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  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES

Wednesday, May 7, 2003

	MEMBERS:
	PRESENT:

	B. Smith; Chair
	B. Smith

	A. Bolstad, Vice-Chair
	A. Bolstad

	T. Cavanagh
	T. Cavanagh

	L. Langley
	L. Langley

	J. Melnychuk
	J. Melnychuk


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

Councillor B. Anderson
Councillor J. Batty
Councillor R. Hayter
Councillor K. Leibovici
Councillor M. Phair
L. Benowski, Acting City Manager
D. H. Edey, City Clerk


A.1.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor B. Smith called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

Councillor M. Phair was in attendance.

A.2.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOVED T. Cavanagh:

1.
That the Executive Committee agenda for the May 7, 2003, meeting be adopted with the following additions:

E.2.a. C
Northlands Agreement - Skyreach Centre.

E.4.d. C
Potential Options for a Noise Attenuation Feature for 


the Former CN Intermodal Facility Located South of 


127 Avenue Between 82 Street and 97 Street.

2.
That the following items be made time specific:

10:30 a.m
E.4.d. C
Potential Options for a Noise Attenuation 




Feature for the Former CN Intermodal 




Facility Located South of 127 Avenue 




Between 82 Street and 97 Street.
2:30 p.m.
E.4.c.

Enoch Casino.

3:45 p.m.
E.5.a. C
Edmonton Downtown Development 




Corporation 2003 Business Plan.
CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

A.3.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

MOVED L. Langley:

That the minutes of the April 23, 2003, Executive Committee meeting be adopted.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

Councillor R. Hayter entered the meeting.

B.2.

EXEMPTIONS AND VOTE ON ALL OTHER ITEMS

MOVED T. Cavanagh:

That items D.2.a., D.2.b., E.2.a. C, E.2.c., E.4.c., E.4.d. C, E.5.a. C, E.5.b., and the in-private item E.5.c. be exempted for debate; and 

E.
REPORTS RELATED TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MATTERS
E.2.
CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT

E.2.b.
C
Corporate Review of the Use of Overtime.  (
That Executive Committee recommend to City Council:

That the April 24, 2003, Corporate Services Department report be received for information.

E.4.
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

E.4.a.
C
Business Taxes Recommended for Write-Off.  (
That Executive Committee recommend to City Council:

That the write-off of $228,658.70 in uncollectible business taxes and penalties covering the period January 1, 2002, to December 31, 2002, be approved.

E.4.b.
C
Linear Property 2002 Assessment Appeals for the Taxation Year 2003.  (
That Executive Committee recommend to City Council:

That City of Edmonton intervene and make representations before the Municipal Government Board with respect to linear property assessment appeals filed against the 2002 linear property assessments for the taxation year 2003.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

B.3.
DECISION TO HEAR AND TIME SPECIFICS
MOVED A. Bolstad:

1. That item D.2.a. – Natural Areas Advisory Committee – Terms of Reference (M. Phair) – be made debatable.

2. That Executive Committee hear from the following delegations:

D.2.a.

Natural Areas Advisory Committee – Terms of Reference (M. Phair).

P. Wishart, Environment Group, Canadian Federation of University Women, Edmonton; and

B. Breau, Alberta Environmental Network Society.

E.4.c.

Enoch Casino.

C. Treen, Lewis Estates Community League.

E.4.d. C
Potential Options for a Noise Attenuation Feature for the Former CN Intermodal Facility Located South of 127 Avenue Between 82 Street and 97 Street.

K. McCabe and M. Gourley (to answer questions), Canadian National Railway;

Dr. M. G. Faulkner and S. Bilawchuk, ACI Acoustical Consultants Inc.;

G. Potolicki, Green Plan Ltd.;

R. Davis, Bunt & Associates; and

B. Yachimec, Taz Holdings Ltd.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

D.
ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES AND RESPONSES

D.1.
ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES

D.1.a.

2002 Provincial Grant in Lieu of Taxes (J. Melnychuk).

	“It has come to my attention that the 2002 provincial grants in lieu of taxes for senior accommodations (privately owned) were received late from Alberta Municipal Affairs.  As a result, late penalties were accrued by some of these facilities.

I would like an Administrative report on the following:

1. How many facilities received these grants?

2. How many facilities were levied a penalty by the City?

3. Has the City ever waived these penalties in the past?

4. What would be the implications of doing so?

5. Provide any other relevant information.

I would like the report to come back during the week of May 19, 2003.”
	Planning & Dev.

Due: May 21, 2003


D.1.b.

AMFDC Fund (M. Phair).

	“I understand that as part of the Provincial 2003/04 budget, $100 million was withdrawn from the AMFDC fund for the provincial budget.

1. Can the Administration indicate if this is accurate?

2. If this money was withdrawn, will this have an effect of increasing the rate of borrowing for Edmonton through this fund?”
	Corporate Svcs.

