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Premium Transit


Premium Transit


	Recommendation:

That Premium Transit Service implementation be staged in 2009 to 2011 in conjunction with road rehabilitation programs and other transit infrastructure commencing in 2009 with Fox Drive (Quesnell Bridge – Belgravia Road) and Stony Plain Road (149 Street – Jasper Place Transit Centre).


Report Summary

This report recommends Premium Transit Service activities for implementation.
Previous Council/Committee Action
At the January 27, 2009, Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting, the following motion was passed.

That Administration provide a report to the June 2, 2009, Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting, with recommendations for premium transit measures that can be implemented as a pre-curser to the LRT or service options city-wide. The report to include:

a. What premium transit (high frequency/high speed) options exist in the short term.

b. Explanation of costs, timeframes, demand, routes and plans for service provision.
Report
Premium bus service is service with frequencies comparable to that provided by LRT, with a minimal number of stops connecting major destinations and transit interchange points.  It is also characterized by higher than average system speed and improved service reliability. Bus priority measures are required, including bus lanes, 
queue-jumps, transit signal priority at congested intersections, and other technological applications.
Premium bus service could act as a 
pre-cursor to LRT in corridors identified for LRT expansion.
From a ridership demand perspective, corridors between West, Southeast and North Edmonton and Downtown support this type of improved level of service, as buses traveling in these corridors currently experience increasing schedule reliability problems due to traffic congestion. 

Corridors that warrant premium service are outlined in Attachment 5.

Operating Costs 

With the improved operating speed and reliability obtainable with bus priority measures, future increases in operating costs caused by increased traffic congestion will be avoided.  

For the corridors to Downtown, premium bus express service can be provided through modification of existing routes, which includes adding a limited number of stops at higher density locations. The required service changes would be implemented over the next three years as bus priority measures become available.  Implementing bus lanes eastbound from Jasper Place Transit Center to 149 Street on Stony Plain Road in summer 2009, is the first stage. 
In the corridor between West Edmonton and South Campus, limited peak period express service will be available between West Edmonton Mall and South Campus starting in September 2009.  At the same time, the construction of bus lanes on Fox Drive will ensure improved service reliability.  In order to provide a premium bus route initially with 15 minute frequency during peak periods and 30 minute frequency midday periods, annual operating costs of approximately $1,200,000 would be incurred. 

Also, additional costs would be incurred to establish a premium bus route between Downtown and North Edmonton via NAIT/Kingsway, with annual operating costs of approximately $700,000.

Focus Area

City of Edmonton Strategic Plan; Shift Edmonton’s Transportation Mode.

	Justification of Recommendation

By combining funding approved in road rehabilitation and upgrading programs with transit priority improvements a more aggressive schedule for premium transit can be achieved.  2009 sites can be implemented within approved budget and planned rehabilitation. 


Attachments

1. West Edmonton to Downtown Premium Corridor
2. West Edmonton to South Campus Premium Corridor
3. Southeast to Downtown Premium Corridor
4. North Edmonton to Downtown Premium Corridor
5. Corridors that Warrant Premium Service 
E


3








 








ROUTING –  DOCPROPERTY  proPrivacy  \* MERGEFORMAT Transportation and Public Works Committee | DELEGATION – R. Boutilier
WRITTEN BY – K. Koropeski/B. Stephenson | May 12, 2009 – Transportation Department 2009TD7554
Page 1 of 1
Page 2 of 2

