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TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MINUTES

Tuesday, April 6, 2004

	MEMBERS:
	PRESENT:

	L. Langley, Chair
	L. Langley

	D. Thiele, Vice-Chair
	

	J. Batty
	

	J. Melnychuk
	J. Melnychuk


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

Councillor B. Anderson

Councillor A. Bolstad

Councillor R. Hayter

Councillor K. Leibovici

Councillor S. Mandel

Councillor M. Phair

A. B. Maurer, City Manager

J. Wright, Office of the City Clerk

A.
CALL TO ORDER AND RELATED BUSINESS
A.1.
CALL TO ORDER

Council L. Langley called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.

Councillor J. Batty and D. Thiele were absent.

Councillors A. Bolstad, K. Leibovici and S. Mandel were in attendance.

Pursuant to Section 151(1) of Bylaw No. 12300, The Procedures and Committee Bylaw, Councillor A. Bolstad was named as a Member of the Transportation and Public Works Committee in order to maintain quorum.

A.2.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

That the April 6, 2004, Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting agenda be adopted with the following changes:

1.
ADDITIONS:

G.1.d. C
Capital Budget Adjustment – DATS Fleet and Garage Facility (Hybrid Business Model)

2. REPLACEMENT PAGE:

G.2.b. C
Dunvegan Access Road – Progress Report (Dunvegan Access Road Concerns – Transportation Planning Workshops) - Attachment 1 – Replacement Page

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

A.3.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

That the March 16, 2004, Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting minutes be adopted.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

B.
PROCEDURAL MATTERS

B.1.
EXEMPTIONS AND VOTE ON ALL OTHER ITEMS

The Committee exempted items G.1.a., G.1.b., G.1.d. C, G.2.a. C, G.2.b. C, G.2.c., G.2.d. C, G.2.e. and G.3.a. for debate.

MOVED  A. Bolstad:

D.3.
STATUS OF REPORTS   (
D.3.a.
Utilities and Services in and Around Churchill Square – Stakeholder Concerns

	That the revised due date of Apr. 20, 2004 be approved.
	AMPW

Due: Apr. 20, 2004


G.
REPORTS RELATED TO TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MATTERS
G.1.
ASSET MANAGEMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

G.1.c.

Change Order to Confederation Leisure Centre Upgrade  (
	That the total purchase order value to Sure-Form Construction Ltd. on the Confederation Leisure Centre Upgrade renovations be increased from $3,993,558 to $4,181,500.
	AMPW


G.3.
OTHER REPORTS

G.3.b.

Sanitary Servicing Strategy Fund  (
	That the March 17, 2004, Planning and Development report 2004PDD012 be received for information.
	Planning & Dev.


G.3.c.

Open Tenders $1,000,000 or Greater (Inclusive of GST) as at 
March 10, 2004  (
	That Administration award the tender projects outlined in Attachment 1 of the March 10, 2004, Corporate Services Department report 2004COF030, and enter into all relevant agreements, such tenders to be in accordance with Administration’s normal tendering guidelines
	Corporate Svcs.


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

B.2.
TIME SPECIFICS AND DECISION TO HEAR
MOVED  A. Bolstad:

That the Committee hear from the following delegations:

G.2.b. C
Dunvegan Access Road – Progress Report (Dunvegan Access Road Concerns – Transportation Planning Workshops)

1. Nancy Hack, Chair, Dunvegan Park Citizens’ Committee

2. Shannon Campbell, Dunvegan Park Citizens’ Committee

3. Jim Murphy, Ogilvie LLP, on behalf of Nelson Lumber

4. Pamela Carreiro

5. Garry Bondarevich

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

D.
ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES AND RESPONSES

D.1.
ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES

D.1.a.

Kids in the Hall (K. Leibovici)

	Recently Kids in the Hall has lost a major sponsor for its program, whose contributions annually were $30,000 - $50,000 US.  Kids in the Hall is an excellent example of the role that the City has in creating an inclusive community and providing for strong and healthy communities.

