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Quasi-Judicial Standing Committee Minutes
September 16, 2008
	Members:
	Present:

	K. Leibovici, Chair
	K. Leibovici

	D. Iveson, Vice-Chair
	

	T. Caterina
	T. Caterina

	D. Thiele
	D. Thiele


Also in Attendance:

C. Ashmore, Corporate Services Department (Law)

J. Wright, Office of the City Clerk


A.
CALL TO ORDER AND RELATED BUSINESS

A.1.
Call to Order
Councillor K. Leibovici called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
A.3.
Adoption of Minutes

Moved  D. Thiele:
That the July 22, 2008, Quasi-Judicial Standing Committee meeting minutes be adopted.

Carried 
For the Motion:
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.

A.5.
Explanation of Appeal Hearing Process

Councillor K. Leibovici explained the appeal hearing process and asked if anyone objected to any Member of the Quasi-Judicial Standing Committee hearing the appeals. No one objected.

Q.
QUASI-JUDICIAL STANDING COMMITTEE MATTERS
Q.1.
Appeal of Order – G. M., 11932 – 65 Street, NW, Edmonton – Order Issued Pursuant to Section 546(1)(c) of the Municipal Government Act
J. Wright, Office of the City Clerk, answered the Committee’s questions.
R. Pleckaitis, Respondent, advised the Committee that pursuant to an inspection conducted on the property, Administration has found that the Order against this property has been satisfied and therefore the appeal has been withdrawn.

Q.2.
Appeal of Order – G. K., 9935 – 150 Street, NW, Edmonton – Order Issued Pursuant to Section 546(1)(c) of the Municipal Government Act
J. Wright, Office of the City Clerk, advised Members of the Committee that G. K., Appellant, was not in attendance.  Notice of the appeal hearing was mailed to G. K. on August 13, 2008.
R. Pleckaitis, Respondent, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.  

A set of photographs of the subject property taken by Administration on July 30, 2008, and September 15, 2008, was circulated to Members of the Committee and then filed with the Office of the City Clerk.  A second set of photographs was submitted for the Appellant.

J. Wright, Office of the City Clerk, answered the Committee’s questions.

(Q.2. continued on page 3)  

Q.3.
Appeal of Order – P. L., 11014 – 95 Street, NW, Edmonton – Order Issued Pursuant to Section 546(1)(c) of the Municipal Government Act
Moved  D. Thiele:

That item E.3. be dealt with now.

Carried

For the Motion:
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.

P. L., Appellant, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.  

R. Pleckaitis, Respondent, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.  

A set of photographs of the subject property taken by Administration on August 5, 2008, and September 15, 2008, was provided to the Appellant, and a second set was circulated to Members of the Committee and then filed with the Office of the City Clerk.  

Councillor K. Leibovici asked if the Appellant would like to provide closing comments.

P. L., Appellant, made a further presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.  

Councillor K. Leibovici asked if Administration would like to provide closing comments.

R. Pleckaitis, Repondent, indicated that he did not wish to make a further presentation.
(E.3. continued on page 4)

Moved  D. Thiele:

That the Committee meet in private pursuant to section 20 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.
Carried

For the Motion:
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici. D. Thiele.
The Committee met in private at 10:13 a.m.

Moved  T. Caterina:

That the Committee meet in public.
Carried

For the Motion:
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.
The Committee met in public at 10:30 a.m.

Q.2.
Appeal of Order – G. K., 9935 – 150 Street, NW, Edmonton – Order Issued Pursuant to Section 546(1)(c) of the Municipal Government Act
(continued from page 2)
Evidence

In dealing with the appeal of an Order to 9935 – 150 Street, NW, Edmonton, the Quasi Judicial Standing Committee considered the following evidence:

1.  The Committee considered a letter from the Appellant submitted to the Office of the City Clerk on August 7, 2008.
2.  The Committee heard from R. Pleckaitis, Administration.
3.  The Committee viewed photos of the subject property taken by Administration on September 15, 2008.
Fact

Based on the evidence presented, the Committee finds the condition of the property to be unsightly and detrimental to the surrounding area.
Reasons

The condition of the subject property interferes with the enjoyment of neighbouring properties and is detrimental to surrounding properties.
Decision

Moved K. Leibovici:

	That the decision be upheld with one variation.  You are therefore ordered to:

Remove all unregistered/dismantled/damaged/derelict motor vehicles, steel, metals, chairs, plastics, tires, auto parts, lumber, shelving and any other loose debris from the entire property.
	Planning & Dev.




