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  COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MINUTES

Monday, August 18, 2003

	MEMBERS:
	PRESENT:

	J. Batty, Chair
	J. Batty

	K. Leibovici, Vice-Chair
	K. Leibovici

	B. Anderson
	B. Anderson

	B. Smith
	B. Smith

	D. Thiele
	D. Thiele


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

Councillor A. Bolstad
Councillor S. Mandel
Councillor J. Melnychuk
Councillor M. Phair

A.1.
CALL TO ORDER

Councillor J. Batty called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.

Councillor B. Anderson was absent.

Councillors A. Bolstad and M. Phair were in attendance.

A.2.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOVED D. Thiele:

That the Community Services Committee agenda for the August 18, 2003, meeting be adopted.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, K. Leibovici, B. Smith, D. Thiele.

ABSENT:
B. Anderson.

A.3.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

MOVED B. Smith:

That the minutes of the July 7, 2003, Community Services Committee meeting be adopted.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, K. Leibovici, B. Smith, D. Thiele.

ABSENT:
B. Anderson.

Councillor B. Anderson and Councillor S. Mandel entered the meeting.

B.2.

EXEMPTIONS AND VOTE ON ALL OTHER ITEMS

MOVED D. Thiele:

That items F.1.a. C, F.1.b. C, F.1.c., F.1.d., F.1.f., F.4.a. C, F.4.c. and F.4.d. be exempted for debate; and 

D.
ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES AND RESPONSES

D.3.
STATUS OF REPORTS

D.3.a.
Garbage Receptacle on Construction Sites (J. Melnychuk).

	That the revised due date of Sep. 15, 2003, be approved.
	Planning & Dev.

Due: Sep. 15, 2003


D.3.b
Canada Day Celebration Options.

	That the revised due date of Oct. 27, 2003, be approved.
	Community Svcs.

Due: Oct. 27, 2003


F.
REPORTS RELATED TO COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MATTERS

F.1.
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

F.1.e.

Funding for the Native Counselling Services of Alberta (NCSA) Under the Low Income Housing Capital Assistance Program (LIHCAP).  (
	That an allocation of $148,306 from the Low Income Housing Capital Assistance Program to the Native Counselling Services of Alberta for its 26-unit (52 beds) transitional housing project be approved.
	Community Svcs.




F.1.g.

Funding Condition Removal for the Hope Mission for Basement Construction Under the Low Income Housing Capital Assistance Program (LIHCAP).  (
	That the condition attached to the Community Services Committee’s approval of the Low Income Housing Capital Assistance Program funding for the Hope Mission’s housing project be removed.
	Community Svcs.




F.4.
OTHER REPORTS

F.4.b.
C
Bylaw 13446 - Business Licence Bylaw Amendment No. 2.  (
That Community Services Committee recommend to City Council:

1. That Bylaw 13446 receive the appropriate readings.

2. That upon passage of the bylaw amendment, bingo establishments be refunded the difference between the new business fee for bingo establishments and the one paid in 2003.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, B. Smith,
D. Thiele.

B.3.
DECISION TO HEAR AND TIME SPECIFICS

MOVED B. Anderson:

a)
That Community Services Committee hear from the following delegations:

F.1.a. 
C
Greater Edmonton Foundation (GEF) Update on Long Term Funding Strategy.




1.
D. Vasqueq, Chair of the Board, Greater 




Edmonton Foundation.



2.
K. Fearnley, Executive Director, Greater 




Edmonton Foundation.


F.1.b.
C
Final Report for the Task Force on Affordable Housing 



(Administration Review).




1.
G. Christenson, Greater Edmonton Home 




Builders’ Association.



2.
J. Gurnett, Chair, Communications Committee, 




Edmonton Coalition on Housing and Homelessness.



3.
D. Sexsmith, Executive Director, Habitat for 




Humanity, Edmonton.

F.1.f.

Funding for the Edmonton Inner City Housing Society (EICHS) under the Low Income Housing Capital Assistance Program (LIHCAP).

1.
C. McDonald, Inner City Housing.

F.4.d.

Proposal for Non-Statutory Public Hearing on Administration’s Response to the Pesticide Advisory Committee’s Final Report – September 18, 2003.


