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Animal Licensing and Control Bylaw Amendment No. 3

Animal Licensing and Control Bylaw Amendment No. 3



	Recommendation:

That the framework for a partnership agreement with the Edmonton Humane Society, as set out in Attachment 2 of the June 18, 2004, Planning and Development Department report 2004PDD025, be approved.


Purpose

The purpose of this Bylaw is to amend the Animal Licensing and Control Bylaw.

Readings

Bylaw 13718 is ready for three readings.

This Bylaw is authorized under the Municipal Government Act.  A majority vote of City Council on all three readings is required for passage.

If Council wishes to give three readings during a single meeting, then prior to moving third reading, Council must unanimously agree “That Bylaw 13718 be considered for third reading.”

Position of Department

The Planning and Development Department supports this Bylaw.

Report Summary

This report provides information on the purpose and advantages of a partnership agreement with the Edmonton Humane Society; a draft bylaw amendment related to a fee increase and a licensing incentive for owners to spay/neuter their pets; and a draft legal agreement with the Edmonton Humane Society.

Previous Council/Committee Action

· At the July 5, 2004, Community Services Committee meeting, the July 18, 2004, Planning and Development Department report 2004PDD025 was postponed to the July 19, 2004, Community Services Committee meeting.

· At the May 3, 2004, Community Services Committee meeting the following motion was passed:

That Administration develop a framework for a partnership agreement with the Edmonton Humane Society including funding options for consideration by the Community Services Committee.

Report

· Responsible pet ownership means concern for ones neighbours and concern for pets.  Concern for neighbours means keeping pets under control, cleaning up after them, and controlling excessive noise.  Concern for pets means ensuring they are not mistreated and abandoned, reuniting lost pets with their owners, and limiting breeding to the point where there are no unwanted or feral pets.

· Through encouraging licensing, promoting adoptions and spay/neuter initiatives both the City and the Edmonton Humane Society (EHS) reduce animal suffering and nuisance, and reduce health and safety concerns caused by irresponsible pet owners and stray or feral pets.  Responsible pet ownership in Edmonton is best achieved by the combined activities of animal welfare and animal enforcement organizations working together. 

· The City has not supported the EHS financially since 2000. Loss of this regular income stream has affected the EHS’s ability to consistently deliver animal welfare services to established standards. 

· The attached framework for a partnership agreement gives the terms and conditions of a new formal working relationship and describes how success will be measured.  It is important to recognize that this agreement is performance based as compared to fee for service agreements of the past.

· In considering options for funding sources of this agreement Administration considered the general tax base, existing grant sources and pet licensing fee increases.

· The pet licensing fee increase approach is recommended in this report.  An increase of $2.50 on each cat licence and $5.00 on each dog license will generate approximately $300,000 on the existing licence base and more as the number of licenced pets grows.

· The main reason for recommending the licence fee increase approach is that it is supportive of the user pay approach.  Pets generate the need for both the protective services of the City’s Animal Control functions and the EHS’s Animal care mandates.

· Specific initiatives that support the larger measures will be developed and implemented annually.  Some of these may be short term projects while others will become ongoing efforts.  Examples of these are: 

1. Increase the convenience of pet licensing by being able to obtain them online, at pet stores and vet clinics, and offering lifetime licenses).
2. Free first year license for any new spayed or neutered pets.

3. Low cost microchip implants offered at the City Pound.
4. Billboard campaigns promoting licensing.

5. Both organizations relocate to a shared site.

6. Investigate a subsidised spay neuter program. (weekend special events, annual targets).
7. A well advertised pet licence enforcement campaign. (zero tolerance after 2 week grace period).
Budget/Financial Implications

The funding agreement will require pet owners to support the partnership through an annual increase of $2.50 for a cat licence and $5.00 for a dog licence.

Legal Implications

The attached framework for a partnership agreement contains provisions to measure success of the agreement, sets out requirements for an annual review of the agreement and provides that the agreement will not continue without success.

Justification of Recommendation

The agreement provides the best opportunity to collectively encourage responsible pet ownership.  As it is a performance based agreement, success in initiatives to increase licensing will result in greater benefits to the EHS.

Background Information Attached

1. 13718Bylaw 

2. Framework for a partnership agreement between the City of Edmonton and the Edmonton Humane Society.
Others Approving this Report

J. Tustian, General Manager, Corporate Services Department
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