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J.C. McDougall Residence, “Hilltop House” 

Recommendation:

That the October 6, 2003, Planning and Development Department report be received for information. 

Report Summary

This report provides information to an inquiry regarding the status of the J. C. McDougall Residence, 9910‑103 Street, also known as the Hilltop House.

Previous Council/Committee Action

At the September 3, 2003, Executive Committee meeting, Councillor M. Phair made the following inquiry: 

“Over the past six months my office has had a number of calls concerning the potential sale and destruction of the historical McDougall Hilltop House at 9910 – 103 Street.

I would like the following information on this property:

1. What is the history of this property?

2. What is the historical status of the house?  Has there been a recent request to change the status?  Has the Historical Board expressed an opinion? 

3. Who is the current owner and what has the usage of the house been for the past 15 years?

4. In the proposal for sale, are there any conditions for sale that protect this historical home? 

5. Does the City have any suggestions on how this property and house might be preserved?  Is the property eligible for provincial historical designation?”

Report

The following provides the answers to the five questions asked to in the inquiry:

1. John C. McDougall and his wife Sophie built the Hilltop House for $16,000 in 1913.  The “three storey mansion” took 1½ years to build (Attachment 1).  Mr. McDougall demonstrated considerable foresight at that time by piping the house for gas prior to its availability in 1917.  They had two children, John F. and Eleanor.  John C.’s father John A. McDougall, a pioneer, settled in Edmonton in 1879 with his young wife Lovisa.  Lovisa’s arrival in Edmonton brought the number of women of European descent to four.  In the late 1890’s John went into partnership with Richard Secord to establish McDougall and Secord, a general merchants wholesale and retail business.  In 1907, McDougall and Secord sold their general store and fur trading business and started a financial house and mortgage corporation.  John C. worked for his father’s firm as an administrator and accountant and was instrumental in the company’s survival through the Great Depression of the 1930’s and the war years.  McDougall and Secord Limited continues to this day and is located at 8915 Saskatchewan Drive.

2. The Hilltop House is on the “A” list of The Register of Historic Resources in Edmonton.  The Edmonton Historical Board (EHB) intends to write a response to Councillor Phair’s inquiry under separate cover.  The Edmonton Historical Board did act as follows: On June 24, 2003, EHB’s sub committee, the Historic Resources Review Panel (HRRP) reviewed an Application to Amend the Register, from a neighbourhood resident, to place the property on the “A” list from the “B” list.  The HRRP also visited the Hilltop House on June 24, 2003.  The HRRP, after its review and re-evaluation, recommended that EHB make a motion to place the Hilltop House on the “A” list.  The EHB passed the motion on June 26, 2003 and informed the General Manager of the Planning and Development Department of its decision in writing.  The General Manager concurred with EHB’s decision and informed the Government of Alberta in writing on September 22, 2003 the change of historical status of the Hilltop House now being an “A” listed historic resource. 

3. The current owner is the Government of Alberta, Alberta Infrastructure.  Hilltop House was owned and occupied by the McDougall family until 1953. John C. died in 1952 and Sophie remained in the house until 1953 at which time the Government of Alberta purchased the property.  From 1953 to 1987 the house was used as a drug treatment centre and later as a home for battered women.  It was then unoccupied for three years and restored as office space for the Premier’s Council in Support of Alberta Families.  In early 1996, it became the home for the Office of the Children’s Advocate. Hilltop House became vacant this year. 

4. The Government of Alberta currently has the property listed for sale for $849,000.  Alberta Infrastructure does not have any conditions on the sale of the property that would protect its historical importance.  However, as of September 22, 2003 Alberta Infrastructure Realty Services is informing prospective buyers that the property is on the “A” list of the Register of Historic Resources in Edmonton. 

5. The Planning and Development Department supported the Historic Resources Review Panel and the neighbourhood residents application to move the property from the “B” list to the “A” list in the Register of Historic Resources in Edmonton.  While “A” listed buildings are not protected unless designated, it does allow the Administration to bring the property to Council to protect the property as a Municipal Historic Resource should a future owner apply to demolish the house.  Typically the Planning and Development Department encourages owners of residential heritage buildings to designate and receive up to $25,000 in rehabilitation incentives to restore the exterior facades.  It has been suggested that the house could continue to operate as offices, or be a restaurant, a bed & breakfast, a shelter or revert back to a gracious single family dwelling.  John R. McDougall, son of John C. McDougall suggested that it be a House Museum honouring the McDougall Family.  Alberta Community Development’s (ACD) initial evaluation of Hilltop House determined that the property merits being a Registered Historic Resource but with no protection.  If an owner, other than the Government of Alberta, requested designation as a Provincial Historic Resource, which means it is protected from demolition, ACD would give it consideration.  However, ACD is unlikely to designate the property as a Provincial Historic Resource against the owners’ wishes.  It is suggested that the Mayor write a letter to the Government of Alberta to declare the Hilltop House a Provincial Historic Resource prior to selling the property.  This is similar to what the City of Edmonton did with two of its historic resources, the Rossdale Flats Apartments and the Carter House, which listed for sale after designation as Municipal Historic Resources. 

Background Information Attached

1. Photos  of the J.C. McDougall - Hilltop House
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