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Damage done by Cars Racing on 104 Avenue (M. Phair)
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	Recommendation:

That the April 16, 2004, Corporate Services Department report 2004COL006 be received for information.


Report Summary

This report provides a response to an inquiry regarding the racing of cars on City streets.

Previous Council/Committee Action

At the March 23, 2004, City Council meeting, Councillor M. Phair made the following inquiry:

“Last Friday evening, there was damage done on 104 Avenue between 116 Street and 112 Street, by two cars racing on 104 Avenue in the early evening.  According to media reports, no charges were laid.

I would like the following information:

1. Apparently damage was done to both private and City property.  Who is responsible for covering the cost of the damage?

2. What legislation or bylaws would need to be enacted so a charge and fine for racing of cars could be implemented?”

Report

1. If the identities of the people causing the damage are known then these people would be liable to the owner of any private property and to the City for any damage caused by them.  If the identities of these people are not known then each owner would be responsible for the cost of any repairs to their property.

2. Such legislation is already in place.  Section 115(2)(c) of the Traffic Safety Act prohibits driving a vehicle on a highway in a race unless the race has been authorized by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles or by the municipality in charge of the highway.

· Section 115(2) of the Traffic Safety Act also prohibits driving carelessly, driving on a bet or a wager, driving so as to perform a stunt, driving at excessive speeds and a number of other questionable driving practices.

· The specified fine for racing a vehicle on a highway is $350.  The maximum fine is $2,000.
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