Bylaw 13891
Page 2 of 5

the city of edmonton

bylaw 13891

Property and Business Tax Structure Review Committee Bylaw
Whereas, pursuant to section 145 of the Municipal Government Act, Council may pass bylaws dealing with the establishment of council committees:

Edmonton City Council enacts:

part  LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 9 \S 1  - purpose, definitions and interpretation

	purpose


	 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \L 1 \S 1 
The purpose of this bylaw is to establish a committee of Council to review tax policy in the city of Edmonton. 

	definitions


	 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 1 
In this bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires:

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
“Chair” means the person who has been appointed pursuant to section 6(1)(c) as head of the Committee, who has the authority to direct the conduct of a Committee meeting;
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
“City” means the municipal corporation of the City of Edmonton;
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
“City Manager” means the Chief Administrative Officer of the City within the meaning of the Municipal Government Act  or his delegate;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
“Committee” means the Property and Business Tax Structure Review Committee; and
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
“Council” means the Municipal Council of the City of Edmonton.

	rules for intepretation
	 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 1 
The  marginal notes and headings in this bylaw are for reference purposes only. 


part  LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 9  - establishment and objectives
	 establishment

	 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 1 
The Property and Business Tax Structure Review Committee is hereby established as a temporary committee of Council.

	objectives and guiding principles
	 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 1 
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 \s 1 
Subject to the provisions of this bylaw and every other applicable bylaw of the City or statute or regulation of the Province of Alberta, the Committee will:
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \L 3 
Review the tax rate differential (1:1.2) for single family residential to multi-residential properties;
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
Review business tax as a separate source of revenue; and

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
Make recommendations, if any, to City Council on property (residential, multi-residential and non-residential) and business tax policy with the following considerations: 
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \L 4 
Tax policy must be fair, equitable and competitive;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 4 
Taxes must generate general revenues as are required by the annual City budget; and
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 4 
Impact of recommendations must consider timing, shifting of tax burden, resource limitations, and the tax rate differentials between assessment classes.

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \L 2 
The Committee will be guided by the following principles:
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \L 3 
Fairness and Equity: All property owners pay a reasonable share of property tax; that share is not tied to the amount of civic services used by a property owner;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
Stability: Tax policy and programs are predictable, enabling individuals and businesses to have increased confidence in long-term planning decisions; and

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
Competitive: Property and business taxes should place the city of Edmonton in an advantageous position relative to other municipalities.

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \L 2 
The Committee will proceed with regard to the following Progress Points:

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
Overview of existing tax structure and presentation of background information;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
Additional research as required;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
Identify options with impact analyses;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
Identify implementation strategy; and

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
Prepare Recommendation Report for City Council through the Executive Committee.


part  LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 9  - structure and procedures
	structure
	 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 1 
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 \s 1 
The Committee will consist of eight members appointed by City Council, as follows:
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \L 3 
two Council Members;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
five members representing:
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 4 
a cross-section of residential, other-residential, non‑residential, and business interest groups;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 4 
a senior from a senior’s group;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
one individual who will serve as Chair.


 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 
To be eligible for appointment as a member of the Committee, an individual will have:

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \L 3 
the ability and willingness to learn about municipal finances, including taxation;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
the ability to maintain and promote an appropriate atmosphere at public consultations;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
an understanding of accounting/financial/economic principles;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
an understanding of municipal government;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
the ability to commit the required time;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
excellent analytical and reasoning skills;

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
the ability to speak in public and communicate effectively; and 

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
experience sitting on boards and committees. 


 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \L 2 
The City Manager will co-ordinate the selection of Committee members.


 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 
If one or more positions on the Committee is not filled or becomes vacant, the Committee may continue with fewer members.


 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 
Membership on the Committee is voluntary and no remuneration will be paid for serving as a member.


 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 
Members shall be reimbursed for their reasonable out-of-pocket expenses to attend each meeting of the Board and its sub-Committees in accordance with City policy.

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 
Members are appointed for the term of the Committee.

	procedures
	 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 1 
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 \s 1 
Subject to this bylaw, the Committee will follow the procedures prescribed by Bylaw 12300, Procedures and Committees Bylaw.


 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 
The Committee will meet every second Thursday morning commencing March 10, 2005.

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 
Quorum for the Committee is a majority of the existing appointed members of the Committee.


 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 
If the Chair is not in attendance at a meeting, the members of the Committee shall choose a member from among themselves to act as the Presiding Officer for that meeting.

	subcommittees and public consultation 
	 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 1 
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 \s 1 
The Committee may establish sub-committees, as required.


 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 
The Committee may appoint persons from outside the Committee to a Sub-committee.

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 
Sub-committees shall:

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \L 3 
be chaired by Committee members, and

 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 3 
report back to the committee for consideration of findings.


 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 
 The Committee or a sub-committee will consult with the public through the provision of a formal hearing and submission process.


part  LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 9  - finance and administration
	FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
	 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 1 
Administrative support to the Committee will be provided by the City Manager.

	committee reporting
	 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 1 
 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 \s 1 
The Committee may provide Activity Reports to Executive Committee.


 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 2 
The Committee shall submit a final report to Council prior to September 30, 2005.

	termination
	 LISTNUM  BYLAWLIST \l 1 
The Committee will be terminated upon Council’s receipt of the final report or December 31, 2005, whichever occurs first.


Read a first time

14th day of December, 2004


Read a second time

14th day of December, 2004
Read a third time

14th day of December, 2004
SIGNED AND PASSED
14th day of December, 2004
the city of edmonton

mayor

city clerk

