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Rei ____Request for funding from the City of Edmontoen in the amouar of $30,000
Dear Counaller Phair:

From June 9 = 19, 2004, Edmonton will host the second edition of the Magnefic Nosth Theatre Festival, This
major new anaual celebration of English language theatre was inavgurated in Ovtawa in June 2003, Held in
the nation’s eapital in the odd years and In a different Canadian city in each even year, the Magnetic North
Theatre Festival Is a national event that features professional work from acrdss Canada. ‘With some 50
performances and 2 broad range of ancillary symposium activides, the Magnetic North Theatre Festival will
shine a spotlight on the ciry of Edtnonton in its cenrennial year, reinforcing its reputation as a vibrane
theatre and cultural center.

This event would not be coming to Edmonten withour the support of Edmonton’s theatre community. The
Ciradel Thearre, The University of Alberta Drama Depactment, the Vasscona Theatre, Catalyst Theatre and
L’Unitheatre have all commitred their facilides jn kiad for the festival. Theatre Network, tWarkshop West
Theatre, and Walrerdale Theatee have pledged their support for this inifiative, as have other major theatrieal
instimtions fn the province such as Alberta Theatre Projects, Theatre Alberts and Red College’s Theatce
Department,

The festival’s budget of just over §1 million includes substandal funding from the federal povernment and
from corporate sponsorships. Strong support from both the City of Rdmonton and the Province of Albexta
is absolurely vital to making this event a success. We ate zequesting $50,000 from the City of Edmeonton
which, combined with $100,000 from the Provindal of Alberta, would provide the festival with the level of
support that is essental if we are to produce a first class natonal event in Edmonton.

Tt1s our understanding, from discussion with Den Belanger in the Economic Development Edmonton
office that the rmost that program could provide would be i the ares of $15,000. This would be inndequate
1o allow us 10 produce the kind of eveat thar Bdmonton deserves, partcularly in its centennial year, and we
are thercfore tequestiag fimds directdy from City Council
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It is our intention, as Festival producess, 1o make this event an even greater success than the 2003 inaugural
edition rhat was held in the naton’s capiral, A successful festival will conwibute significantly to Edmonton’s
proGle, provide 2 tourism draw, stimulate audieaces of adults and young people, and enrich our own theatre
comumunity. Bdmenton's theatre comeuniry is right behind us and we also need the full support of City
Council.

Qur sincere: thanks 10 you, to your fellow councllors and to Mayor Bill Smith for your consideration of our
request. We hope that we can count on the City of Edmonton’s full support as we work to brng this
excitng national event to Edmonton in ¢ight months.

Sincerely youss,

Magnetic North Theatre Festival

cc. Mayor Bill Smith

. Councillor Bran Andersen
Councillor Jane Batty
Councillor Allan Bolstad
Councillor Terry Cavanagh
Conncillor Jid Gibbons
Councillor Ron Hayrer
Coundillor Lasry Langley
Couneillor Karen Leboviel
Conadlloe Stephen Mandel
Councaillor Janice Melnychuk
Coungillor Dave Thiele



	Attch. 1
	
	


