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Bylaw 14336


Bylaw 14336
Sewers Bylaw Amendment No. 11


Purpose
To amend Sewers Bylaw 9425.
Readings

Bylaw 14336 is ready for three readings.

This Bylaw is authorized under the Municipal Government Act.  A majority vote of City Council on all three readings is required for passage.

If Council wishes to give three readings during a single meeting, then prior to moving third reading, Council must unanimously agree “That Bylaw 14336 be considered for third reading.”
Advertising and Signing

Advertising is not required.
Position of Administration

Administration supports this Bylaw.

Report Summary

Under the proposed amendments, dental facilities would be required to install amalgam separators to reduce mercury emissions to the sanitary sewer system.  Auto wrecker storage yards would be required to take steps to address potentially contaminated storm runoff. Also included are several minor changes and corrections to improve clarity.
Previous Council/Committee Action
At the June 12, 2007, Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting, Bylaw 14336 was forwarded to City Council for the appropriate readings.
Report

· Under the proposed amendments, dental facilities would be required to install amalgam separators to reduce mercury emissions to the sanitary sewer system.  Mercury is considered hazardous at 0.2 mg/litre.  These emissions ultimately enter the natural environment through wastewater biosolids or compost spread on land, or by direct discharge to the North Saskatchewan River from the wastewater treatment plant.  
· Studies have shown that mercury concentrations in dental waste streams range between 12 and 480 mg/litre.  The majority of this mercury originates from scrap dental amalgam generated by filling replacement activities.  
· The Canadian Council of Environmental Ministers, Federal Government and Canadian Dental Association developed a Memorandum of Understanding in 2002, calling for a 95 percent reduction in mercury emissions from dental offices by the end of 2005.  This was to be accomplished by dentists voluntarily installing amalgam separators on drains exiting dental offices.  This initiative was strongly supported by the Alberta Dental Association.  
· A 2006 survey by Alberta Environment subsequently revealed that only 41% of dental offices in the province had installed a dental amalgam separator on a voluntary basis.  Of those not having installed a separator, 38% indicated that they would not install a separator until it became mandatory to do so.  It is proposed to incorporate mandatory dental amalgam separator requirements into the Sewer Bylaw as has been done in a number of other Canadian municipalities.  
· The Alberta Dental Association was consulted regarding the proposed requirements.  
· The proposed bylaw amendments include financial penalties for failing to comply with the new dental amalgam separator requirements.

· It is proposed to add auto wrecker storage yards to the definition of high potential contaminant release areas contained in the Sewers Bylaw.  These are outdoor areas that have a higher probability of contaminated storm water runoff due to the nature of the activities taking place.  The definition presently includes loading docks, trash compactors, fuelling stations, outdoors wash areas and other areas where bulk liquid or other material transfers take place.  
· Under the Bylaw, these types of areas require additional measures to ensure that contaminated runoff does not enter the storm sewer system.  This is accomplished by either diverting the storm runoff to the sanitary sewer for treatment or by on-site treatment prior to release to the storm sewer.  
· Due to the high probability of automotive fuels, lubricants and other liquids dripping onto the ground at auto wrecker storage yards, it is proposed to add these types of facilities to the definition of high potential contaminant release areas.  
· Drainage Services staff will work with existing automotive recyclers and dismantlers, to implement the new requirements over time in a fair and equitable manner.  New facilities will be required to meet bylaw requirements from the outset.  Staff will work co-operatively with industry associations such as the Alberta Automotive Recyclers and Dismantlers Association (AARDA), to communicate bylaw requirements and technical resources for this industry sector.

· The remainder of the bylaw amendments consist of minor corrections or clarifications to existing bylaw provisions.
Legal Implications

As operator of a public utility, the City has the authority under the Municipal Government Act to regulate the use of the sewerage system, prevent misuse and damage to that system, establish fines for non-compliance and act to promote health and safety.

Attachments

1. 14336Bylaw 

2. Summary of Proposed Amendments
Others Approving this Report

J. Tustian, General Manager, Corporate Services Department
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