Due: July 9, 2003



D.2.
REPORTS ON ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES

D.2.b.

Notification Processes for Planning Proposals (J. Melnychuk).  (
MOVED J. Melnychuk:

That Item D.2.b. be dealt with now.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

MOVED J. Melnychuk:

	1. That Item D.2.b. be made debatable to allow action motions to be made in response to the content of the report (Sec. 46, B.L. 12300).

2. That the March 21, 2003, Planning and Development Department report be postponed to the May 21, 2003, Executive Committee meeting, time specific at 1:30 p.m.
	Planning & Dev.

Due:
May 21, 2003,

@ 1:30 p.m.


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

E.5.
OTHER REPORTS

E.5.d.

May 21, 2003, Executive Committee meeting.

MOVED T. Cavanagh:

	That on May 21, 2003, the Executive Committee recess from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. to allow Members of Council to participate in an Emergency Response Department presentation.
	All General Managers


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

D.2.
REPORTS ON ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRIES

D.2.a.

Natural Areas Advisory Committee – Terms of Reference (M. Phair). ( 

J. Hodgson, Asset Management and Public Works Department; and G. Pearsell, Planning and Development Department, made a presentation.

P. Wishart, Environmental Group, Canadian Federation of University Women, Edmonton; and B. Breau, Alberta Environmental Network Society, made presentations and answered the Committee’s questions.

R. Caldwell, Planning and Development Department, answered the Committee’s questions.

Councillor B. Anderson entered the meeting.

D. H. Edey, City Clerk; and L. Benowski, Acting City Manager, answered the Committee’s questions.

MOVED T. Cavanagh:

That the February 19, 2003, Planning and Development Department report be received for information.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

MOVED A. Bolstad:

1. That Administration:

a)
amend the Terms of Reference of the Natural Areas Advisory Committee to indicate that the Committee will be expected to report to Executive Committee at least once a year.

b)
amend the “Members Qualifications” which currently read:

“Should not currently be an executive member nor have been executive members of organizations with an environmental advocacy mission in the past 18 months”, 

to read as follows:

“Should not currently be an executive member of organizations with an environmental advocacy mission.”

Members of the Committee requested the motion be split for voting purposes.

MOTION ON PART 1a), put:

1.
That Administration:

a)
amend the Terms of Reference of the Natural Areas Advisory Committee to indicate that the Committee will be expected to report to Executive Committee at least once a year.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

MOTION ON PART 1b), put:

1.
That Administration:

 b)
amend the “Members Qualifications” which currently read:

“Should not currently be an executive member nor have been executive members of organizations with an environmental advocacy mission in the past 18 months”,

to read as follows:

“Should not currently be an executive member of organizations with an environmental advocacy mission.”

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, J. Melnychuk.

OPPOSED:
L. Langley.

SUMMARY OF THE COMMITTEE’S DECISION ON ITEM D.2.a.:

	1. That the February 19, 2003, Planning and Development Department report be received for information.

2.
That Administration:

a)
amend the Terms of Reference of the Natural Areas Advisory Committee to indicate that the Committee will be expected to report to Executive Committee at least once a year.

b)
amend the “Members Qualifications” which currently read:

“Should not currently be an executive member nor have been executive members of organizations with an environmental advocacy mission in the past 18 months”, 

to read as follows:

“Should not currently be an executive member of organizations with an environmental advocacy mission.”
	Planning & Dev.

Due: Annually

D.2.a. cont’d.

Planning & Dev.


E.4.
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

E.4.d.
C
Potential options for a noise attenuation feature for the Former CN Intermodal Facility, located south of 127 Avenue, between 82 Street and 97 Street.  (
MOTION ON THE FLOOR AT CITY COUNCIL:

MOVED A. Bolstad - M. Phair (Made at the April 30, 2003, City Council meeting):

“That the Administration be directed to recommend to the Subdivision Authority and the Development Authority that a noise attenuation feature between the railroad lands and the commercial lands be constructed as a condition of any subdivision or development approval.”

L. Benowski, Acting City Manager, made a presentation.

MOVED B. Smith:

That Executive Committee recommend to City Council:

1.
That the Motion on the Floor be withdrawn or defeated.

2.
That City Council direct the Subdivision Authority to require the construction of a 1.8 m high solid uniform screen fence along the south boundary of the commercial site.

3.
That the May 5, 2003, Planning and Development Department report be received for information.

K. McCabe, Canadian National Railway; and Dr. M. G. Foulkner, ACI Acoustical Consultants Inc., made presentations and answered the Committee’s questions.

R. Davis, Bunt & Associates, made a presentation. Copies of “Common Noise Levels (dBA)” were distributed to the Members of the Committee and a copy was filed with the Office of the City Clerk.

