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Beverly Business Association
2007 Annual Report and Financial Statements


	Recommendation:

That the 2007 Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Beverly Business Association, as outlined in  Attachment 1 and 2, of the October 20, 2008, Beverly Business Association report 2008CBZB01, be received for information.


Report Summary

The Beverly Business Association has submitted its 2007 Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended December 31, 2007.

Report
· Under Bylaw 11083, the Beverly Business Association is required to annually submit to Council an activity report and audited financial statements on an annual basis.

· Under the Procedures and Committees Bylaw 12300, the Association reports to Council through Executive Committee.

· All documents have been reviewed by Planning and Development Department to ensure conformance with municipal requirements for the ongoing maintenance of Business Revitalization Zones in Edmonton.

	Justification of Recommendation

Business Revitalization Zone Associations are required to annually submit to Council an activity report and audited financial statements.


Attachments

1. Beverly Business Association 2007 Annual Report

2. Beverly Business Association Financial Statements for the year ended December 31, 2007
Beverly Business Association 2007 Annual Report

Annual Report

2007

History

The Beverly Business Association (BBA) was incorporated on September 12, 1995 under the authority of the Municipal Government Act of Alberta and The City of Edmonton Bylaw #11083. The Beverly Business Revitalization Zone (BRZ) represents approximately 130 businesses members on 118th Avenue between 32nd and 51st street. 
Mission Statement

To revitalize the Olde Towne Beverly business district, (‘The Avenue’) featuring its’ small town atmosphere and historic roots, marketed to strengthen existing businesses, attract new businesses, shoppers and tourists. 

Goals and Objectives

The Board of Directors of the BBA have established a three year strategic plan which includes the following goals, objectives and action plans to guide its’ activities during 2007-2009.

1. Safer Streets: Improve safety on the Avenue for our customers and businesses.
a. Maintain a strong partnership with Edmonton Police Service for continuous Police visibility on the Avenue.

b. Ensure that presently inadequate highway lighting is replaced with commercial and pedestrian lighting on 118th Avenue to coincide with  road rehabilitation scheduled for 2009.

c. Encourage and coordinate the installation of lighting on both lanes bordering 118th Avenue.

d. Encourage businesses and property owners to remove obstructions such as overgrown trees, grass, weeds, derelict buildings and fences.

e. Encourage businesses owners to remove graffiti and maintain an inviting and unobstructed storefront.

f. Encourage the community to establish neighborhood patrols.

2. Business Development: Encourage strong local customer support, attract new customers and desirable businesses.
a. Create an business environment where new businesses want to locate.

b. Communicate our goal to attract family type businesses to Real Estate Agents and existing Property Owners.

c. Promote our business district to local and visiting customers. 

d. Improve the profile of Olde Towne Beverly with additional highway signage.

e. Develop a strategy to encourage through traffic to ‘stop and shop’

f. Enhance the profile of the land use committee to ensure positive commercial development.

3. Beautification: Encourage initiatives which beautify the business district.
a. Beautify the Avenue with flower planters and beds.

b. Coordinate ongoing litter clean-up and graffiti removal.

c. Encourage businesses to maintain a clean storefront / monitor and report non compliance.

d. Encourage businesses to plant flower beds and barrels.

e. Encourage business to decorate their store front windows with lighting.

f. Plan for trees, tree lighting and rest areas in any future revitalization projects.

4. Communication: Implement strategies for good communication with businesses and the community.

5. Celebrate Community: Sponsor and host special events that encourage residents to celebrate community in their business district. 

2007 In Review

Crime and safety issues continue to be the primary concern for businesses and customers. They identify improved police presence and proper pedestrian lighting as the two solutions.

Police presence on the Avenue needs to be improved. The two existing Beat Officers do a tremendous job, however additional officers are required to maintain a minimal presence during the appropriate times of each day. At minimum, we would welcome the return of police presence that existed during 2006.  

Proper lighting is a deterrent to crime. It also indicates a safe, warm and inviting place to pedestrians. The 118th Avenue lighting desperately requires upgrading to address pedestrian traffic safety. In Beverly, highway style lighting poles are located on one side of 118th Avenue resulting in sidewalks being  barely  illuminated. 118 Avenue east has not been a highway entrance for in excess of 30 years and it is time for the City of Edmonton to reclaim and revitalize one of Edmonton’s Main Streets by removing the highway lighting and installing typical commercial road and pedestrian lighting. 

The opportunity to correct this is now, as road rehabilitation is scheduled for 2009. Now is the time to ensure the appropriate power, commercial and pedestrian light poles, tree grates and trees with lights are installed, while the sidewalks, curbs and gutters are all being replaced. 

An infrastructure issue such as this can not be borne by the business or property owners but should be financed by Municipal, Provincial and Federal infrastructure funding. During 2007 & into 2008, in consultation with business owners and the BBA, safety lighting plans have been developed by the Planning and Development Department, which addresses the above safety issues. Design planning funding has already been approved by City Council and what is now required is the approval and funding of the completed plan during the fall 2008 budget deliberations for the 2009 capital budget. Then, it can be tendered in early 2009 and implemented with the 2009 road rehabilitation. 

The Beverly Business owners do not expect the City Of Edmonton to resolve all of the revitalization issues as identified within the above strategic plan. They, through their self funded Business Association have undertaken the remaining goals with considerable success during 2007.

At their expense, to also improve safety, Businesses have petitioned to have complete lane lighting installed for the 36 blocks on the north and south laneways bordering 118th Avenue. The lighting will be installed in the fall of 2008. 

