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  COUNCIL SERVICES COMMITTEE MINUTES
Thursday, April 21, 2005

PRESENT:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, T. Cavanagh, R. Hayter, K. Krushell, K. Leibovici,
J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel, L. Sloan, M. Phair, D. Thiele.

ABSENT:
E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

D. H. Edey, City Clerk
C. Card, Office of the City Clerk

A.
CALL TO ORDER AND RELATED BUSINESS
A.1.
CALL TO ORDER
Councillor B. Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.

Mayor S. Mandel and Councillors J. Batty, E. Gibbons, K. Leibovici, L. Sloan and M. Phair were absent.

A.2.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOVED  T. Cavanagh:
That the April 21, 2005, Council Services Committee meeting agenda be adopted.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, T. Cavanagh, R. Hayter, K. Krushell,
J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel, D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
J. Batty, E. Gibbons, K. Leibovici, S. Mandel,
L. Sloan, M. Phair.
Councillors K. Leibovici and L. Sloan entered the meeting.

A.3.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

MOVED  K. Krushell:
That the January 20, 2005, Council Services Committee meeting minutes be adopted.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, T. Cavanagh, R. Hayter, K. Krushell,
K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel, L. Sloan,
D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
J. Batty, E. Gibbons, S. Mandel, M. Phair.
B.
PROCEDURAL MATTERS

B.2.
TIME SPECIFICS AND DECISION TO HEAR
MOVED  M. Nickel:
That the Committee hear from M. Berry on the following item at the July 14, 2005, Council Services Committee meeting:

 I.1.a.

Concerns Raised by the Councillors’ Executive Assistants  (
LOST
FOR THE MOTION:
None.

OPPOSED:
B. Anderson, T. Cavanagh, R. Hayter, K. Krushell,
K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel, L. Sloan,
D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
J. Batty, E. Gibbons, S. Mandel, M. Phair.
Councillor J. Batty entered the meeting.

I.
OTHER COMMITTEE REPORTS

I.1.a.

Concerns Raised by the Councillors’ Executive Assistants  (
L. Lee, Executive Assistant, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.
Councillor M. Phair entered the meeting.

MOVED  L. Sloan:

That the Committee hear from any Executive Assistant who wishes
to speak.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, T. Cavanagh, R. Hayter,
K. Krushell, K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel,
M. Phair, L. Sloan, D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.
D. H. Edey, City Clerk, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.
L. Chipeniuk, S. Gale and R. Patterson, Executive Assistants, made presentations and answered the Committee’s questions.

J. MacPherson, Corporate Services Department, answered the Committee’s questions.



Executive Assistants’ Salary and Benefits Review
MOVED  M. Phair:
	That Administration undertake a salary and benefits review of Councillors’ Executive Assistants’ positions comparing the position to similar positions within the City of Edmonton, other municipalities and the provincial government, and report back at the July 14, 2005, Council Services Committee meeting.
	Corporate Svcs.

Due:  July 14, 2005


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, T. Cavanagh, R. Hayter,
K. Krushell, K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel,
M. Phair, L. Sloan, D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.
MOVED  M. Phair:

	That Administration undertake a review of disability benefits offered within the City of Edmonton and to other positions similar in nature to Councillors’ Executive Assistants and provide a report to the Council Services Committee including the costs which would be associated with implementing this type of benefit.
	Corporate Svcs.

Due:  July 14, 2005


J. MacPherson, Corporate Services Department; and D. H. Edey, City Clerk, answered the Committee’s questions.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, T. Cavanagh, R. Hayter,
K. Krushell, K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel,
M. Phair, L. Sloan, D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.
MOVED  M. Phair:

	That the March 2, 2005, Office of the City Manager report 2005CMC014 be received for information.
	City Manager


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, T. Cavanagh, R. Hayter,
K. Krushell, K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel,
M. Phair, L. Sloan, D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.


Options to Carry Forward Surplus Funds from Councillors’ Budgets
MOVED  J. Melnychuk:

	That Administration prepare a report on options available for Councillors to carry forward surplus funds from their budgets.
	City Manager

Due:  July 14, 2005


D. H. Edey, City Clerk, answered the Committee’s questions.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, K. Krushell, K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk,
M. Nickel, M. Phair, L. Sloan, D. Thiele.
OPPOSED:
J. Batty, T. Cavanagh, R. Hayter.

ABSENT:
E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.


Temporary Replacement Review
MOVED D. Thiele:

	That Administration prepare a report on how a Councillor could obtain an appropriately qualified replacement when their Executive Assistant is away on vacation, disability, or for an unexpected reason such as bereavement.
	City Manager

Due:  July 14, 2005


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, T. Cavanagh, R. Hayter, K. Krushell,
K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel, M. Phair,
L. Sloan, D. Thiele.
OPPOSED:
J. Batty.