Carried 

For the Motion: 
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele

Q.3.
Appeal of Order – P. L., 11014 – 95 Street, NW, Edmonton – Order Issued Pursuant to Section 546(1)(c) of the Municipal Government Act
(continued from page 3)

Evidence

In dealing with the appeal of an Order to 11014 – 95 Street, NW, Edmonton, the Quasi Judicial Standing Committee considered the following evidence:

1.  The Committee heard from P. L., Appellant and considered a letter dated August 18, 2008, from the appellant.
2.  The Committee heard from R. Pleckaitis, Respondent
3.  The Committee viewed photos of the subject property taken by Administration on August 5, 2008, and September 15, 2008.
Fact

Based on the evidence presented, the Committee finds the condition of the property to be unsightly and detrimental to the surrounding area.
Reasons

The number of complaints Administration has received from neighbouring properties demonstrates the condition of the subject property interferes with the enjoyment of neighbouring properties and is detrimental to surrounding properties.

Decision

Moved K. Leibovici:

	That the Order be upheld:

Remove the following from the entire property:

All derelict/damaged/dismantled vehicles, vacuum cleaners, lawn mower, pillows, suit cases, metal fixtures, plastic buckets, wood, cardboard, television, blankets, tarps, bikes, tires, canopy, garbage, and all loose litter and debris.
	Planning & Dev.

Q.3. cont.


Carried 

For the Motion: 
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.
Q.4.
Appeal of Order – M. M. H. & M. M., 
4012 Aspen Drive East, NW, Edmonton – Order Issued Pursuant to Section 545(1) of the Municipal Government Act
J. Wright, Office of the City Clerk, answered the Committee’s questions.
M. M., Agent for the Appellant, made a presentation on the request to postpone item Q.4., until the October 28, 2008, Quasi-Judicial Standing Committee meeting, and answered the Committee’s questions.  Copies of M. M. submission and powerpoint presentation were distributed to Members of the Committee and a copy was filed with the Office of the City Clerk.
J. Wright, Office of the City Clerk; and C. Ashmore, Corporate Services Department (Law), answered the Committee’s questions.
M. M., Agent for the Appellant, answered the Committee’s questions.

R. Pleckaitis, Respondent, made a presentation on the request to postpone item Q.4., and answered the Committee’s questions.  

C. Ashmore, Corporate Services Department (Law), answered the Committee’s questions.
In considering the request for postponement the Committee considered the following:

Request for Postponement

The Committee heard from the appellant’s agent, M. M. and considered a written submission and powerpoint presentation.  The Committee also heard from the respondent, 
R. Pleckaitis, regarding the request for postponement.

Moved D. Thiele:
That the Committee grant a postponement to the October 28, 2008, Quasi-Judicial Standing Committee meeting for the following reasons:

· The appellant’s agent has indicated he requires more time to conduct research to present his case.
· The appellant’s agent indicated that an interested party was unavailable to attend today’s hearing.
· Administration represented that delaying this hearing may interfere with the ability to rectify the condition of the property, but also indicated that delaying the hearing may allow Administration time to consider other options.

· There has only been one complaint this year from neighbouring properties regarding the condition of the subject property. Therefore delaying the hearing would not cause significant hardship to surrounding properties.

Lost 

For the Motion: 
D. Thiele.

Opposed:

T. Caterina, K. Leibovici.
M. M., Agent for the Appellant, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.

R. Pleckaitis, Planning and Development Department, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.  

A set of photographs of the subject property taken by Administration on, August 18, 2008, and September 15, 2008, was provided to the Appellant, and a second set was circulated to Members of the Committee and then filed with the Office of the City Clerk.  

Councillor K. Leibovici asked if the Appellant would like to provide closing comments.

M. M., Agent for the Appellant, made a further presentation.  
Councillor K. Leibovici asked if Administration would like to provide closing comments.

R. Pleckaitis, Respondent, made a further presentation.

Moved  D. Thiele:

That the Committee meet in private pursuant to section 20 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.
Carried

For the Motion:
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici. D. Thiele.

The Committee met in private at 11:40 a.m.
Moved  D. Thiele:

That the Committee meet in public.
Carried

For the Motion:
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.

The Committee met in public at 11:53 a.m.