Could Administration provide the following information:

1. What is the current costs that Kids in the Hall pays to the City of Edmonton?

2. How are those costs determined?

3. How do these costs compare to other not-for-profit organizations that lease City-owned space?

4.
What suggestions can Administration provide to reduce the costs that Kids in the Hall is required to pay?
	AMPW

Due:  June 8, 2004

D.1.a. cont.

AMPW

Due:  June 8, 2004


D.1.b.

Feasibility Study for an Oil Sands Transportation Initiative (K. Leibovici)  

	Recently, the Minister of Economic Development announced a feasibility study for an Oil Sands Transportation Initiative to improve surface transportation links between Edmonton Capital Region and Fort McMurray.

Could Administration provide the following information:

1. Will the City of Edmonton be a participant in this feasibility study?

2. What are the advantages/disadvantages of this rail line going through the city of Edmonton?

3. Will commuter rail be a part of this proposal and if not why not?

4. Will the rail lines be able to accommodate high speed rapid rail from Leduc through Edmonton to Fort McMurray?

5. Can the proposed rail line be integrated with our proposals for an expanded BRT/LRT system especially if commuter rail is being contemplated?

6. What will the impacts of this proposed rail line on the CN Edmonton Intermodel, which is currently a major distribution point for supplies to the North?

7. As the Edmonton/Calgary corridor is one of the greatest generators of wealth in Alberta, will the Province consider a similar study for a high speed rail line to Calgary, or at the very least incorporate this concept into the feasibility study to ensure a real connection between the major economic centres in Alberta?
	Transportation & Streets

Due:  June 8, 2004


Councillor B. Anderson and R. Hayter entered the meeting.

D.1.c.

Speeding in Residential Areas (A. Bolstad)

	This inquiry pertains to the problems the City has with motorists speeding through residential areas throughout the city.

As this problem is widespread and very difficult to address, I’d Administration to consider the idea of reducing the speed limit, in residential areas, to 40 km per hour.

As I recall, this is something the City of Calgary proposed three or four years ago, so I think it would be helpful if we obtained their perspective on the situation.

In addition, I would welcome any comments we might receive from the Edmonton Police Service and/or Edmonton Police Commission.

I would like to know if this measure has been tried elsewhere.

Finally, if Administration is reluctant to pursue this change, I would appreciate any other suggestions staff might have which could improve traffic safety in residential areas.
	Transportation & Streets

Due:  June 8, 2004


Orders of the Day were called to deal with item G.3.a.

G.
REPORTS RELATED TO TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MATTERS
G.3.
OTHER REPORTS

G.3.a.

Edmonton Transit System Advisory Board – 2003 Annual Report  (
G. Feltham, Chair, Edmonton Transit System Advisory Board, made a presentation and answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

	That the Edmonton Transit System Advisory Board annual report for the period January 1 to December 31, 2003, be received for information.
	Transportation & Streets


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

Councillor M. Phair entered the meeting.

G.1.
ASSET MANAGEMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

G.1.a.

Acquisition of Property from the Province of Alberta – South of the Future 87 Avenue Alignment and West of Anthony Henday Drive  (
A. B. Maurer, City Manager; P. Sande, Asset Management and Public Works Department; and B. Stephenson, Transportation and Streets Department, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED  A. Bolstad:

	That the purchase of the property legally described as portions of the NE 30-52-25-4 containing a total area of 36.685 acres (14.85 ha.), more or less, excepting thereout all mines and minerals, from the Province of Alberta for the maximum value of $1,665,700 be approved.
	AMPW


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

G.1.b.

