<Report>Agenda Item No.: E.1.e.

Sponsorship Request – 2004 World Cup of Women’s Baseball

Funding Request – 2004 World Cup of Women’s Baseball


Recommendation:

1. That the Edmonton International Baseball Foundation’s (E.I.B.F.) request for City of Edmonton financial support for the 2004 World Cup of Women’s Baseball be considered as a part of the 2003 Budget process.

2. That the City of Edmonton waive all fees for use of John Fry Park and selected practice facilities by entering into a Special Event Agreement with the Edmonton International Baseball Foundation for the purposes of hosting the 2004 World Cup of Baseball in accordance with the terms and conditions contained in Attachment 2.  The Special Event Agreement shall be acceptable in form to the Law Branch of the Corporate Services Department and in content to the General Manager of the Community Services Department. 

Report Summary

Even though the event qualifies for funding support (21/30), the Corporate Promotions and Events Fund does not have sufficient funds to cover the Edmonton International Baseball Foundation’s funding request for support of the 2004 World Cup of Women’s Baseball (July 30 – August 8) in Edmonton.  However, access to Telus Field, free use of John Fry Park and selected practice fields can be accommodated. 

Report

· The Edmonton International Baseball Foundation (E.I.B.F.) has been awarded the first-ever World Cup of Women’s Baseball by the International Baseball Foundation (July 30 – August 8, 2004) (Attachment 1). 

· This is a 32-game event that showcases the best female baseball players from eight countries, including the United States, Cuba, Japan, Australia, China, and Team Canada as the host.  Organizers anticipate over 400 athletes and officials will participate in the championship.

· The E.I.B.F. has requested that the City of Edmonton provide a $65,000 cash sponsorship for operating, $10,000 towards a barbecue at Fort Edmonton Park and $2,000 in rental fees for John Fry Park and selected practice facilities.

· The E.I.B.F. has also requested access to Telus Field, through the “Operating Agreement” the City currently has in place with the Edmonton Trappers.

· Other municipal services that are required would be provided on a regular fee-for-service basis. 

· The E.I.B.F. has already received $75,000 in funding from the government of Alberta and will also be approaching Sport Canada, as per their funding strategy from the 2000 World “AAA” Baseball Championships.

Justification of Recommendation

1. The E.I.B.F’s 2004 World Cup of Women’s Baseball sponsorship request is appropriate to be considered as a part of the Corporate Promotions and Event Fund budget request for 2003.

2. E.I.B.F’s request for access to Telus Field through the “Operating Agreement” the City currently has in place with the Trappers, John Fry Park and selected practice fields can all be accommodated within existing Department budgets.

Background Information Attached

1. June 15, 2002, letter received from Ron Hayter, Chairman of Edmonton International Baseball Foundation outlining request for City services
2. Terms and Conditions of the 2004 World Cup of Women’s Baseball Special Event Agreement with the Edmonton International Baseball Foundation

3. Edmonton International Baseball Foundation – City of Edmonton Funding History

Background Information Available on Request

1. Fact Sheet: History of the Edmonton International Baseball Foundation

2. Edmonton International Baseball Foundation- Board of Governors 2002-2003

3. Special Agreement/Funding Request – 2000 World Youth “AAA” Baseball Championships

4. Edmonton International Baseball Foundation - Information on recognition for various sponsorship levels

1. Telus Field will be made available to the Edmonton International Baseball Foundation at no cost for the period of July 28 – August 9, 2004.  John Fry Park will be made available to the Foundation for the same time period at no charge.  The Foundation is responsible for the payment of all costs for services and staffing directly related to the staging of the World Cup.

2. The Foundation shall provide all staff including, but not limited to, supervisory staff, ticket sellers, ticket takers, ushers, announcers, umpires and security.

3. The City of Edmonton may provide, at the request and expense of the Foundation, technical staff to run the scoreboard and sound system, ground crews, Building Trades Maintenance staff and cleaning services.

4. The Foundation will hire, at its expense, uniformed Special Duty Police Officers as a component of its security plans in both venues.

5. The Agreement includes a requirement for the Foundation to provide a $10,000 performance guarantee, payable to the City of Edmonton, prior to the start of the Tournament.  This amount, if not required by the City for the repair or replacement of items within Telus Field or John Fry Park or for the failure to pay the costs of other services as agreed to, shall be returned to the Licensee.

6. This Special Event Agreement shall be in a form acceptable to the Law Branch, Corporate Services Department, and in content acceptable to the General Manager, Community Services Department.  This Special Event Agreement may be amended by the General Manager, Community Services Department, for the purpose of carrying out this action.

Edmonton International Baseball Foundation: City of Edmonton Funding History

Year

Event


Grant Program

Approved Amount

2000

World Junior AAA
One-time Operating Budget-
$70,000.00
Community Services
($60,000 cash plus $10,000 for a Fort Edmonton Park BBQ)

1995 Americas Baseball
Council Contingency

$86,000.00
Challenge (Olympic 
($70,000 cash plus $16,000 for Fort

qualification tournament)
Edmonton Park BBQ 

1990

World Championships
Grant-In-Aid Contingency

$77,000.00
Special Projects
($60,000 cash plus $17,000 for a Fort Edmonton Park BBQ)
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