Attachment 1

Recommendation to name a ravine located within in the Cameron Heights Neighbourhood as “Cameron Ravine.”

Administration

On May 4, 2004, the Administration received an application from Stantec Consulting Ltd. to name the ravine located in the Cameron Heights Neighbourhood as “Cameron Ravine.”  The Community Services Department supports the naming of the ravine as “Cameron Ravine.”

Names Advisory Committee

On May 25, 2004, at the Names Advisory Committee meeting, the following motion was passed:

Motion:
Brown, Fitzsimonds

“That the Names Advisory Committee supports the naming of the ravine, located within the Cameron Heights Neighbourhood, as “Cameron Ravine.” The recommendation complies with Section 5.01 (d) of City Policy C480A which states the following:

The name, other that a person, may have an historical significance to Edmonton, or reflect early pioneers or pioneering groups who settled in Edmonton and the surrounding area.”

For the Motion:
Cavaliere, Brown, Fitzsimonds,

Carried unanimously

Biography

CAMERON, John (n/a – 1919) (written by Stantec Consulting Ltd.)
The neighbourhood name Cameron Heights has historical connotations as it acknowledges John Cameron, one of Edmonton's business pioneers and Alderman in the City of Edmonton.  John Cameron came to Edmonton from Winnipeg via ox cart in 1881 with 96,000 lbs. of merchandise.  This merchandise was to be the initial stock of Mr. Cameron's A. Macdonald Company.  John Cameron managed the A. Macdonald Company store for some 15 years.

Through his retail activities John Cameron became an integral part of Edmonton's early business community.  John was a member of Edmonton's first Board of Trade in 1891 as well as director of the early Agricultural Society in Edmonton.  John Cameron served as an Alderman in the City of Edmonton and was first elected in 1892 with a total vote count of 113. John was subsequently re-elected in 1895 by at total of 114 votes.  John Cameron contributed to the early education system Edmonton acting as one of the original guarantors of the salary of the first school teacher in Edmonton in 1881.

John Cameron was an avid user of the North Saskatchewan River Valley and could often be found canoeing the river and hiking the various ravines in the valley.  In speaking with residents of the local area, several references were made of the ravine that bisects the community as Cameron Ravine. This may be attributed to the many recreational visits John made to the area. John Cameron died in 1919.
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