B. Yachimec, Taz Holdings Ltd., made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.

L. Benowski, Acting City Manager; and A. Jones, Transportation and Streets Department, answered the Committee’s questions.

AMENDMENT MOVED A. Bolstad:

That in Part 2, the height of “1.8 m” be amended to “3.0 m.”

LOST

FOR THE MOTION:
A. Bolstad.
OPPOSED:
B. Smith; T. Cavanagh, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

MOTION ON ITEM E.4.d. C, put:

That Executive Committee recommend to City Council:

1.
That the Motion on the Floor be withdrawn or defeated.

2.
That City Council direct the Subdivision Authority to require the construction of a 1.8 m high solid uniform screen fence along the south boundary of the commercial site.

3.
That the May 5, 2003, Planning and Development Department report be received for information.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; T. Cavanagh, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.
OPPOSED:
A. Bolstad.

E.5.
OTHER REPORTS

E.5.b.

Edmonton 2005 World Masters Games Report #1, First Quarter 2003.  (
B. Anderson, Executive Director, 2005 World Masters Games, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.

Councillors J. Batty and K. Leibovici entered the meeting.

MOVED B. Smith:

	That the April 23, 2003, Office of the City Manager report be received for information.
	City Manager


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

MOVED B. Smith:

That the Committee meet in private.

Section 24(1)(c) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

The Committee met in private at 11:50 a.m.

MOVED B. Smith:

That the Committee meet in public.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

The Committee met in public at 12:03 p.m.

E.5.c.

Edmonton 2005 World Masters Games. 

MOVED L. Langley:

	That the verbal report be received for information.
	City Manager


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

E.2.
CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT

E.2.c.

Status of the e-Business Program.  (
MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

	That the April 14, 2003, Corporate Services Department report be postponed to the June 11, 2003, Executive Committee meeting, time specific at 11 a.m.
	Corporate Svcs.

Due:
June 11, 2003,

@ 11 a.m.


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley
J. Melnychuk.

The Committee recessed at 12:05 p.m.

The Committee reconvened at 1:30 p.m.

Councillors B. Anderson and R. Hayter were in attendance.

E.2.
CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT

E.2.a.
C
Northlands Agreement – Skyreach Centre.  (
E. Young, President, Edmonton Northlands, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.  Copies of the presentation were distributed to Members of the Committee and a copy was filed with the Office of the City Clerk.

Councillors J. Batty and K. Leibovici entered the meeting.

R. Garvey, General Manager, Corporate Services Department, answered the Committee’s questions.

MOVED  T. Cavanagh:

That Executive Committee recommend to City Council:

1. That the support agreement between Northlands and the City for the operation of the Skyreach Centre (the Centre) be renewed incorporating the following revisions to the terms and conditions:

a) Reduction of the City’s annual operating contribution to $2,200,000, which will then be increased for inflation commencing in 2005.

b) That the City assume responsibility for funding those capital improvements that preserve the useful life of the Skyreach Centre (Attachment 2 of the May 2, 2003, Corporate Services Department report) with Northlands retaining responsibility for capital improvements related to the Centre’s operating functionality and aesthetics.  Furthermore, that the support agreement reflect a minimum annual level of capital improvements by Northlands of $600,000.

c) That the formula for calculating the operating profit of the Skyreach Centre for purposes of sharing profits between Northlands and the City be revised such that the City share in profits earned in excess of the five-year average of the actual net income of the Skyreach Centre adjusted for inflation.  The City’s share of these excess profits would be 20%, with the proceeds to be held in reserve to fund capital improvements at the Skyreach Centre for which the City has responsibility, as described in Attachment 2 of the May 2, 2003, Corporate Services Department report.

d) That the term of the support agreement be set at ten years with provisions made for either party to terminate and seek to renegotiate the agreement where there is a material change in the financial status of either the Skyreach Centre or Northlands.

2. That the support agreement be acceptable in form to Corporate Services Department (Law Branch) and in content to the City Manager.  The City Manager may amend all relevant terms and conditions which the City Manager deems necessary for the purpose of implementing Part 1.

R. Garvey, General Manager, Corporate Services Department; and D. H. Edey, City Clerk, answered the Committee’s questions.

AMENDMENT MOVED A. Bolstad:

That a Part 3 be added as follows:

3.
That the Administration return to the May 27, 2003, City Council meeting with a letter, addressed to all twenty-one municipal jurisdictions in the Edmonton region, that details:

(i)
the regional benefits of Skyreach Centre;

(ii)
the need to provide Northlands with an operating subsidy of $2.2 million beginning in 2004;

(iii)
the per capita share of the $2.2 million each jurisdiction would pay if they agreed to contribute to the operation of the Region’s largest audience building; 

(iv)
a request for each jurisdiction’s Council to consider contributing, on a per capita basis, to the required $2.2 million operating subsidy currently being paid solely by the City of Edmonton.