In 2007 we continued to hold meetings and private tours with real estate agents and prospective business operators, offering details of available business space and the types of businesses that would be supported by residents. It was made apparent that we are open for business and that the local community will support the family businesses they desire.

In 2007, we realized some of the fruits of our labor as 14 new family type businesses opened their doors, with three of these being housed in newly constructed commercial sites. 

The BBA sponsors a very successful 20 week Alberta Agriculture Approved Farmers’ Market, which not only attracts customers from Beverly but from all over North East Edmonton and Sherwood Park, This Market not only exposes our great Community to all attendees but it also has become a great marketing tool to expose these customers to our local businesses.  

The BBA continued to partner with the Communities in Bloom project where flower barrels were strategically placed along the Avenue. Although a costly project, this initiative is one of the many well received efforts undertaken by the BBA. Businesses and Customers are very complimentary of  how the planters bring the Avenue alive. In addition, the BBA partnered with the Community Development Office in sponsoring various flower beds to further enhance the Avenue. Businesses are also encouraged to plant flower beds or barrels and in 2007 yet again, an increase of store front beautification occurred.

During 2007, the BBA has strongly promoted the Capital City Clean-Up campaign and graffiti removal. Although many businesses were too shy to register, they have simply spent more time cleaning up and around their store-fronts and surrounding area. They and their landlords have removed graffiti from their premises once they got past the fear of any graffiti ‘artist’ retaliation. In addition, BBA budget funds were expended for litter pick-up, sidewalk sweeping and graffiti removal. 

The BBA sponsored and hosted a 20 consecutive week Farmers’ Market, pancake breakfast and horse drawn carriage rides during Historic Edmonton Week during 2007. Events such as this are important to both our residential and business communities, demonstrating that we are vibrant and thriving business district. 

The BBA participates actively in the History Committee of Olde Towne Beverly. Olde Towne Beverly has a rich history of mining and this committee was originally set up and responsible for the publishing a history book entitled ‘Built On Coal’. It is believed by the BBA that this history should be developed into an attraction within the business district. At the encouragement and motion of the BBA, the Committee has established itself as a historical society with the goal of fundraising toward acquiring historic mining and related artifacts and in the future, establishing a museum. This initiative would preserve our history and provide an attraction for citizens of Edmonton and tourists.

Each year the BBA partners with the Beverly Cenotaph Committee to host Remembrance Day Services, parade to the Cenotaph and ceremonies. This event grows larger each year as local residents and people from around the City attend the outdoor ceremonies. 

In addition to the above, the BBA hosted the annual golf tournament for business owners and their customers. This event is designed to encourage business owners and customers to get to know each other, share ideas and in general to strengthen relationships and develop new partnerships. 

Partnering with the neighboring Community Leagues, the BBA sponsors the annual Christmas decorating contest where businesses are encouraged to glitz up their storefronts and light up the Avenue. 

It is important to recognize community events that draw potential shoppers to the Avenue. Attendees and participants can see first hand that this business area has a lot to offer and that this business district is evolving into a charming urban village. Events that are sponsored, hosted and supported by the BBA bring positive awareness and publicity to all of Edmonton and rural communities.    

The Beverly Business Association Board of Directors are pleased with their accomplishments during 2007 and look forward to further initiatives that will enhance the business district and community. With continued strong partnership with all involved, it will be accomplished.

Meetings: The BBA held one general meeting and nine Board meetings during 2007. 

Beverly Business Association Board of Directors – 2007

(Elected Business Member Board of Directors)

Mark Stephenson, Apollo Propane 




Chair / Director

Dale Schmidt, Beverly Boston Pizza




Vice Chair / Director

Gina Luck, Servus Credit Union




Treasurer / Director

Laurie Reay, The Medicine Shoppe




Secretary / Director

Jay Janzen, Lancasters Billiards




Director

Judy Martin, CIBC






Director

Kathy Pettigrew, Crest Food Services



Director

Edie Rains, Balloons, Bears & Bouquets



Director

Alberto Ruiz, Beverly Denture Clinic




Director

Lorraine Trudeau, Crest Liquor Mart




Director

Community Partners

George Karbonik, Beverly Heights Community League

Deb Plishka, Beacon Heights Community League



Dan Vriend, Beverly Historical Society




Colleen Fidler, Beverly Towne Community Development Society

Ed Gibbons, Councillor, Ward 3

Janice Melnychuk, Councillor, Ward 3 (January-August)

Tony Caterina, Councillor, Ward 3 (October-December)

Cathy Ruskin, Community Liaison Constable, Edmonton Police Service



Riccardo Zenari, Beat Officer, Edmonton Police Service

James Vanderland, Beat Officer, Edmonton Police Service





Darrell Nordell, Community Recreation Coordinator



Chris Biensch, ACT/Rundle Park

Executive Director:  Cornel Rusnak

Executive

We are very grateful for the creativity and hard work put forth by our volunteer Executive, the support of our partners from within the Community and the members of the BRZ. We would like to thank the two Ward 3 City Councillors for their assistance and diligence during 2007. As well, we would like to thank the Mayor, the remaining City Council members, City Administration, MLA’s and our MP for their support and professionalism.

______________________________

_______________________________

Cornel Rusnak, Executive Director


Mark Stephenson, Chairman

Beverly Business Association





E


1








 








ROUTING –  DOCPROPERTY  proPrivacy  \* MERGEFORMAT Executive Committee | DELEGATION – C. Rusnak, Executive Director
WRITTEN BY – V. Gunderson | October 20, 2008 – Beverly Business Association 2008CBZB01
Page 1 of 1
Page 5 of 5

