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BUILDING NAME AND ADDRESS - 
LOOBY BLOCK






10336 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton
Register of Historic Buildings in Edmonton - “B” List
RECOMMENDATION
The Looby Block is recommended for designation as a Municipal Historic Resource because of its historical and architectural significance.

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY

Style/Type

The Looby Block is a good example in Edmonton of classical Edwardian commercial style.

Design

The front façade has articulated paired pilasters supporting the second floor roof cornice details.  The cornice has decorative modillions supporting it with oval relief in the soffit. The pilasters are capped with square headed fluting and framed oval medallions.  Decorative columns (fluted doric colonettes complete with annulets) separate the windows with a dentilated cornice and a diagonal banding.  The bandings have framed relief medallions.

The parapet level sits above the cornice and is broken up pilasters.  

The whole upper floor sits on a simple cornice banding and brick.  Immediately below were windows running the length of the frontage (since covered) with columns either side extending to the ground.

The store frontages have been completely altered and will be rebuilt.  All that remains is the original oak door entrance, with arched chevron mullions and an elaborate transom.  The doors have arched transoms with three mullions above. 

There is also modern balcony projecting into the street offering seating capacity, accessed through the former central window.  It is the intention to remove the balcony.

Construction

The exterior originally used red brick.  The numerous features such as the pilasters and cornice are cast concrete.  Original decorative window features were wood and the oak and plate glass entrance doors with arched mullions and portions of the transom remain.  The original wood store frontages have been replaced.

Designer/Builder

Architect: 
Original 1909 =  Roland W. Lines




Alterations 1921= Magoon & MacDonald



Builder: Original = Simpson & Co.

CULTURAL HISTORY

Historical Importance

Edward Looby

Edward Looby was born in Bayfield , Ontario in 1855.  He arrived in Edmonton 1879 and set up a blacksmithing firm (Sanderson & Looby) with George Sanderson in 1881.  Although relatively unrecognized, he was intimately involved in the formation of many of the sporting clubs and societies within Edmonton, notably the Edmonton Cricket Club, Edmonton Rifle Association and the Curling Club.  He was also involved in quelling the Rile Rebellion by serving as one of the teamsters supplying the Victoria settlement (now Pakan) for Major Steele’s troops in May 1885. 

He married late in life to Mary Estele MacKenzie and had one son (who died aged 16) and passed away in 1914 aged 59.

Ronald Lines

Ronald Lines was a prominent Edmonton Architect (Union Bank Inn, Canada Permanent Building, original Royal Alexandra Hospital, Norwood School, Alex Taylor School, Old Scona High School). 

Magoon & MacDonald

The Architectural firm of Magoon and MacDonald were one of Edmonton’s most prominent and successful architectural firms in Edmonton.  They were responsible for numerous  (now historic) buildings such as the Gem theatre, Tegler Building, Salvation Citadel, Old St. Stephen’s College, Ramsey Block, Metals Building, McKenny Building, etc.  The two architects also were also responsible for other properties in their own right or in partnerships with other architects.  The most notable being Magoon;McDougal Methodist Church.  MacDonald; Federal Public Building.

Thompson & Dynes Ltd.

T.S. Thompson moved to Edmonton in 1906 from Ontario and opened a ready-made ladies wear store at 102 Street and Jasper.  His business expanded and in 1921 formed a partnership with F E Dyne and together purchased the Looby Block and renovated it to suit the new business.  

History

Sanderson & Looby started their business on 97th Street and Jasper, but relocated to the current site (A replica of their original building can be seen at fort Edmonton). Edward Looby constructed the original building in 1909, and housed 3 commercial bays with 6 apartments on the second floor.  The apartments ceased to exist in 1920 and a year later the building was sold by his wife to Thompson & Dynes Ltd. who opened a specialty ladies store.  Thompson and Dynes Ltd. Extensively expanded and renovated the building and façade to its current configuration and hired the prominent architectural firm Magoon and MacDonald to redesign the property.  The second floor had show rooms and offices.  The exclusive shop was tied in part to the ambience of Birks Jewellery located nearby.  In 1950 Holt Renfrew opened their ladies store in the building and in 1971 extensively renovated the store frontages.  Holt Renfrew moved out in 1983 to Manulife Place.  In the mid-1980’s the portico was added over the street.

CONTEXT

Site

Rectangular lot facing Jasper Avenue from the north and bound either side by commercial properties.

Neighbourhood

Downtown, on Jasper Avenue, one of the City’s most important commercial streets.

Visual/Symbolic

The Looby Block may have acquired some sentimental value due to past association with exclusive retail uses.  It is considered to be one of the oldest continual commercial structures downtown.  Currently poor renovations and poor painting mutes its condition and contribution to the street. However, once restored to its original condition, as is intended, it will become a valuable building full of architectural character and detail, contributing significantly to the street.

INTEGRITY

In its current condition the Looby Block has been severely compromised by alterations and additions over the years.  The interior lobby remains, though seriously changed.  

The proposal is to remove the portico and restore the building back to its 1921 façade (all of which exists on the upper floor and will be rebuilt at ground level).  By doing so the integrity of the building will be restored and the Looby Block will become a valuable contribution to Jasper Avenue’s streetscape. 
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