R. Garvey, General Manager, Corporate Services Department; and D. H. Edey, City Clerk, answered the Committee’s questions.

LOST

FOR THE AMENDMENT:
A. Bolstad, J. Melnychuk.

OPPOSED:
B. Smith; T. Cavanagh, L. Langley.

Members of the Committee requested Part 1a, be split for voting purposes.

MOTION ON ITEM E.2.a.,C, Parts 1b, 1c, 1d, and 2, put:

That Executive Committee recommend to City Council:

1.
That the support agreement between Northlands and the City for the operation of the Skyreach Centre (the Centre) be renewed incorporating the following revisions to the terms and conditions:

b)
That the City assume responsibility for funding those capital improvements that preserve the useful life of the Skyreach Centre (Attachment 2 of the May 2, 2003, Corporate Services Department report) with Northlands retaining responsibility for capital improvements related to the Centre’s operating functionality and aesthetics.  Furthermore, that the support agreement reflect a minimum annual level of capital improvements by Northlands of $600,000.

c)
That the formula for calculating the operating profit of the Skyreach Centre for purposes of sharing profits between Northlands and the City be revised such that the City share in profits earned in excess of the five-year average of the actual net income of the Skyreach Centre adjusted for inflation.  The City’s share of these excess profits would be 20%, with the proceeds to be held in reserve to fund capital improvements at the Skyreach Centre for which the City has responsibility, as described in Attachment 2 of the May 2, 2003, Corporate Services Department report.

d)
That the term of the support agreement be set at ten years with provisions made for either party to terminate and seek to renegotiate the agreement where there is a material change in the financial status of either the Skyreach Centre or Northlands.

2.
That the support agreement be acceptable in form to Corporate Services Department (Law Branch) and in content to the City Manager.  The City Manager may amend all relevant terms and conditions which the City Manager deems necessary for the purpose of implementing Part 1.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,


J. Melnychuk.

MOTION ON ITEM E.2.a.,C, Part 1a, put:

That Executive Committee recommend to City Council:

1.
That the support agreement between Northlands and the City for the operation of the Skyreach Centre (the Centre) be renewed incorporating the following revisions to the terms and conditions:

a)
Reduction of the City’s annual operating contribution to $2,200,000, which will then be increased for inflation commencing in 2005.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; T. Cavanagh, L. Langley, J. Melnychuk.

OPPOSED:
A. Bolstad.

E.4.
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

E.4.c.

Enoch Casino.

K. Mamczasz, Planning and Development Department, made a presentation.

C. Treen, Lewis Estates Community League, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.

K. Mamczasz, Planning and Development Department; G. Heaton, Corporate Services Department (Law); and L. Benowski, Acting City Manager, answered the Committee’s questions.

MOVED A. Bolstad:

	1.
That the verbal report be received for information.

2.
That Administration address the issues raised in the May 5, 2003, letter from Lewis Estates Community League, with the exception of the references to legal opinions, when they report back to the May 21, 2003, Executive Committee meeting, and that this item be made time specific at 2:30 p.m.
	Planning & Dev.

Due:
May 21, 2003, 

@ 2:30 p.m.


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,


J. Melnychuk.

The Committee recessed at 3:20 p.m.

The Committee reconvened at 3:50 p.m.

Councillor A. Bolstad was absent.

Councillor J. Batty was in attendance.

E.5.
OTHER REPORTS

E.5.a.
C
Edmonton Downtown Development Corporation 2003 Business Plan.  (
S. McGee, Executive Director, Edmonton Downtown Development Corporation, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.

Councillor A. Bolstad entered the meeting.

MOVED  B. Smith:

That Executive Committee recommend to City Council:

1.
That the Edmonton Downtown Development Corporation 2003 Business Plan be received for information.

2.
That the Edmonton Downtown Development Corporation’s remaining 2003 Operating Budget be released.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

MOVED  B. Smith:

	1.
That Administration report back by the end of September 2003, to the Executive Committee on the legal requirements of the City of Edmonton to fund the Edmonton Downtown Development Corporation (EDDC) and the steps that could be taken to withdraw future funding support.

2.
That Administration report back to the Executive Committee on alternative models that could be used to spur development in the Downtown (based on a survey of models that are working effectively in other big North American cities).  The report should contain a recommendation by Administration on the model they consider most feasible.
	City Manager

Corporate Svcs.

Planning & Dev.

Due: Sept. 17, 2003


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Smith; A. Bolstad, T. Cavanagh, L. Langley,
J. Melnychuk.

N.
NOTICES OF MOTION

Mayor B. Smith asked whether there were any Notices of Motion.  There were none.

(Sec. 91. B.L. 12300)

O.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m.

______________________________

______________________________

CHAIR
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