1. 
N. Bowles, Executive Director, Landscape

Alberta Nursery Trades Association

b)
That the following items be made time specific:


11 a.m.
F.4.a. C

Community Services Advisory Board: 



Integrating Visions for Social Well-Being and 


Economic Prosperity.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, B. Smith,
D. Thiele.

F.
REPORTS RELATED TO COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MATTERS

F.1.
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

F.1.b.
C
Final Report for the Task Force on Affordable Housing (Administration Review).  (
MOVED B. Smith:

That Community Services Committee hear from R. Meredith, Greater Edmonton Home Builders’ Association.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, B. Smith, 
D. Thiele.

K. Barnhart, Community Services Department, made a presentation.

Councillor J. Melnychuk entered the meeting.

G. Christenson and R. Meredith, Greater Edmonton Home Builders’ Association, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.  Copies of the Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation’s research report entitled “Housing Affordability and Finance Series” were distributed to Members of the Committee and a copy was filed with the Office of the City Clerk.

J. Gurnett, Chair, Communications Committee, Edmonton Coalition on Housing and Homelessness, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.  Copies of a document entitled “Task Force on Affordable Housing Report Lacks Force, Fails at the Task” were distributed to Members of the Committee and a copy was filed with the Office of the City Clerk.

D. Sexsmith, Executive Director, Habitat for Humanity, Edmonton, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.

Continued on page 6.

F.1.f.

Funding for the Edmonton Inner City Housing Society (EICHS) under the Low Income Housing Capital Assistance Program (LIHCAP).  (
F.4.
OTHER REPORTS

F.4.d.

Proposal for Non-Statutory Public Hearing on Administration’s Response to the Pesticide Advisory Committee’s Final Report – September 18, 2003.  (
MOVED B. Smith:

That items F.1.f. and F.4.d. be heard immediately following the completion of item F.1.a. C.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, B. Smith, 
D. Thiele

F.1.
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

F.1.b.
C
Final Report for the Task Force on Affordable Housing (Administration Review).  (
Continued from page 5.

MOVED B. Smith:

That Community Services Committee recommend to City Council:

1. That Administration’s response (Attachment 1 of the July 15, 2003, Community Services Department report) be accepted as City Council’s response to the Task Force on Affordable Housing Summary Report, March 2003.

2. Subject to City Council approval of the 2004 Capital and Operating Budget and the Proposed Grant Funding Agreement, that the Affordable Housing Program be established with a total budget of $850,000 per year to carry out the Specific City Actions detailed in Attachment 2 (of the July 15, 2003, Community Services Department report) including:

a) Capital funding of $500,000 per year to enable the City to partner with the Federal and Alberta Governments under the Canada-Alberta Affordable Housing Partnerships Initiative; and

b) Operating funding of $350,000 per year to reduce municipal fees and charges for affordable housing units.

3. That a letter be prepared for signature by the Mayor, on behalf of City Council, to the Federal Government, to advocate for sustained improvements to the rental housing investment climate, principally through Federal tax reform and improved access to financing.

4. That Administration, in consultation with industry and the Edmonton Joint Planning Committee on Housing, explore a range of land use planning measures to promote affordable housing development.  An Administration report on this review to be submitted to City Council by the summer of 2004.

5. That the Edmonton Housing Trust Fund be requested, on behalf of the City, to administer a process to identify and recommend, to the Minister of Alberta Seniors, projects under the Canada-Alberta Affordable Housing Partnerships Initiative.

6. That the Edmonton Joint Planning Committee on Housing be requested to lead and co-ordinate implementation of the recommendations in this report and report back to City Council in the summer of 2004 on progress achieved.

7. That the resolution approved by Calgary City Council on “Minimum Wage and Affordability of Housing” for submission to the 2003 Alberta Urban Municipalities Association convention (Attachment 4 of the July 15, 2003, Community Services Department report) be supported.

K. Barnhart and D. Kreuzer, Community Services Department, answered the Committee’s questions.

AMENDMENT MOVED D. Thiele:

1. That Part 4 be amended by replacing the words “the summer” with the word “March.”

2. That Part 6 be amended by replacing the word “the summer” with the word “March” and by adding the words “and previous reports” after the words “in this report.”

A. B. Maurer, City Manager; K. Barnhart and D. Kreuzer, Community Services Department, answered the Committee’s questions.

