<Report>Agenda Item No.:  E.1.e.

Alberta Urban Municipalities Association Resolution Supporting Increased Financial Support to AISH Recipients

Attachment 1

AUMA Resolution to Increase Financial Support Provided to AISH Recipients 



	Recommendation:

1. That the May 14, 2004, Community Services Department report 2004CSS012 be received for information.

2. That the draft resolution (Attachment 1 of the May 14, 2004, Community Services Department report 2004CSS012) be forwarded to the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association for consideration at the 2004 Annual Convention.


Report Summary

This report provides a response to City Council’s direction to Administration for preparation of an Alberta Urban Municipalities Association (AUMA) resolution on increasing financial support to AISH recipients.

Previous Council/Committee Action

At the May 11, 2004, City Council meeting, the following motion was passed:

That Administration be directed to prepare an Alberta Urban Municipalities Association resolution for consideration at the May 25, 2004, City Council meeting, which urges the provincial government to significantly increase the financial support provided to AISH recipients.

Report

· The Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped (AISH), administered by Alberta Human Resources and Employment (AHRE), provides financial and health benefits to adults with a permanent disability that severely impairs their ability to earn a livelihood. 

· The current AISH benefit depends on the income and assets of a spouse or co-habiting partner.  For a single person the benefit is a maximum of $850 per month ($10,200 annually).

· The benefit provides eligible Albertans with 51.5% of the Statistics Canada Low-Income Cut-off income threshold for a large City.

· When using the Market Basket Measure (MBM), the benefit provides eligible Albertans approximately 79% of the threshold income.

· Approximately 32,000 Albertans receive AISH benefits. 

Justification of Recommendation

This draft AUMA resolution meets City Council’s direction to Administration for a draft resolution to significantly increase the financial support for AISH recipients.  The draft resolution is consistent with previous resolutions on low-income programs and is also consistent with City Council’s submission to the Low Income Programs Review MLA Committee. 

Background Information Attached

1. Draft AUMA Resolution to Increase Financial Support Provided to AISH Recipients

AUMA

2004 Resolution No.

Edmonton

Increase Financial Support Provided to AISH Recipients

WHEREAS in 2002 Alberta Human Resources and Employment (AHRE) completed a review of its low-income programs, including Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped (AISH), in consultation with 6,000 Albertans; and

WHEREAS the issue most frequently identified was the inadequate level of financial support provided to Albertans who rely on income supports; and

WHEREAS the current support rate for AISH recipients is $850 per month which has not significantly changed for several years; and

WHEREAS the current support rate for individual AISH recipients is only 51.5% of the Low-Income Cut-off (the most commonly used measure of low-income) and only 79%
 of the “Market Basket Measure” of low income, making it difficult for many to obtain adequate food, clothing and shelter.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association urge the Government of Alberta to immediately increase the AISH benefit level by 25% to meet the “Market Basket Measure” income threshold level. 

BACKGROUND

Through a comprehensive consultation process conducted by an MLA Committee appointed by the Minister of Human Resources and Employment, feedback was gathered through a discussion guide and questionnaire. Over 6,000 Albertans including clients of AHRE, community organizations concerned with poverty, and AHRE staff responded to the review. 

In May, 2002, the Ministry released the MLA Committee’s report entitled, “What We Heard” – a summary of what Albertans had to say about the current system that supports low income Albertans.  Recommendation #2 stated:  “Provide enhanced and more flexible financial support.”  Another recommendation was to keep Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped as a separate program from Supports for Independence (now Alberta Works). 11In addition, the MLA Review Committee noted in its report that “current benefit levels do not meet the needs of many Albertans who rely on income supports.  The support system is not flexible enough to meet the higher costs of living in certain communities, especially where housing is more expensive.  Adjustments to support levels to recognize higher costs are neither responsive nor timely.” 22Despite this feedback, the Alberta government has said that any immediate changes to benefit levels will be considered only “as budget allows.”22The City of Edmonton submission to the MLA Review Committee recommended that benefit levels for low-income Albertans be tied to an acceptable percent of the Market Basket Measure.  The MBM was developed by the Federal Government and provinces in Spring 2003. 22
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� Adjusted from 2000 for inflation. 





Routing:



City Council

Delegation:


D. Kloster/R. Smyth/ S. Friedenthal 

Written By:


S. Friedenthal
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