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Recommendation:

That this report be received for information.

Report Summary

This report responds to an inquiry of Mayor Smith regarding input into the Electoral Boundaries Commission.

Previous Council/Committee Action

At the April 9, 2002 City Council meeting, Mayor B. Smith made the following 

inquiry:

“I would like the Administration to report back to Executive Committee on May 1, 2002 on:

· the issues that it sees with respect to the provincial electoral boundaries,

· the changes that are desired from the City of Edmonton’s perspective, and,

· the approach the City of Edmonton should take in presenting its suggestions to the Commission.”

Report

The letter to Mayor Smith from Robert C. Clark, Chairman of the Electoral Boundaries Commission (Attachment 1), explains that the Commission has been appointed in March 2002 to spend the next year reviewing the boundaries and names of the 83 electoral divisions in the province.

The Province of Alberta conducted a survey in 1999 entitled “MLA Effective Representation Questionnaire 1999.” A report concerning the questionnaire was written by the Office of the City Clerk in response to an inquiry of Councillor Phair. (Attachment 2)

Following discussion of the report at the July 20, 1999 City Council Meeting, Council passed the following motion:

That the Mayor write to Peter Trynchy, M.L.A., Chairman of the MLA Committee on Effective Representation (with copies to the Premier, Minister of Municipal Affairs, and the Project Chairman of the Alberta Capital Region Governance Review) indicating that the City of Edmonton supports the following:

1. That the Electoral Boundaries for constituencies within the City of Edmonton not have areas outside the municipal boundaries.

2. That Electoral Boundaries be drawn up totally based on population.

The Electoral Boundaries Commission has established a list of criteria that it must consider in making its decisions (Attachment 3).  The list of criteria includes the two items previously supported by the City of Edmonton.

The City of Edmonton specifically agrees with the following criteria to be considered by the Commission which directly affect constituencies in the City:  

· the requirement for effective representation as guaranteed by the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms;

· sparsity and density of population;

· common community interests and community organizations, including those of Indian reserves and Metis settlements;

· wherever possible, the existing municipal boundaries; and

· the desirability of understandable and clear boundaries.

The City has no issue with the other considerations.

The City of Edmonton also agrees that:

 “the population of a proposed electoral division must not vary more than the 25% from the provincial average; that is, the population must be within 26,963 and 44,939.”

Question 1 – Issues that it sees with respect to provincial electoral boundaries

There are 19 electoral districts within the boundaries of the City of Edmonton.  Attachment 4 provides a list of the Electoral Divisions in the Province of Alberta along with the population and the variance for each of the districts.

According to provincial statistics, Edmonton Whitemud is the only electoral district in the City of Edmonton that varies more than 25% from the provincial average.  

The population for Edmonton Whitemud is 46,520 with a variance of +29.4%.

Question 2 – Changes that are desired from the City of Edmonton’s perspective

The City of Edmonton supports amending the boundaries in Edmonton Whitemud and other constituencies to ensure constituency populations are as close to the provincial average as possible.

Question 3 – Approach the City of Edmonton should take in presenting its suggestions to the Commission
It is suggested that the Mayor write to Robert C. Clark, Chairman of the Alberta Electoral Boundaries Commission 2002/03 indicating that:

1. The City of Edmonton supports the criteria the Commission will consider in making its decisions; and,

2. The City of Edmonton supports amending the boundary of Edmonton Whitemud and other constituencies to ensure constituency populations are as close to the provincial average as possible.

Attachment 5 is a draft letter to Robert C. Clark.

Background Information Attached

1. Letter dated April 2, 2002 from Robert C. Clark, Chairman of the Alberta Electoral Boundaries Commission 2002/03, to Mayor Bill Smith
2. June 9, 1999 Corporate Services Department Report titled Provincial Government Review of Provincial Electoral Boundaries which contains:

· Policy C469 - Ward Boundary Design Policy, and

· Electoral Boundaries Commission Act

3. Electoral Boundaries Commission Criteria

4. List of Alberta Electoral Divisions

5. Draft letter to Robert C. Clark

What will the Electoral Boundaries Commission consider in making its decisions? 