ABSENT:
E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.
I.1.b.

Councillors’ Special Projects
Councillor M. Nickel made a presentation.
MOVED K. Krushell:

	That Administration, in consultation with Councillor M. Nickel, bring forward with the 2006 Office of the Councillors’ budget, a proposal to include research funds in the amount of $5,000 each for Councillors’ special projects.
	City Manager

Due:  July 14, 2005


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, T. Cavanagh, R. Hayter,
K. Krushell, K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel,
M. Phair, L. Sloan, D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.
I.1.c.

Office of the Councillors’ Effective Use of Front Office  (
MOVED  J. Batty:
That the Committee meet in private pursuant to Sections 17 and 24 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, T. Cavanagh, R. Hayter,
K. Krushell, K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel,
M. Phair, L. Sloan, D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.
The Committee met in private at 2:58 p.m.
MOVED  J. Melnychuk:
That the Committee meet in public.
CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, R. Hayter, K. Krushell,
K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel, M. Phair,
L. Sloan, D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
T. Cavanagh, E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.
The Committee met in public at 3:49 p.m.
MOVED  J. Batty:
That Administration proceed with:

1. the implementation of the redesign of the front area of the Office of the Councillors so that each staff member is screened,

2. a survey of Councillors to determine the duties that are not part of the Executive Assistant’s responsibilities and are the responsibilities of the Administrative Assistants,

3. an analysis of the work load of Administrative Assistants to determine if there are efficiencies that can be implemented, or if extra staff is required, and report back to the July 14, 2005, Council Services Committee meeting.
Members of Council requested that the motion be split for voting purposes.

C. Card, Office of the City Clerk; and D. H. Edey, City Clerk, answered the Committee’s questions.

PART 1 OF MOTION ON ITEM I.1.c. put:

That Administration proceed with:

1. the implementation of the redesign of the front area of the Office of the Councillors so that each staff member is screened.
carried
FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, R. Hayter, K. Krushell,
J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel, M. Phair, L. Sloan,
D. Thiele.
OPPOSED:
K. Leibovici.

ABSENT:
T. Cavanagh, E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.
PART 2 OF MOTION ON ITEM I.1.c. put:

That Administration proceed with:

2. a survey of Councillors to determine the duties that are not part of the Executive Assistant’s responsibilities and are the responsibilities of the Administrative Assistants.
lost
FOR THE MOTION:
J. Batty, R. Hayter, M. Nickel.
OPPOSED:
B. Anderson, K. Krushell, K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk,
M. Phair, L. Sloan, D. Thiele.

ABSENT:
T. Cavanagh, E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.
PART 3 OF MOTION ON ITEM I.1.c. put:

That Administration proceed with:

3. an analysis of the work load of Administrative Assistants to determine if there are efficiencies that can be implemented, or if extra staff is required, and report back to the July 14, 2005, Council Services Committee meeting.

lost

(majority vote required)

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, R. Hayter, M. Nickel,
L. Sloan.
OPPOSED:
K. Krushell, K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Phair,
D. Thiele.

ABSENT:
T. Cavanagh, E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.
SUMMARY OF THE COMMITTEE’S DECISION ON ITEM I.1.c. put:
	That Administration proceed with the implementation of the redesign of the front area of the Office of the Councillors so that each staff member is screened.
	City Manager




Office of the Councillors’ 2006 Budget
MOVED K. Krushell:

	That Administration prepare the 2006 Office of the Councillors’ budget to include funds to hire a full time receptionist position.
	City Manager

Due:  July 14, 2005


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, R. Hayter, K. Krushell,
K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel, M. Phair,
L. Sloan, D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
T. Cavanagh, E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.
MOVED D. Thiele:

	That Administration prepare the 2006 Office of the Councillors’ budget to include funds to support Option 3 as outlined in the July 8, 2004, Office of the City Manager report.
	City Manager

Due:  July 14, 2005


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, R. Hayter, K. Krushell,
K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel, M. Phair,
L. Sloan, D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
T. Cavanagh, E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.


Funds Required to Hire a Full Time Receptionist from September 1 to December 31, 2005

MOVED J. Melnychuk:

	That Administration prepare a report for the July 14, 2005, Council Services Committee meeting, that outlines the funds required to hire a full time receptionist from September 1 to December 31, 2005.
	City Manager

Due:  July 14, 2005


CARRIED

FOR THE MOTION:
B. Anderson, J. Batty, R. Hayter, K. Krushell,
K. Leibovici, J. Melnychuk, M. Nickel, M. Phair,
L. Sloan, D. Thiele.
ABSENT:
T. Cavanagh, E. Gibbons, S. Mandel.
N.
NOTICES OF MOTION

Councillor B. Anderson asked whether there were any Notices of Motion.  There were none.

O.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 4:02 p.m.
______________________________

______________________________

CHAIR
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