


SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING NO. 23 


Monday, May 6, 1996


PRESENT	B. Smith; A. Bolstad, L. Chahley, L. Langley, B. Maitson, B. Mason, D. Mather, 				R. Noce, M. Phair, R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


ABSENT        T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella.


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:��R. Picherack, City Manager.�D.H. Edey, Office of the City Clerk.


A.	CALL TO ORDER AND RELATED BUSINESS


A.1.	CALL TO ORDER


Mayor Smith called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.


Councillors T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella and B. Mason were absent.


A.2.	OPENING PRAYER


C. Harvey, Co-ordinator Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations, Roman Catholic Church, led the assembly in prayer.


Councillor Mason entered the meeting.


A.3.	ADOPTION OF AGENDA


MOVED	R. Noce - M. Phair


That the City Council Agenda (No. 23) for the May 6, 1996 meeting be adopted.


CARRIED


FOR THE MOTION:	B. Smith; A. Bolstad, L. Chahley, L. Langley, B. Maitson, B. Mason, D. Mather, R. Noce, M. Phair, R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella.


E.	REPORTS RELATED TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MATTERS


E.01.		Tax Review Task Force.


	


Councillor A. Bolstad, Chair, Tax Review Task Force, gave a presentation.


MOVED	A. Bolstad - L. Chahley


That the current policy and levies related to business taxes remain unchanged.


R. Ardiel and R. Schwindt, Finance Department; and Councillor Bolstad, Chair, Tax Review Task Force, answered Council's questions.


CARRIED


FOR THE MOTION:	B. Smith; A. Bolstad, L. Chahley, L. Langley, B. Maitson, B. Mason, D. Mather, R. Noce, M. Phair, R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella.


MOVED	A. Bolstad - L. Chahley


That the split mill rate differential for municipal purposes between non-residential and residential properties be no higher than two (2) to one (1) irrespective of variances in assessment.


REFERRED


R. Schwindt, R. Ardiel and B. Jesse, Finance Department, answered Council's questions.








MOVED	B. Maitson - M. Phair


That Councillor Bolstad's motion be referred to the Finance Department for re-evaluation and be back to Council with the report on the 1997 assessment and proposed mill rates. 


CARRIED


FOR THE MOTION:	B. Smith;L. Chahley, L. Langley, B. Maitson, D. Mather, R. Noce, M. Phair, R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


OPPOSED:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella.


MOVED	A. Bolstad - B. Mason


That differential mill rates not be based on the type and amount of civic services received by property owners.


R. Ardiel, General Manager, Finance Department, answered Council's questions.


CARRIED


FOR THE MOTION:	B. Smith; A. Bolstad, L. Langley, B. Maitson, B. Mason, D. Mather, R. Noce, M. Phair, R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, L. Chahley, W. Kinsella.


MOVED	A. Bolstad - B. Maitson


That condominium owners continue to be taxed at the same mill rate class as single-family residential homeowners.


R. Ardiel and B. Jesse, Finance Department, answered Council's questions.


CARRIED


FOR THE MOTION:	B. Smith; A. Bolstad, L. Chahley, L. Langley, B. Maitson, B. Mason, D. Mather, R. Noce, M. Phair, R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella.


E.02.		Review on Utilities for Condominiums.


	


MOVED	M. Phair - J. Taylor


That the Administration review the City's relationship with condominiums in the areas of utilities, taxes, laneways and lighting and that the report be prepared for the Utilities and Public Works Committee.


R. Picherack, City Manager and Councillor Phair answered Council's questions.


AMENDMENT MOVED	B. Mason - J. Taylor


That the words "taxes, laneways and lighting" be deleted.


R. Picherack, City Manager and R. Ardiel, Finance Department, answered Council's questions.


CARRIED


FOR THE AMENDMENT:	B. Smith; A. Bolstad, L. Chahley, L. Langley,�B. Maitson, B. Mason, D. Mather, R. Noce, �R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


OPPOSED:	M. Phair.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella.


MOTION OF COUNCILLOR PHAIR AS AMENDED put:





That the Administration review the City's relationship with condominiums in the area of utilities and that the report be prepared for the Utilities and Public Works Committee.�
City Manager
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CARRIED


FOR THE MOTION�AS AMENDED:	B. Smith; A. Bolstad, L. Langley, B. Mason, �D. Mather, M. Phair, J. Taylor.


OPPOSED:	L. Chahley, B. Maitson, R. Noce, R. Rosenberger.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella.


MOVED	R. Noce - R. Rosenberger


That Council recess now and reconvene at 1:30 p.m.


CARRIED


FOR THE MOTION:	B. Smith; A. Bolstad, L. Chahley, L. Langley, B. Maitson, B. Mason, D. Mather, R. Noce, M. Phair, R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella.


Council recessed at 11:45 a.m.


Council reconvened at 1:30 p.m.


Councillors T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella and B. Mason were absent.


E.01.		Tax Review Task Force.


	


MOVED	A. Bolstad - L. Chahley


That the Administration prepare a comprehensive plan to further improve communications to all taxpayers commencing with the 1997 taxation year.  This plan should include consideration of the specific need to communicate:


a)	to targeted audiences including condominium owners;


b)	the property tax and assessment process; and


c)	the impact of any changes in assessment.


A proposed budget and timetable for implementation should be included with the plan.


CARRIED


FOR THE MOTION:	B. Smith; A. Bolstad, L. Chahley, L.. Langley, B. Maitson, D. Mather, R. Noce, M. Phair, R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella, B. Mason.


Councillor Mason entered the meeting.