The Commission must take the following into consideration: 

· the requirement for effective representation as guaranteed by the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, 

· sparsity and density of population, 

· common community interests and community organizations, including those of Indian reserves and Metis settlements, 

· wherever possible, the existing community boundaries within the cities of Edmonton and Calgary, 

· wherever possible, the existing municipal boundaries, 

· the number of municipalities and other local authorities, 

· geographical features, including existing road systems, 

· the desirability of understandable and clear boundaries, and 

· any other factors the Commission considers appropriate. 

The population of a proposed electoral division must not vary more than 25% from the provincial average; that is, the population must be within 26,963 and 44,939. An exception may be made in up to four special consideration electoral divisions which may be up to 50% below the provincial average (that is, they may have a population as low as 17,976). 

Proposed special consideration electoral divisions must meet at least three of the criteria detailed in the Electoral Boundaries Commission Act, which include: 

· the area of the proposed electoral division exceeds 20,000 square kilometres or the total surveyed area of the proposed electoral division exceeds 15,000 square kilometres, 

· the distance from the Legislature Building in Edmonton to the nearest boundary of the proposed electoral division by the most direct highway route is more than 150 kilometres, 

· there is no town in the proposed electoral divisions that has a population exceeding 4,000 people, 

· the area of the proposed electoral division contains an Indian reserve or a Metis settlement, 

· the proposed electoral division has a portion of its boundary coterminous with a boundary of the Province of Alberta. 

Source:  Provincial Electoral Boundaries Commission
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The following table lists all of the Electoral Divisions in the Province of Alberta along with:

