

a. Progress report on Dunvegan Access Road Concerns.

b. Progress report on the Growing Transportation Issues in Northwest Edmonton.
	Transportation & Streets

Due:
Mar. 16, 2004

1:30 p.m.


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk, D. Thiele.

G.1.
ASSET MANAGEMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

G.1.b.

University of Alberta Health Research Initiative Facility – Construction of a Tunnelled Building Sewer Service  (
Councillor L. Langley vacated the Chair and Councillor D. Thiele presided.  Councillor 
L. Langley left the meeting.

K. Sawatzky and W. D. Burn, General Manager, Asset Management and Public Works Department, answered the Committee's questions.

Councillor L. Langley re-entered the meeting.  Councillor D. Thiele vacated the Chair and Councillor L. Langley presided.

MOVED  D. Thiele:

	7. That approval be granted to enter into an agreement with Comstock Canada Ltd. for the construction of a tunnelled sewer service to University of Alberta Health Research Initiative Facility building for a contract value of approximately $350,000 (including GST and contingency).

8. That the agreement with Comstock Canada Ltd. be in a form acceptable to the Corporate Services Department (Law) and the contents acceptable to the General Manager, Asset Management and Public Works Department.
	AMPW

Corporate Services


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk, D. Thiele.

G.2.
TRANSPORTATION AND STREETS DEPARTMENT

G.2.a.

LRT Extension – Managing Consultant – 2004 Purchase Order  (
B. Griffith and R. Millican, General Manager, Transportation and Streets Department, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED  L. Langley:

	That approval be granted to renew the purchase order for a value not to exceed $7,855,390 for management and engineering consulting services for the continued planning and engineering design for the South LRT.
	Transportation & Streets


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk, D. Thiele.

G.2.b.

LRT Extension – Managing Consultant Agreement  (
R. Millican, General Manager, Transportation and Streets Department; and A. B. Maurer, City Manager, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

	That approval be granted to amend the Stantec Consulting Ltd. agreement for the South LRT Extension Section 1B – Health Sciences to Neil Crawford Centre.
	Transportation & Streets


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk, D. Thiele.

N.
NOTICES OF MOTION

Councillor L. Langley asked whether there were any Notices of Motion.  There were none.

O.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

______________________________

______________________________

CHAIR





CITY CLERK

COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS TO ASSET MANAGEMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – FOR RESPONSE AT JANUARY 20, 2004, CITY COUNCIL MEETING

G.1.a.
C
Drainage Master Plan 2004 – 2014 Implementation and Strategies 

Councillor M. Phair:

1. Pesticides

· Is there an increase in pesticides finding their way into our drainage system?

· Are there environmental standards and concerns about pesticides?  Are these standards likely to become more stringent?  Is ‘treatment’ for pesticides costly?  Has the Department and/or panel of experts looked at this problem and possible solutions?
2. Wetlands (Section 4.2.4)

· This section primarily addresses wetlands with ‘permanent’ bodies of water.  Edmonton has many intermittent wetlands.  Is it not possible to include these in this section as desired for stormwater management and water quality enhancement?

· Are such intermittent wetlands difficult to use in an engineered system because they are not as easy to conform to code standards?  Could the Department move to performance based standards to make such engineered systems possible and less costly?

· How might this section be amended to include a reference to intermittent wetlands?

3. Intensification

· The report makes reference to the intensification of development in established areas as impacting the sewerage and drainage systems.  What is causing this impact?  Is it because the flow is increasing because of newly developing areas going through older areas for treatment as well as the flow due to intensification?

· How extensive and critical of an issue is this?  What solutions are proposed?

Councillor A. Bolstad:

Page 7 (3.3.2)

Mention is made about the number of interconnections the city has between the sanitary system and the storm system “to provide relief for the sanitary system during wet weather events”.  If these interconnections are removed as planned, where is the “relief” for the sanitary sewer system?  We will see more back-ups in residential basements?

Page 12 (4.1.2)

You mention that municipalities have been encouraged to provide “some level of storm water treatment for new developments.”.  What kind of treatment?  Does the City of Edmonton do this?  Do we ask developers to do this?  Should we?

Page 13  (4.1.5)

Regarding separation of the combined storm and sanitary sewer system.

I know this has been the city’s objective for some time now.  Could you please summarize how far we are along (what areas have been done) and what kind of timeline are we looking at to separate the rest of it?

Page 14 (4.1.7)

Regional Relations.  It seems to me that we have been trying to develop a master agreement with the Regional Waste Water Commission for at least three years.  How are we coming?  Are there steps city council could take to help push this along?

Page 23 (5.2.1)

You say we want citizens to disconnect roof their leaders from the storm sewer line.  I hear very little about this.  Should we step up this exercise?  How might that be done?

Page 27 (5.5.1)

I don’t know what you mean by “baseflow diversion”.  And how is it we are separating oils from the storm water?

Page 31 (5.8.1) 

You commented about providing recycled water to industrial plants east of Edmonton at the committee meeting.  Are you thinking of building a pipeline network?  If so, how might that be financed?
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