MOVED	A. Bolstad - L. Langley


That any tax increase of twenty percent (20%) or more that occurs as a result of a general assessment of property values be introduced incrementally over two or more years.


R. Schwindt and R. Ardiel, Finance Department; Councillor Bolstad and D.H. Edey, Office of the City Clerk, answered Council's questions.


LOST


FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad.


OPPOSED:	B. Smith; L. Chahley, L. Langley, B. Maitson, B. Mason, D. Mather, R. Noce, M. Phair, R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella.


MOVED	A. Bolstad - B. Mason


That any city-initiated new tax, surcharge or user fee - or any business tax, surcharge or user fee increase exceeding three (3) percent require at least six months notice prior to implementation*.


*Three percent ceiling would not apply to increases in property taxes, resulting from improvements made to properties by individuals.  It would, however, apply to surcharges involving City-owned utilities.


Councillor Bolstad and R. Ardiel, Finance Department, answered Council's questions.


LOST


FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, M. Phair.


OPPOSED:	B. Smith; L. Chahley, L. Langley, D. Mather, R. Noce, �R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella, B. Maitson,


MOVED	A. Bolstad - B. Mason


i.	That all non-profit groups not exempted from taxation as outlined in the Municipal Government Act be liable to pay civic taxes but be allowed to apply for a level of tax forgiveness from City Council which reflects the level of service provided to the community at large.  This level of tax forgiveness may not exceed eighty percent (80%) or be less than twenty percent (20%) of the total tax bill and such tax forgiveness must be reviewed in detail every three years.  Any tax forgiven must be taken into consideration prior to the awarding of civic grants.


ii.	That City Council request the provincial Review Committee studying non-profit organizations to remove provincial school taxes from properties held by non-profit organizations and allow municipalities to determine their own level of municipal taxations regarding such properties.


REFERRED


Mayor Smith vacated the Chair and Deputy Mayor Langley presided.


MOVED	Mayor Smith - B. Mason


That Councillor Bolstad's motion be referred to the Administration to report back at the same time as the report on the negotiations with the Province on the taxation of non-profit organizations.


R. Ardiel, General Manager, Finance Department;  R. Picherack, City Manager; and B. Jesse, City Assessor, answered Council's questions.


CARRIED


FOR THE MOTION:	B. Smith; A. Bolstad, L. Chahley, L. Langley, B. Mason, �D. Mather, R. Noce, M. Phair, R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella, B. Maitson.


Deputy Mayor Langley vacated the Chair and Mayor Smith presided.


MOVED	A. Bolstad - R. Noce


That City Council seek the legislative authority to place a greater emphasis on land as opposed to land improvements for municipal taxation purposes and that the speed and degree of change in taxation policy be determined after economic feasibility and impact studies are conducted.


B. Jesse, City Assessor and R. Ardiel, General Manager, Finance Department, answered Council's questions.


LOST


FOR THE MOTION:	A. Bolstad, B. Mason, R. Noce.


OPPOSED:	B. Smith; L. Chahley, L. Langley, D. Mather, M. Phair, �R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella, B. Maitson.


MOVED	A. Bolstad - M. Phair


i.	That the March 8, 1996 Finance Department report be received as information. 


ii.	That the Tax Review Task Force be disbanded.


CARRIED


FOR THE MOTION:	B. Smith; A. Bolstad, L. Chahley, L. Langley, B. Mason, �D. Mather, R. Noce, M. Phair, R. Rosenberger, J. Taylor.


ABSENT:	T. Cavanagh, W. Kinsella, B. Maitson.


SUMMARY OF COUNCIL DECISIONS ON ITEM E.01.





1)	That the current policy and levies related to business taxes remain unchanged.


2)	That the following motion be referred back to the Finance Department for re-evaluation and be brought back to Council with a report on the 1997 assessment and proposed mill rates. 


(Moved A. Bolstad - L. Chahley)


	That the split mill rate differential for municipal purposes between non-residential and residential properties be no higher than two (2) to one (1) irrespective of variances in assessment.


3)	That differential mill rates not be based on the type and amount of civic services received by property owners.


4)	That condominium owners continue to be taxed at the same mill rate class as single-family residential homeowners.


5)	That the Administration prepare a comprehensive plan to further improve communications to all taxpayers commencing with the 1997 taxation year.  This plan should include consideration of the specific need to communicate:


a)	to targeted audiences including condominium owners;�
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b)	the property tax and assessment process; and


c)	the impact of any changes in assessment.


	A proposed budget and timetable for implementation should be included with the plan.


6)	That the following motion be referred to the Administration to report back at the same time as the report on the negotiations with the Province on the taxation of non-profit organizations:


	(Moved A. Bolstad - B. Mason)


i.	That all non-profit groups not exempted from taxation as outlined in the Municipal Government Act be liable to pay civic taxes but be allowed to apply for a level of tax forgiveness from City Council which reflects the level of service provided to the community at large.  This level of tax forgiveness may not exceed eighty percent (80%) or be less than twenty percent (20%) of the total tax bill and such tax forgiveness must be reviewed in detail every three years.  Any tax forgiven must be taken into consideration prior to the awarding of civic grants.


ii.	That City Council request the provincial Review Committee studying non-profit organizations to remove provincial school taxes from properties held by non-profit organizations and allow municipalities to determine their own level of municipal taxations regarding such properties.


7)


i.	That the March 8, 1996 Finance Department report be received as information. 


ii.	That the Tax Review Task Force be disbanded.�
Cont'd.
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O.	ADJOURNMENT


The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.


			


MAYOR		OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
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