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Yellowhead Trail/184 Street Overpass



Recommendation:

That the following report be received for information.

Report Summary

· This report outlines the financial strategy to construct an overpass of the CNR mainline, as part of the overall implementation of the Yellowhead Trail/184 Street interchange.  CNR and Alberta Transportation have confirmed their extra funding, and the application to form a BRZ to provide private sector funding will be submitted for City Council consideration in the near future.

Previous Council Action

· At the City Council meeting on July 31, 2001, the following motion as amended was passed.

1. That the approved Yellowhead Trail/184 Street Interchange Concept Plan be amended to include a railway overpass at 184 Street as shown in Attachment 1 of the July 12, 2001 Transportation and Streets Department report.

2. That the Administration provide a status report on the development of the 184 Street overpass including the financial strategies under consideration and report back to City Council through the November 20, 2001 Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting.

Report

Financial Strategy

· The City of Edmonton, including the business/property owners, Province of Alberta and Canadian National Railway are co-operating in developing the financial strategy to undertake the addition of the railway overpass.

· By including the railway overpass with the Yellowhead Trail/184 Street interchange, this incremental project cost is approximately $13 Million.  The Canadian National Railway and the Province of Alberta will each contribute one third of the cost for the railway overpass.  The City, the businesses and the property owners will jointly contribute one third.

· The funding breakdown is:

(a)
Province of Alberta - $4.3 Million.


(b)
Canadian National Railway - $4.4 Million.


(c)
Business/Property Owners - $1.325 Million.


(d)
The City of Edmonton - $3.0 Million.

· The contribution from the Province of Alberta will involve use of available North/South Trade Highway grant funds, and amendment of the agreement between the City and the Province is required.  The modifications to the existing agreement are under review between the City and the Province.

· The contribution from CN Rail will be through an agreement between CN Rail and the City.  This agreement is in preparation, and addresses their total contribution of $4.4 Million.

· The City of Edmonton’s share involves reallocation of general financing from the North/South Trade Highway project.

· The business/property owners’ contribution will be comprised of 1) Business Revitalization Zone levy for businesses in operation, and 2) direct contributions by vacant land property owners.

· The application for the creation of the NW Industrial BRZ was submitted to the City Clerk’s Office on September 5, 2001, and is scheduled to be forwarded for City Council’s consideration in December of 2001.

· The EDE Transportation and Logistics Cluster group, in cooperation with City Administration, is working with the vacant land property owners to finalize agreements for direct contribution to the project.  The contribution from the business/property owners will be made over a five-year period, 2002-2006.

Project Information

· Construction of the Yellowhead Trail/184 Street Interchange and railway overpass is scheduled to commence in 2002 and will be opened to traffic by fall of 2004.

· The Transportation and Streets Department has initiated discussions with property owners relative to the additional right-of-way requirements for the project, as well as traffic detours and traffic accommodations during the planned construction.

Budget / Financial Implications

· The 2002 Capital Budget and the 2002 – 2006 Capital Priorities Plan address the funding in Program #00-66-1481 (Yellowhead Trail/184 Street Interchange), including the funding from landowners and businesses, CN Rail, and the Province of Alberta.

· The project scope is expanded to include the 184 Street railway overpass, in accordance with the concept plan approved by City Council on July 31, 2001.
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