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Use of Bus Lanes.

Use of Bus Lanes (W. Kinsella)



Recommendation:

That this report be received for information.

Report Summary

This report provides a response to a motion passed regarding the potential for use of bus lanes by other commercial buses, including school buses.

Previous Committee Action

· At the April 4, 2000 meeting of the Transportation and Public Works Committee the following motion was passed:

“That the Transportation and Streets Department review the objective of providing bus lanes in Edmonton and determine whether there is potential for allowing additional use of these lanes”.

Report

· The Transportation Master Plan notes an approach which “strives to manage, rather than eliminate traffic congestion”, in part through a “provision of a reasonable range of travel choices to reduce reliance on the automobile for a greater range of trips”.  This includes “use of advanced traffic management and control techniques to make the best use of existing facilities”, and “provision of a high speed transit (HST) component, as part of the public transit system, to provide a competitive alternative to the automobile.”  It also indicates a need to focus on ways of offering a “viable and competitive” option to private vehicles during “peak periods of travel in high demand corridors”.  Maintenance of the bus only lanes for Edmonton Transit vehicles will help sustain this focus and direction.

· Bus lanes have been implemented in Edmonton to improve the flow of bus traffic and travel times for Edmonton Transit System operations in major traffic operations.  This includes bypassing traffic queues and delays at controlled intersections, within sections of roads with Bus Only lanes.

· In a survey of other Canadian cities currently using restricted roadways for their transit operations, restrictions governing the use of these roadways by other vehicles are fairly stringent, and appear to be regularly enforced by local police.  An overview of bus only and high occupancy vehicle lanes in other Canadian cities is provided in Attachment 1.

· Any changes to the present restrictions governing the use of Bus Only lanes in Edmonton would require amendments to the Traffic Bylaw 5590.

· The Edmonton Police Service has indicated that they would have no concerns regarding enforcement in the event that school buses are permitted in bus lanes.

· As previously noted, the Transportation and Streets Department is concerned that the efficient flow of bus traffic in these lanes is maintained.  It should be noted that taxicabs and bicycles are permitted in most Bus Only lanes.

· A preliminary assessment indicates that there would be minimal impact of allowing school buses to operate in bus lanes.  The Transportation and Streets Department will amend the Traffic Bylaw to permit allowing school buses in the bus lanes for a trial period.  The Bylaw amendments are scheduled for the November 27th City Council Meeting.

Background Information Attached

1. Bus and High Occupancy Vehicle Lanes in Canadian Cities

Background Information Available on Request

1. City of Edmonton Traffic Bylaw #5590 (Schedule V – Schedule of Restricted Highways)
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