Sale of Downtown Farmers Market  (
W. D. Burn, General Manager; and T. Loat, Asset Management and Public Works Department, made presentations.  T. Loat, Asset Management and Public Works Department; and 
A. B. Maurer, City Manager, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

	That the sale to Five Oaks Inc. of the downtown Farmers Market and adjacent lands - legally described as Lots 25 – 38, Block 3, Plan ND, plus a portion of closed road right-of-way adjacent to Lot 32 (less corner cuts required for road from Lots 32, 33 and the closed road right-of-way) - be approved, for the price of $1,875,000 and in accordance with the Terms and Conditions of Sale listed in Attachment 1 of the March 16, 2004, Asset Management and Public Works Department report 2004PWL037.
	AMPW


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

G.1.d.
C
Capital Budget Adjustment – DATS Fleet and Garage Facility (Hybrid Business Model)  (
W. D. Burn, General Manager, and B. Mohr, Asset Management and Public Works Department; and A. B. Maurer, City Manager, made presentations.  B. Mohr and A. Lee, Asset Management and Public Works Department; R. Millican, General Manager, Transportation and Streets Department; A. B. Maurer, City Manager; and R. Rosychuk, Corporate Services Department, answered the Committee's questions.

(continued on page 9)

MOVED  A. Bolstad:

That the Committee recess for five minutes.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

The Committee recessed at 10:55 a.m.

The Committee reconvened at 11:02 a.m.

Councillors J. Batty and D. Thiele were absent.

Councillor A. Bolstad was in attendance.

Orders of the Day were called to deal with item G.2.a. C.

G.2.
TRANSPORTATION AND STREETS DEPARTMENT

G.2.a.
C
Bylaw 13618 - to Amend Access Control Bylaw 9957 to Include the Physical Closure of 123 Street at Yellowhead Trail  (
The Chair asked if there were any persons present to speak to this item.  There were no persons present.

B. Stephenson and R. Millican, General Manager, Transportation and Streets Department, answered the Committee's questions.

Councillors R. Hayter and K. Leibovici entered the meeting.

MOVED  A. Bolstad:

That Transportation and Public Works Committee recommend to City Council:

That Bylaw 13618 be given the appropriate readings.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

(continued from page 8)

G.1.d.
C
Capital Budget Adjustment – DATS Fleet and Garage Facility (Hybrid Business Model)  (
A. B. Maurer, City Manager; and A. Lee, Asset Management and Public Works Department, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED  L. Langley:

That Transportation and Public Works Committee recommend to City Council:

1. That the acquisition of 81 wheel chair lift-equipped vans for DATS service be approved, with $7,290,000 in funding being provided in 2004 from General Financing, Equipment Pool Retained Earnings and 2004 Operating Budget, Corporate Expenditures Program - Financial Strategies, as detailed in the April 1, 2004, Asset Management and Public Works Department report 2004PWL043.

2. That $5,500,000 be approved for upgrading and expanding the former Telus building at the City’s Davies Integrated Yard to provide garage, driver support and administrative facilities required to implement the DATS Hybrid Model, with funding being provided in 2004 and 2005 from General Financing and the Fuel Rebate as detailed in the April 1, 2004, Asset Management and Public Works Department report 2004PWL043

A. Lee, Asset Management and Public Works Department; and A. B. Maurer, City Manager, answered the Committee's questions.

AMENDMENT MOVED  A. Bolstad:

That the words "along with 10-20 existing vans from DATS employees," be added in part 1 after the “lift-equipped vans.”

CARRIED

FOR THE AMENDMENT:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

MOTION ON ITEM G.1.d. C, AS AMENDED, put:

That Transportation and Public Works Committee recommend to City Council:

1. That the acquisition of 81 wheel chair lift-equipped vans, along with 10-20 existing vans from DATS employees, for DATS service be approved, with $7,290,000 in funding being provided in 2004 from General Financing, Equipment Pool Retained Earnings and 2004 Operating Budget, Corporate Expenditures Program - Financial Strategies, as detailed in the April 1, 2004, Asset Management and Public Works Department report 2004PWL043.

2. That $5,500,000 be approved for upgrading and expanding the former Telus building at the City’s Davies Integrated Yard to provide garage, driver support and administrative facilities required to implement the DATS Hybrid Model, with funding being provided in 2004 and 2005 from General Financing and the Fuel Rebate as detailed in the April 1, 2004, Asset Management and Public Works Department report 2004PWL043

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION

AS AMENDED:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

G.2.d.
C
Strategic Review for High Speed Transit to the West North/Northwest and Southeast  (
R. Millican, General Manager, and B. Stephenson, Transportation and Streets Department, made presentations.