Appeal of Order to Quasi-Judicial Standing Committee – 
M. M., 4012 Aspen Drive, East, NW, Edmonton – Issued Pursuant to Section 545(1) of the Municipal Government Act


Evidence

In dealing with the appeal of an Order to 4012 Aspen Drive, East, NW, Edmonton, the Quasi Judicial Standing Committee considered the following evidence:

1. The Committee heard from M. M., agent for the Appellant, and considered a written submission from Mr. M.

2. The Committee heard from R. Pleckaitis, Respondent.
3. The Committee viewed photos of the subject property taken by Administration on August 18, 2008, and September 15, 2008.
Fact

Based on the evidence presented, the Committee finds the condition of the property is in contravention of the Community Standards Bylaw 14600.
Reasons

Administration has received complaints from neighbouring properties since 2002. This demonstrates the condition of the subject property shows a serious disregard for maintenance, including grass having grown in excess of 10 cm and being unkempt in appearance. This constitutes a nuisance as defined under the Community Standards Bylaw 14600.

Decision

 Moved  K. Leibovici:

	That the Order be varied.

You are therefore ordered to cut and maintain the grass on the property to a maximum height of 10 centimetres or to the satisfaction of the City development officer in consultation with a certified agrologist from the City.
	Planning & Dev.




Carried 

For the Motion: 
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.
Moved  D. Thiele:

That the Quasi-Judicial Standing Committee recess until 
3:45 p.m., in Council Chamber.

Carried 

For the Motion: 
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.

The Committee recessed at 12 noon.

The Committee reconvened at 3:57 p.m.

Q.5.
Appeal of Decision of Vehicle For Hire Commission - A. M. S., Pursuant to Vehicle for Hire Bylaw 14700, as amended
The Committee asked questions of C. Ashmore, Corporate Services Department (Law), and D. Collinson, Planning and Development Department, to determine whether the Committee had jurisdiction to hear today’s appeal.  It was determined that the Committee has jurisdiction.

Moved  T. Caterina:

That the Committee hear from W. O., Interested Party. 

Carried 

For the Motion: 
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.

A. M. S., Appellant, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.  Copies of A. M. Saad’s presentation were distributed to Members of the Committee and a copy was filed with the Office of the City Clerk.

C. Ashmore, Corporate Services Department (Law), answered the Committee’s questions.

D. Collinson, Planning and Development Department, answered the Committee’s questions.

C. Ashmore, Corporate Services Department (Law), answered the Committee’s questions.

W. O., ACE Limousine Service, Interested Party, made a presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.

C. Ashmore, Corporate Services Department (Law), answered the Committee’s questions.

W. O., ACE Limousine Service, Interested Party, and A. M. Saad, Appellant, answered the Committee’s questions.

C. Ashmore, Corporate Services Department (Law), answered the Committee’s questions.
Moved  T. Caterina:

That the Committee meet in private pursuant to section 20 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.
Carried

For the Motion:
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici. D. Thiele.

The Committee met in private at 4:30 p.m.
Moved  T. Caterina:

That the Committee meet in public.
Carried

For the Motion:
T. Caterina, K. Leibovici, D. Thiele.

The Committee met in public at 3:58 p.m.
D. Collinson, Planning and Development Department, answered the Committee’s questions.
W. O., ACE Limousine Service, Interested Party, and 
A. M. S., Appellant, answered the Committee’s questions.

C. Ashmore, Corporate Services Department (Law), answered the Committee’s questions.

W. O., ACE Limousine Service, Interested Party, made a further presentation and answered the Committee’s questions.

D. Collinson, Planning and Development Department, answered the Committee’s questions.

C. Ashmore, Corporate Services Department (Law), answered the Committee’s questions.

A. M. Saad, Appellant, made a further presentation.
C. A., Corporate Services Department (Law), answered the Committee’s questions.

W. O., ACE Limousine Service, Interested Party, made a further presentation.

C. Ashmore, Corporate Services Department, answered the Committee’s questions.
That the Quasi-Judicial Standing Committee has no jurisdiction to hear the A. M. S. appeal.
Appeal of Decision of Vehicle For Hire Commission - A. M. S., Pursuant to Vehicle for Hire Bylaw 14700, as amended

After discussion with all parties concerned, it was determined that no formal application for a Limousine Vehicle Licence had been received by Administration as required under Bylaw 14700.  Therefore, Law Branch advised that the Quasi-Judicial Standing Committee, in fact, had no jurisdiction to hear A. M. S. appeal under Section 107(2) since all required information had not been provided. 

S.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 5:13 p.m.
________________________

________________________

Chair





City Clerk
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