CARRIED

FOR THE AMENDMENT:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, B. Smith, 
D. Thiele.

MOTION ON ITEM F.1.b. C, AS AMENDED, put:

That Community Services Committee recommend to City Council:

1. That Administration’s response (Attachment 1 of the July 15, 2003, Community Services Department report) be accepted as City Council’s response to the Task Force on Affordable Housing Summary Report, March 2003.

2. Subject to City Council approval of the 2004 Capital and Operating Budget and the Proposed Grant Funding Agreement, that the Affordable Housing Program be established with a total budget of $850,000 per year to carry out the Specific City Actions detailed in Attachment 2 (of the July 15, 2003, Community Services Department report) including:

a) Capital funding of $500,000 per year to enable the City to partner with the Federal and Alberta Governments under the Canada-Alberta Affordable Housing Partnerships Initiative; and

b) Operating funding of $350,000 per year to reduce municipal fees and charges for affordable housing units.

3. That a letter be prepared for signature by the Mayor, on behalf of City Council, to the Federal Government, to advocate for sustained improvements to the rental housing investment climate, principally through Federal tax reform and improved access to financing.

4. That Administration, in consultation with industry and the Edmonton Joint Planning Committee on Housing, explore a range of land use planning measures to promote affordable housing development.  An Administration report on this review to be submitted to City Council by March of 2004.

5. That the Edmonton Housing Trust Fund be requested, on behalf of the City, to administer a process to identify and recommend, to the Minister of Alberta Seniors, projects under the Canada-Alberta Affordable Housing Partnerships Initiative.

6. That the Edmonton Joint Planning Committee on Housing be requested to lead and co-ordinate implementation of the recommendations in this report, and previous reports, and report back to City Council in March of 2004 on progress achieved.

7. That the resolution approved by Calgary City Council on “Minimum Wage and Affordability of Housing” for submission to the 2003 Alberta Urban Municipalities Association convention (Attachment 4 of the July 15, 2003, Community Services Department report) be supported.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION

AS AMENDED :
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, B. Smith, 
D. Thiele

Mayor B. Smith left the meeting.

F.4.
OTHER REPORTS

F.4.a.
C
Community Services Advisory Board:  Integrating Visions for Social Well-Being and Economic Prosperity.  (
R. Gaunce, Community Services Advisory Board, made a presentation.

R. Gaunce, Community Services Advisory Board; and A. B. Maurer, City Manager, answered the Committee’s questions.

MOVED D. Thiele:

That Community Services Committee recommend to City Council:

That the Vision for Social Well-Being and Quality of Life and the Vision for Economic Prosperity be combined as a single, integrated vision for the City of Edmonton.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.

MOVED K. Leibovici:

That Community Services Committee recommend to City Council:

That Administration determine a process by which the integration of the two visions: Vision for Social Well-Being and Quality of Life and Vision for Economic Prosperity, can be accomplished and report back through Community Services Committee.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.

F.1.
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

F.1.c.

Grant Funding Agreement – City-owned Community Housing.  (
K. Barnhart, Community Services Department, made a presentation.

A. B. Maurer, City Manager; K. Barnhart and D. Kreuzer, Community Services Department, answered the Committee’s questions.

MOVED D. Thiele:

	1. That the proposed Grant Funding Agreement (Attachment 1 of the June 27, 2003, Community Services Department report) between the Province of Alberta and the City of Edmonton be approved.

2. That the General Manager, Community Services Department, be authorized to execute the Grant Funding Agreement on behalf of the City.
	Community Svcs.




CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.

F.1.d.

Community League Grant Review Update.  (
K. Barnhart, Community Services Department, answered the Committee’s questions.

MOVED B. Anderson:

	That the July 10, 2003, Community Services Department report be received for information.
	Community Svcs.


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.

The Committee recessed at 12:05 p.m.

The Committee reconvened at 1:37 p.m.

Councillor D. Thiele was absent.

Councillor M. Phair was present.

F.1.f.

Funding for the Edmonton Inner City Housing Society (EICHS) under the Low Income Housing Capital Assistance Program (LIHCAP).  (
MOVED B. Anderson:

	That an allocation of $117,500 from the Low Income Housing Capital Assistance Program to the Edmonton Inner City Housing Society for its Norwood Family Housing #2 Project be approved.
	Community Svcs.




CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, B. Smith.

ABSENT:
D. Thiele.

Councillor D. Thiele entered the meeting.

F.1.a.
C
Greater Edmonton Foundation (GEF) Update on Long Term Funding Strategy.  (
MOVED B. Anderson:

That Community Services Committee hear from D. Mayne, Greater Edmonton Foundation.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, B. Smith, 
D. Thiele.

K. Barnhart, Community Services Department, made a presentation.

K. Fearnley, Executive Director, and D. Mayne, Greater Edmonton Foundation, made presentations, and K. Fearnley answered the Committee’s questions.

MOVED J. Batty: 

That Community Services Committee recommend to City Council:

1. That the July 24, 2003, Community Services Department report be received for information.

2. That Administration review the Greater Edmonton Foundation’s business plan and report back to the September 15, 2003, Community Services Committee meeting as the first item of business.

K. Barnhart, Community Services Department, answered the Committee’s questions.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, B. Smith, 
D. Thiele.

Mayor B. Smith left the meeting.

F.4.
OTHER REPORTS

F.4.d.

Proposal for Non-Statutory Public Hearing on Administration’s Response to the Pesticide Advisory Committee’s Final Report – September 18, 2003.  (
D. H. Edey, City Clerk, made a presentation.

N. Bowles, Executive Director, Landscape Alberta Nursery Trades Association, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.

L. Brenneis, Community Services Department; D. H. Edey, City Clerk; and A. B. Maurer, City Manager, answered the Committee’s questions.

MOVED D. Thiele:

	1. That Part 1 of the motion passed at the June 9/10, 2003, Community Services Committee meeting be amended to read:

“That the Community Services Department prepare a response to the final report of the Pesticide Advisory Committee to return to a Special Community Services Committee meeting to be held on Thursday, September 18, 2003, at 9:30 a.m. in Council Chamber.”
2. That the Community Services Committee schedule a Non-Statutory Public Hearing on Administration’s response to the Pesticide Advisory Committee’s report on Thursday, September 18, 2003 at 9:30 a.m. in Council Chamber and that, if necessary,  the meeting continue on Friday, September 19, 2003, at 1 p.m. 

3. That the proposed procedures contained in Attachment 1 of the July 17, 2003, Office of the City Manager report, with the following amendments, be adopted for the Non-Statutory Public Hearing:

a) Part 2 be replaced with the following:

“2.   Administration will introduce this item and respond to the final report of the  Pesticide Advisory Committee.  The Administration’s technical experts will be heard from immediately following the Administration’s presentation.  Councillors will be allowed to ask questions of the Administration’s technical experts.”

b) In Part 6 the words “and it’s technical experts” be inserted at the end of the sentence.

4. That Administration make its response to the Pesticide Advisory Committee’s report, including the information from the Administration’s technical experts, available to the public at least two weeks prior to September 18, 2003.

5. That Administration advertise the Non-Statutory Public Hearing.

6. That Administration ensure that independent technical expert(s) be available to present information to and answer questions from the Committee.
	City Manager

Community Svcs.

CS Committee

F.4.d. Continued

City Manager

Community Svcs.

CS Committee




CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.

F.4.c.

Business Licence Fees and Revenue Opportunities.  (
MOVED B. Anderson (Made at the June 9/10, 2003, Community Services Committee meeting):

That any future revisions of bylaws which contain a fee of at least $50 and the proposed increase is 50% or more, that Administration provide a report outlining a strategy to stage the increase over a period of time, the implications and impact of the fee increases, and a communication plan to directly inform those affected by the increase.

withdrawn

With the unanimous consent of the Members of the Committee, Councillor B. Anderson withdrew his motion.

MOVED B. Anderson:

	1. That Administration give increased attention to fee changes in major bylaw re-writing exercise, and include fee payment options, implications and impacts of the fee increases, and a communication plan at the time of the bylaw presentation to Council.

2. That the July 9, 2003, Planning and Development report be received for information.
	Planning & Dev.

F.4.c. Continued

Planning & Dev.


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.

N.
NOTICES OF MOTION

Councillor J. Batty asked whether there were any Notices of Motion.  There were none.

(Sec. 91. B.L. 12300)

O.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 3:07 p.m.

______________________________

______________________________

CHAIR
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