Councillor S. Mandel entered the meeting.

G. Menzies, Transportation and Streets Department, made a presentation.

Councillor M. Phair entered the meeting.

B. Stephenson, Transportation and Streets Department, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED  A. Bolstad:

1. That Administration hold three open houses - one in the west end, one in southeast Edmonton and one in north-central Edmonton - to describe the high speed transit plan for area residents and obtain public feedback.

2. That Administration report back with a summary of the comments received at the open houses to a special meeting of Transportation and Public Works Committee.

3. That Transportation and Public Works Committee use this meeting to hold a non-statutory public hearing on high speed transit and instruct Administration to advertise this meeting as such.

4. That Transportation and Public Works Committee recommend to City Council:

That Members of City Council provide written questions on High Speed Transit to Administration and that Administration provide responses to their questions by July 2004.

R. Millican, General Manager, Transportation and Streets Department, answered the Committee's questions.

(continued on page 14)

The Committee recessed at 12 noon.

The Committee reconvened at 1:30 p.m.

Councillors J. Batty and D. Thiele were absent.

Councillors A. Bolstad and R. Hayter were in attendance.

Orders of the Day were called to deal with item G.2.b. C.

G.2.b.
C
Dunvegan Access Road – Progress Report (Dunvegan Access Road Concerns -Transportation Planning Workshops)  (
R. Millican, General Manager, A. Jones and B. Stephenson, Transportation and Streets Department, made a presentation.  Copies of the presentation were distributed to Members of the Committee and a copy was filed with the Office of the City Clerk.

MOVED  A. Bolstad:

That the Committee hear from Gerry Brin, Cyclist Advisory Committee.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

N. Hack, Dunvegan Citizens’ Committee, made a presentation.

Councillor B. Anderson entered the meeting.

S. Campbell; Dunvegan Parks Citizens’ Committee; P. Carreiro; J. Murphy, on behalf of Nelson Lumber; G. Bondarevich; and G. Brin, Cyclist Advisory Committee, made presentations and answered the Committee's questions.

Councillor K. Leibovici entered the meeting.

B. Stephenson and R. Millican, General Manager, Transportation and Streets Department, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED  A. Bolstad:

That Transportation and Public Works Committee recommend to City Council:

1. That the proposed Grain Terminal Road/128 Avenue/St. Albert Trail Concept Plan (as illustrated in Attachment 1 of the February 25, 2004, Transportation and Streets Department report 2004TS8942) be approved for staged implementation.

2. That Administration report back on:

a.
The feasibility of installing a crosswalk, lighted or otherwise, on Dunvegan Road at approximately 130 Ave (the park).

b.
The results of future speed and volume studies conducted in the Dunvegan area.

c.
The projected costs for land acquisition and other issues related to the Dunvegan Road project and suggested source of funds to cover this cost.

AMENDMENT MOVED  L. Langley:

That the words “in principle” be added in part 1 after “be approved.”

CARRIED

FOR THE AMENDMENT:
L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

OPPOSED:
A. Bolstad.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

MOTION ON ITEM G.2.b.C, AS AMENDED, put:

That Transportation and Public Works Committee recommend to City Council:

1. That the proposed Grain Terminal Road/128 Avenue/St. Albert Trail Concept Plan (as illustrated in Attachment 1 of the February 25, 2004, Transportation and Streets Department report 2004TS8942) be approved in principle for staged implementation.

2. That Administration report back on:

a.
The feasibility of installing a crosswalk, lighted or otherwise, on Dunvegan Road at approximately 130 Ave (the park).

b.
The results of future speed and volume studies conducted in the Dunvegan area.

c.
The projected costs for land acquisition and other issues related to the Dunvegan Road project and suggested source of funds to cover this cost.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION

AS AMENDED:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

MOVED  L. Langley:

That the Committee recess for five minutes.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

The Committee recessed at 3:10 p.m.

