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Growth and Distribution of Marijuana  
 
(K. Leibovici) 

 
 

Recommendation: 

That the January 22, 2014, Sustainable Development report CR_576, be received as 
information. 

Report Summary 

This report provides information on the way in which commercial marijuana 
facilities will be accommodated within the City of Edmonton.  

Previous Council/Committee Action 

At the August 19, 2013, Executive Committee meeting, Councillor K. Leibovici made the 
following inquiry: 

I understand that Health Canada is in the process of changing the way that 
marijuana is grown and distributed for medical purposes.  The current practice of 
individuals receiving licences to grow a limited number of marijuana plants within 
their homes will discontinue as of March 31, 2014, and the federal government will 
begin creating conditions for a new, commercial industry to be responsible for the 
production and distribution.  I would like Administration to provide a report to 
Executive Committee outlining: 

• the impact to the City's business licencing and commercial zoning application 
processes, safety codes and compliance policies. 

• information regarding Administration's response to the upcoming changes 
and their suggested future actions. 

Report 

In June 2013, the federal government enacted the Marihuana for Medical Purposes 
Regulations under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act. These regulations change 
the process for obtaining and producing marijuana for medical purposes.  Previously 
marijuana for medical purposes was regulated by the Marihuana Medical Access 
Regulations.   

The Marihuana Medical Access Regulations, which came into force in 2001, create an 
access program for marijuana for medical purposes that is solely administered by 
Health Canada.  The Marihuana Medical Access Regulations and the program contain 
three main components:  authorizations to possess dried marijuana; licences to produce 
marijuana, which includes Personal Use Production Licences and Designated Person 
Production Licences; and access to a supply of marijuana seeds or dried marijuana 
from Health Canada.  Under the Marihuana Medical Access Regulations, the production 
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site for Personal Use Production Licences and Designated Person Production Licence 
was often a place of residence and there was no requirement to notify the municipality 
of the production site. 

The Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations creates a process whereby marijuana 
for medical purposes must be obtained from a Licensed Producer.  Licensed Producers 
must meet all the requirements of the Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulation, 
including personal security clearances and physical security requirements for cultivation 
and storage areas, and be approved by Health Canada. 

The Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations mandates that a Licensed Producer: 

• must not operate in a dwelling 
• must operate at the location approved by Health Canada 
• must provide written notice, including the address of the proposed location, to the 

municipality and police and fire authorities prior to submitting an application to 
become a Licensed Producer 

• must notify the municipality and the police and fire authorities of an approval to 
become a Licensed Producer and any subsequent status changes of that 
approval 

• must ship medical marijuana directly to the consumer, rather than sell medical 
marijuana through a retail outlet 

Until March 31, 2014, individuals may access marijuana for medical purposes through 
the Marihuana Medical Access Regulations or the Marihuana for Medical Purposes 
Regulations. As of April 1, 2014, the only way to access marijuana for medical purposes 
will be through the Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations. 

Zoning and Business Licencing 
Where possible, the City of Edmonton will generally encourage persons applying to 
become Licensed Producers to establish their facilities on sites zoned for industrial 
uses. Should a Licensed Producer choose to make an application to rezone or obtain a 
Development Permit for a medical marijuana facility, General Industrial Uses will usually 
be considered an appropriate Use Class within the Zoning Bylaw.  

The Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulation does not affect Business Licensing 
processes in the City of Edmonton. Should a Licensed Producer decide to apply for a 
Business Licence, the standard process will be followed. 

Safety Codes 
The Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulation do not affect how the Safety Codes 
Act is implemented or enforced.  Should a Building Permit be required, the Safety 
Codes Act will apply.   

Future actions 
Administration, including the City of Edmonton’s Compliance Team, is prepared to deal 
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with general public inquiries and specific business requests related to commercial 
marijuana operations within the City of Edmonton.  

Corporate Outcomes 

The Way Ahead, City of Edmonton Strategic Plan, 2009-2018: 

• Improve Edmonton's Livability 

Others Reviewing this Report 

• D. H. Edey, General Manager, Corporate Services 
• L. Cochrane, General Manager, Community Services 

 


