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Skateboarding (M. Phair)



Recommendation:

That this report be received for information.

Report Summary

This report provides a response to an inquiry from Councillor M. Phair regarding skateboarding.

Previous Council/Committee Action:

At the City Council meeting of July 4, 2000, Councillor M. Phair made the following inquiry:

“I would like the following information regarding skateboarding:

1. Where is it legal/illegal to skateboard?

2. When was the last time the City reviewed its bylaws around skateboarding?

3. What rules/regulations/educational programs do the major cities have regarding skateboarding?

4. What recent initiatives have been undertaken by skateboarders, skateboarder clubs and the City to develop skateboarding parks?

5. There have been many comments about the ‘risks’ of skateboarding in relation to safety and insurance costs, how accurate are these concerns?

This report should return to the Community Services Committee.”

Report

1. Where is it legal/illegal to skateboard?

Skateboarding is prohibited on roadways, pedways and sidewalks.  Skateboarding is allowed in City parks only on multi-use pathways.  In addition, there are five community skateboard parks open for summer-time recreation throughout the City. (Attachment 1)

2. When was the last time the City reviewed its bylaws around skateboarding?

The last review was in January 1996 when an in-line skating bylaw was first proposed. At that time, several groups were surveyed including police departments, government agencies, business associations and youth groups.  In July 1996 a one-year trial amendment to Bylaw 5590 was passed allowing in-line and roller skaters the use of sidewalks.  Skateboarding continued to be prohibited from the use of roadways, pedways and sidewalks. After the trial period expired, in July 1997, the amendment to include in-line skating in Bylaw 5590 was passed.

3. What rules/regulations/educational programs do the major cities have regarding skateboarding?

Transportation & Streets surveyed four major municipalities (Attachment 2) and found that generally, regulations restrict skateboarding from major arterial roads and downtown cores.  Fines for violations vary.  None of the major cities contacted indicated a formal educational program specific to skateboarding.

4. What recent initiatives have been undertaken by skateboarders, skateboarder clubs and the City to develop skateboarding parks?

The Community Services Department has worked with the skateboarding community on a range of initiatives, all directed toward improving skateboarding opportunities within the City. These include both indoor programs and an outdoor downtown parking lot pilot program.  For the past two years the Department has worked in partnership with the newly established Skateboard Edmonton Club and community leagues to establish community-based temporary skateboard programs.  In addition, the Department is also working with several community leagues that want to develop facilities on their licensed area.

The Skateboard Edmonton Club has indicated an interest in developing a permanent city-wide facility.  To that end, suitable land has been identified in Borden Park.  Community input sessions were conducted in the Fall of 1999 and a favourable response received.  Planning sessions were subsequently held with the Skateboard Edmonton Club to review skateboarder input and assist in the preparation of a program statement and draft concept design.  

Prior to finalizing the development of a permanent facility, significant fundraising needs to be undertaken, in addition to refining and finalizing the draft concept and cost estimates, and securing final approvals.

5. There have been many comments about the ‘risks’ of skateboarding in relation to safety and insurance costs, how accurate are these concerns?

As a result of research undertaken in 1996 by the City in conjunction with the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association (AUMA), skateboard facilities are deemed to be acceptable under current municipal recreational liability coverage.  The ability to accept the risk lies with how the facilities are built and operated.  That is, due diligence must be taken with all facets of design and construction of the skateboarding features, programming, and education of the participants regarding proper use of the site.

In discussions with industry representatives regarding their reluctance to insure not-for-profit organizations in this area, it appears that such programs are new and they do not have any base from which to assess possible claims.  To facilitate policy changes within the industry on this issue, meetings will take place this Fall with representatives of the Insurance Bureau of Canada.  In addition, Community Services will pursue possibilities for developing design and operational standards within the city, province and country.  To support this effort, information on standards and guidelines has been gathered from Germany, Britain and Australia.

Background Information Attached

1. Community Skateboard Parks – Summer 2000

2. Municipal Skateboarding Bylaw Comparison

Background Information Available on Request

1. “Skateboarding – A Wheely Big Problem, or Not?” from AUMA’s September 1996 RISKpective newsletter.

2.  City of Edmonton Bylaw 5590
Others Approving this Report

Rick Millican, General Manager

Transportation and Streets

1. Riverbend: St. Monica’s School parking lot, 14710 – 53 Avenue

2. Ermineskin: 106 Street and 29 Avenue

3. Ottewell: Braemar School, 9359 – 67A Street

4. Griesbach: 140 Avenue and 107 Street

5. Castledowns: YMCA parking lot, 11510 – 153 Avenue

Hours of operation are usually from morning to dusk, but may vary from park to park.  Most parks will cease operation near the end of August.

The parks are open to skateboarders, in-line skaters and BMX bikes.

Participants are advised that the use of the parks is not supervised.  Adults should accompany and supervise children under the age of ten.

Participants are also cautioned that use of the park is at user’s risk.  The wearing of safety helmets and equipment is encouraged.

These summertime parks are a project of the participating Community Leagues, the Community Services Department, and the Skateboard Edmonton Club.

Municipality


Bylaw
Penalty
Additional Information

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
· Skateboarders not allowed to skate in restricted areas.  These areas include the downtown core and major arterial roadways.


$15


Calgary, Alberta
· Skateboarders allowed on the pathway system and on sidewalks outside downtown core.  They are not allowed on the roadway except in a crosswalk while crossing the street


$25
This works well for Calgary although most of their complaints about skateboards are on private property, not on city streets.

Surrey, B.C.
· Skateboarders allowed only on roadways with designated cycle lanes.  Skateboarders can skate on sidewalks with due care, attention and reasonable consideration for other persons.
not stated
Vancouver has established an in-line skating program in partnership with the Vancouver Parks Board to ensure safety on the sea wall.



Ottawa, Ontario
· Skateboarders are considered to be operating vehicles driven by muscular power.



Ottawa has requested the Provincial Ministry of Transportation to address the issue of skateboarding and in-line skaters and capture them specifically within the definition of vehicle in the Highway Traffic Act. While the Ministry is monitoring the issue, it is not pursuing any amendments.
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