· the population (using 2001 Federal Census data) of each Electoral Division

· the variance of that population from the provincial average

Electoral Division

Population & Variance


1
Athabasca-Wabasca
20,752
-42.3%

2
Lesser Slave Lake
25,919
-27.9%

3
Calgary-Bow
35,147
-2.2%

4
Calgary-Buffalo
37,807
+5.2%

5
Calgary-Cross
39,454
+9.7%

6
Calgary-Currie
34,694
-3.5%

7
Calgary-East
31,856
-11.4%

8
Calgary-Egmont
36,603
+1.8%

9
Calgary-Elbow
34,499
-4.0%

10
Calgary-Fish Creek
33,038
-8.1%

11
Calgary-Foothills
55,315
+53.9%

12
Calgary-Fort
36,883
+2.6%

13
Calgary-Glenmore
33,756
-6.1%

14
Calgary-Lougheed
34,443
-4.2%

15
Calgary-McCall
48,756
+35.6%

16
Calgary-Montrose
37,086
+3.2%

17
Calgary-Mountain View
32,529
-9.5%

18
Calgary-North Hill
33,379
-7.2%

19
Calgary-North West
62,849
+74.8

20
Calgary-Nose Creek
55,393
+54.1%

21
Calgary-Shaw
82,516
+129.5%

22
Calgary-Varsity
32,339
-10.0%

23
Calgary-West
50,524
+40.5%

24
Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview
34,817
-3.2%

25
Edmonton-Calder
34,075
-5.2%

26
Edmonton-Castle Downs
37,570
+4.5%

27
Edmonton-Centre
33,423
-7.0%

28
Edmonton-Ellerslie
32,280
-10.2%

29
Edmonton-Glengarry
34,584
-3.8%

30
Edmonton-Glenora
31,777
-11.6%

31
Edmonton-Gold Bar
31,344
-12.8%

32
Edmonton-Highlands
32,039
-10.9%

33
Edmonton-Manning
41,129
+14.4%

34
Edmonton-McClung
38,266
+6.4%

35
Edmonton-Meadowlark
34,646
-3.6%

36
Edmonton-Mill Creek
42,217
+17.4%

37
Edmonton-Mill Woods
30,699
-14.6%

38
Edmonton-Norwood
31,036
-13.7%

39
Edmonton-Riverview
32,267
-10.2%

40
Edmonton-Rutherford
34,470
-4.1%

41
Edmonton-Strathcona
32,945
-8.4%

42
Edmonton-Whitemud
46,520
+29.4%

43
Airdrie-Rocky View
47,335
+31.7%

44
Banff-Cochrane
48,517
+35.0%

45
Barrhead-Westlock
24,976
-30.5%

46
Bonnyville-Cold Lake
29,002
-19.3%

47
Cardston-Taber-Warner
30,588
-14.9%

48
Clover Bar-Fort Saskatchewan
38,294
+6.5%

49
Cypress-Medicine Hat
31,513
-12.3%

50
Drayton Valley-Calmar
28,149
-21.7%

51
Drumheller-Chinook
25,062
-30.3%

52
Dunvegan
24,657
-31.4%

53
Fort McMurray
38,667
+7.6%

54
Grande Prairie-Smoky
36,158
+0.6%

55
Grande Prairie-Wapiti
33,007
-8.2%

56
Highwood
46,549
+29.5%

57
Innisfail-Sylvan Lake
37,378
+4.0%

58
Lac La Biche-St. Paul
32,278
-10.2%

59
Lacombe-Stettler
32,530
-9.5%

60
Leduc
37,363
+3.9%

61
Lethbridge-East
31,675
-11.9%

62
Lethbridge-West
35,704
-0.7%

63
Little Bow
30,130
-16.2%

64
Livingstone-Macleod
30,250
-15.9%

65
Medicine Hat
35,889
-0.2%

66
Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills
31,781
-11.6%

67
Peace River
28,072
-21.9%

68
Ponoka-Rimbey
30,876
-14.1%

69
Red Deer-North
31,283
-13.0%

70
Red Deer-South
36,424
+1.3%

71
Redwater
33,342
-7.3%

72
Rocky Mountain House
31,157
-13.3%

73
St. Albert
41,001
+14.0%

74
Sherwood Park
46,818
+30.2%

75
Spruce Grove-Sturgeon-St. Albert
36,628
+1.9%

76
Stony Plain
37,480
+4.3%

77
Strathmore-Brooks
39,099
+8.8%

78
Vegreville-Viking
27,931
-22.3%

79
Vermilion-Lloydminster
30,436
-15.3%

80
Wainwright
28,908
-19.6%

81
West Yellowhead
29,349
-18.4%

82
Wetaskiwin-Camrose
34,611
-3.7%

83
Whitecourt-Ste. Anne
31,412
-12.6%

Source:  Alberta Electoral Boundaries Commission
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May 7, 2002

Robert C. Clark

Chairman

Alberta Electoral Boundaries Commission 2002/2003

Suite 100, 11510 Kingsway Avenue

Edmonton, AB  T5G 2Y5

Dear Mr. Clark:

Thank-you for your letter of April 2, 2002 inviting the City of Edmonton to participate in the public consultation process of reviewing the boundaries and the names of the 83 electoral divisions in the Province of Alberta.

Council asked the Administration to provide them with the issues it sees with respect to the provincial electoral boundaries and the changes that are desired from the City of Edmonton’s perspective.  A report outlining the issues and changes has gone to Council on May 7, 2002.

Council requested that I write to you to indicating that Edmonton City Council supports the following:

1. That the City of Edmonton supports the criteria the Commission will consider in making its decisions.

2. That the City of Edmonton supports amending the boundary of Edmonton Whitemud and other constituencies to ensure constituency populations are as close to the provincial average as possible.
I would like to thank you for the opportunity to participate in the public consultation process of reviewing the boundaries and the names of the 83 electoral divisions in the Province of Alberta.

Yours truly,

Bill Smith

Mayor
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Routing:



Executive Committee

Delegation:


David H. Edey  

Written By:


Jacqueline Roblin, Steve Thompson, Office of the City Clerk  

April 10, 2002

Office of the City Manager   
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