The Committee reconvened at 3:18 p.m.

Councillors J. Batty and D. Thiele were absent.

Councillor A. Bolstad was in attendance.

G.2.c.

Northwest Edmonton Transportation Study Progress Report (Growing Transportation Issues in Northwest Edmonton)  (
B. Stephenson, Transportation and Streets Department, made a presentation

Councillors R. Hayter, K. Leibovici and M. Phair entered the meeting.

B. Stephenson, Transportation and Streets Department, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

	That the February 24, 2004, Transportation and Streets Department report 2004TS7310 be received for information.
	Transportation & Streets


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

(continued from page  11)

G.2.d.
C
Strategic Review for High Speed Transit to the West North/Northwest and Southeast  (
MOTION ON ITEM G.2.d.C, put:

1. That Administration hold three open houses: one in the west end, one in southeast Edmonton and one in north-central Edmonton, to describe the high speed transit plan for area residents and obtain public feedback.

2. That Administration report back with a summary of the comments received at the open houses to a special meeting of Transportation and Public Works Committee.

3. That Transportation and Public Works Committee use this meeting to hold a non-statutory public hearing on high speed transit and instruct Administration to advertise this meeting as such.

4. That Transportation and Public Works Committee recommend to City Council:

That Members of City Council provide written questions on High Speed Transit to Administration and that Administration provide responses to their questions by July 6, 2004.

Councillors B. Anderson and S. Mandel entered the meeting.

B. Stephenson, Transportation and Streets Department, answered the Committee's questions.

LOST

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad.

OPPOSED:
L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

That Transportation and Public Works Committee recommend to City Council:

1. That the ultimate and staged High Speed Transit networks (Attachments 1 and 2 of the March 14, 2004, Transportation and Streets Department report 2004TS8643) be approved for further land use and transportation planning.

2. That Administration commence additional planning studies to evaluate routes and develop staging plans and costs for Bus Rapid Transit (Mixed mode) on the following corridors:

· Downtown to NAIT

· West Edmonton to South LRT

· Downtown to Mill Woods

3. That the staged and ultimate High Speed Transit networks be assessed to define right-of-way requirements.  

4. That all City of Edmonton lands adjacent to High Speed Transit networks (Attachment 1 and 2 of the March 14, 2004, Transportation and Streets Department report 2004TS8643) be retained until completion of studies to define land requirements.

5. That funding strategies be developed for protection of land/right of way for the ultimate and staged High Speed Transit networks.

6. That a city-wide HST/Bus Rapid Transit marketing and communication strategy be developed prior to implementation of initial High Speed Transit stages.

7. That Administration continue to promote Smart Choices ideas adjacent to the High Speed Transit network.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

OPPOSED:
A. Bolstad.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

	That Administration provide a verbal report on possible processes for public consultation on high speed transit corridors at the April 13, 2004, City Council meeting.
	Transportation & Streets


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

G.2.e.

South LRT Extension Section 1A – Pedway Agreement/Payment with the University of Alberta  (
R. Millican, General Manager, Transportation and Streets Department, made a presentation and answered the Committee's questions.  W. Mandryk, Transportation and Streets Department; and A. B. Maurer, City Manager, answered the Committee's questions.

MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

	1. That approval be given to enter into an agreement with the University of Alberta for the future Pedway between Health Sciences Station, the Walter C. MacKenzie Health Sciences Centre (University Hospital) and the future Health Sciences Ambulatory Learning Centre.

2.
That the Agreement be acceptable in form to Corporate Services Department, Law Branch, and in content to the General Manager of Transportation and Streets Department.
	Corporate Svcs.


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

ABSENT:
J. Batty, D. Thiele.

N.
NOTICES OF MOTION

Councillor L. Langley asked whether there were any Notices of Motion.  There were none.

O.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 4:26 p.m.

______________________________

______________________________

CHAIR
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